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1993 is HISTORY, and as some of the Mentat Midgets" on TV Sports 
would say: "Our future is ahead of us. 


1994 T.A.R.S. programs will start off with the annual auction on 

January 13, 7:30pm at American Red Cross corner Diamond Ave. and Heidel- 
bach Ave. Bring your "Junk" (or treasures).. Some one else will un- 
doubtedly want the items you would like to unload. 


This is one of our best meetings for the year. "Little Ed" Folz, K9HVI, 
(High Voltage Insulator) has agreed to serve as auctioneer, one more 
time. You will enjoy it!! 


For those of you who have never attended the auction, this is how it 
works. The items brought in are sold to the highest bidder with the 
Club keeping 15% of the going price. The balance going to the party 
bringing in the items. If you have an item you do not want to sell be- 
low a certain figure you can mark it (X number of dollars minimum). If 
you have some items you just want to 'get rid of' you can donate the 
proceeds to the club. . 


The February 10 meeting will be our BINGO party, same time and place, 
7:30pm. It is another good time. More later! 


73, Charlie, .N9GWS 


KRKEEKEKEKEKEKEKKEKEKEKKEKEKRKEKKEKKKKRKEK 


AUTODIAL & AUTOPATCH 


ANY REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION ON THE ABOVE SHOULD BE ADDRESSED DIRECTLY 
TO CHRIS LANTAFF, KE9YK AT 473-5382. 


KRHEKEKKEKKEKEKKEEKEEKEKEKEKEKEEKEKEKEES 


With the changes in our dues structure, now in effect, it is IMPORT- 
ANT that "Everyone" complete and return the MEMBERSHIP application. 
This will help keep our records in order, so we can furnish correct 
information to you. 


Along with your December SPARKS was a membership application. If you 
have misplaced yours, give Blanche, KAQEIV a call at 424-9182 and she 
will send another one. 


THANKS, 
Charlie, N9GWS 


MINUTES OF TARS BOARD MEETING 1242793 


The regular TARS board meeting was held at 7:00 PM Thursday, December 2 at 
the Red Cross. Attending were NOGWS, KS5LPS, KBSBPJ, KASKRD, KAQSKRE, 
WASBYZ, NSIWC, NSDEQ, WYSO and WBSFNN. 


Minutes of last board meeting were read and approved. Treasurer reported a 
balance as of 12/1/93 or $4,007.84. 


NOSGWS reported that a temporary receiver was being prepared by Steve Doty 
to allow us to get the 75/15 repeater back on the air. He also advised 
that NORZG, Terry, was donating the old police department repeater to TARS. 
We will consider installation on Baker Street, as a backup’ and potential 
remote receive site for 75/15. It will require purchase of an antenna. 


To date there are 63 reservations in for the Christmas meeting. Because of 
his generous assistance to the club repeaters, it was agreed to invite 
Steve Doty and family to the Christmas meeting. 


New Novice/Technician classes tentatively are planned to start Saturday, 
January 8, at 9 AM at the Red Cross. It was moved and passed to purchase 
of two sets of instructors guides for class use. 


WBOFNN reported no special action is required to have a Special Event 
station for the 1994 Freedom Festival and WSUMS has advised us the Freedon 
Festival Board will underwrite a special QSL certificate for this event. 

Tentatively the-station- would operate from noon to 9-PM-on Friday, the day ~~~ 


before the parade, assuming that the parade again falls on Field Day. 


Meeting schedule is as follows: January is Auction Nite with K9HVI, 
February is Bingo night and March is a SIGECO tour with WSFHA. 


A listing of costs involved in the ATV repeater was presented to the board. =. 
A motion was made and passed to contribute $259 to WBSPLR to help cover the 
cost of coax, etc., required for the Baker St ATV installation. 


Meeting adjourned at 8:10 PM. 
Hal, WB9OFNN, Secretary 


i a 


MINUTES OF TARS REGULAR MEETING 12,/°°/9,,93 


The regular December TARS meeting is our annual Christmas Awards 
celebration. Approximately 65 members and guests’ gathered at the Sizzler 
in University Heights for this meeting. Following dinner, the president 
made a few announcements concerning upcoming meetings, repeaters, etc. (see 
Board Meeting minutes above). Following this NSGWS was presented with his 
gavel as outgoing president. He was then presented with the McCutchan 
Award for the ham deemed to have done the most for amateur radio in 
Evansville in 1993. Following this the meeting adjourned at 8:80 PM 


Hal, WBSFNN, Secretary 


KREKKKKEKEKKEKKEKEKEKEKEKEEKEKKKEKKEKKKEEEK 


Sincere condolences to Henry 'Hank' Galbraith, W9ORDJ, on the 


loss of his wife. 


Evelyn, 71, passed away Sunday January 2, 1994. 


Evelyn a former beautician had retired in 1982 as mamager of the 


Goodwill Industries Inc. 


of the Calvary Baptist Church. 


store on Covert Ave. 


She was a member 
Evelyn was a member of the Amateur 


Radio Auxiliary and the Warrick & Adjacent Counties Amateur Radio 


Club. 


Surviving Evelyn, besides Hank, 
and Henrietta Sutton of Evansville, 


are two daughters, 
three sons, 


Evelyn could be seen at numerous Hamfests for years as she 
accompanied Hank to all] those in the area. 


Deborah Sutton 


William Arthur 


of Providence, Ky., George Edward and William "Pat" Bryant of 
Evansville, a sister, Gladys Schaefer of Evansville and two bro- 
thers Roy Chumley of Evansville and Earl Chumley of Lomita, Ca., 


seven grandchildren and nieces & nephews. 


Services were at 2:00pm Tuesday January 4, 1994 at Boone Funeral 
Home, 5330 Washington Ave, with burial 


Cemetery. 


Treasurer's Report (Dec. 22, 1993) 


Beginning Balance (Nov. 26, 1993) 


Expenses: 


Signs for EARS Hamifest 
TARS Liability Insurance 
Christmas Party Grab Bag 
Gift Certificate for NSGWS 
Trophies (Gavel) 

Sizzler (Christmas Dinner) 


SPARKS 


Christmas Prize Drawing 


Miscellancous Receipts (N9GWS) 


TARS Packet Coax 
TARS Packet Equipment 


Income: 
Club Dues 


Christmas Reservations 
Refund for Cheaper Antenna 
(from Ham Station) 
Christmas Grab Bag Leftovers 
Interest (Checking Acct.) 


Rebate from Sizzler (Xmas Catering) 


Ending Balance: 


$4007.84 


$7.33 
$213.00 
$125.00 
$50.00 
$19.16 
$461.53 
$51.47 
$29.85 
$20.23 
$150.00 
$333.23 


$305.00 
$114.00 


$45.05 

$6.00 
$11.40 
$43.00 


$3071.49 


in Sunset Memorial Park 
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President: 

Chas. Apfelstadt, N9GWS 
V. President: 

Wm. Cook, K5SLPS 
Secretary: 
{ Hal Wilson, WB9FNN 

Treasurer: 
| Matt Dean, KBOBPJ 
Board of Directors: 
Chris Flake, WY90 
Steve Harmon, NOHGF 
Paul Rice, WA9BYZ 
Robert Henn, KA9STML 
James Barrow, WICVN 
Keith Phillips, N9IWC 


T.A.R.S. Board meetings 
the First Thursday of each 
month at 7:00pm at the 


. | American Red Cross. 


-| T.A.R.S. Regular club 
meetings the Second Thurs- 
day of the month at 7:30pm 
at the American Red Cross 
corner of Diamond Ave. & 
Heidelbach Ave. 


The Tri-State Emergency 
Net meets each Wednesday 
evening at 8:00pm on the 
T.A.R.S. W90G repeater 
147.75/15. Alternate re- 
peater 146.19/79. 


For Club business write: 
T.A.R.S. 

P.O. Box 4521 
Evansville, In. 47724 


CONGRATULATIONS CHARLIE, N9OGWS!!! 


The winner of the 1993 Amateur of the year award 
was Charlie Apfelstadt, NOGWS. This award was 
established in 1977 by Ellis Carson, VP2KC, in 
memory of his friend, John McCutchan, W9MOK. 

When Mr. Carson became a Silent Key the award pro- 
gram was taken over by T.A.R.S. The award which 
reads "The strength and progress of Amateur Radio 
is vested in the hearts and minds of dedicated 
Amateur Radio operators who voluntarily give of 
their time and knowledge." 


Congratulations Charlie! It was a well deserved 
honor. 
KAQEIV 


CHRISTMAS PARTY 
The December meeting at the Sizzler in University ~<- 
Heights was well attended, about 65 were present. 
THANKS to Charlie, N9GWS, who arranged for the 

room, to Matt, KBOBPJ, who took care of the 'Grab 
Bag' of money and to Delores, KAQKRD, who acguired 
the table decorations which were later given as 
attendance prizes. 


de Amateur Radio News 
Owensboro Amateur Radio Club 


VE TESTING---Upcoming VE testing conductéd by 
Stanley Spencer, AC4YU. Dates are subject to 
change. All sessions at Owensboro Board of Edu- 
cation Building at llth St. and Hickman Ave. at 
7:00pm. March 11, 1994. On February 12, tests 
will be given at the Owensboro Hamfest at the 
Kentucky National Guard Armory, 1501 Parrish Ave., 
Owensboro, Ky. Test fee $5.75. 


HAMFEST---Owensboro Amateur Radio Club-OARC 
Winterfest---February 12, 1994---8:00am to 2:00pm. 
Owensboro National Guard Armory, 1501 Parrish Ave. 
Setup time 6:30am. Contact WB4NHO, Steve Morgan, 
1124 W. 12th St., Owensboro, Ky. 42301. Ph (502) ve 
926-4451. 


INARRL Bulletin #226--Dec. 20, 1993 


The Hiram Percy Maxim Memorial Award is intended 


SPARKS is published month- 
“| ly by the Tri-State Amateur 
“1 Radio Society--Evansville,In. 
SPARKS STAFF: 

Blanche Elpers, KAQEIV 
Matt Dean, KB9OBPJ 
Material: for: publication 
must be received by the 
25th of the month preceding 
publication date. Submit to 
Blanche Elpers, KAQEIV. 
840 Herndon Dr. 47711 


A STS Oe men Se © SF 


to provide tangible reward to those deserving young amateurs 
who contribute their time, skills, and energies daily through 
their commitment to Amateur Radio. If you know a worthy ama- - 
teur under the age of 21 whose activities include: Partici- ~ 
pation or leadership in organizational affairs, Technical 
achievement, operating record, recruitment and/or training 

of new amateurs, public relations activities and other ama- 
teur activities contact Peggy, WQJUJ, Section Manager. Deacl- 
line March 31, 1994. 12330 SCR 200 E, Muncie, In. 47302. 


1993 In Review 


January---Club auction conducted by ‘Little Ed', K9HVI 
February---Bingo nite with special invitation to XYLS---KA9KRD in charge 
March---Meeting program by National Weather Service 
VE' test session by WQ9U 
T.A.R.S. books audited by KAQEIV 
146.19/79 repeater moved to 6th floor of Deaconess Hospital 
thanks to Roger Hyatt, NOLDJ 
Tornado drill March 25 under NOLDK 
April---T.A.R.S. meeting at EMA office in Civic Center 
VE test session by WBOVPG at USI 
May---T.A.R.S. members furnished communications for Red Cross Soccer 
tournament, Arthritis Bike Ride and Mat Cats Booster Club Bike Ride 
T.A.R.S. meeting had Kathy from Red Cross speaking on Disaster 
Services 
June---Hamfest Sunday June 6 at Vanderburgh Co. 4-H Center 
T.A.R.S. members handled communications at the Hot Air Balloon 
Glow, Hot Air Balloon Race and Thunder on the Ohio. 
T.A.R.S. meeting demonstration of Home Brew antennas 
VE test session by WBOVPG at USI 
July---T.A.R.S. meeting at ITT Technical Institute on Packet Radio 
VE test session by WQ9U 
August---Discussions on Fox Hunts, HF operations, etc. at T.A.R.S. 
meeting 
September---T.A.R.S. meeting, presentation on radio controlled model 
airplanes 
Pres. Charlie, N9OGWS spends 2% weeks in hospital 
Octobe te har thduane Drill-Tremor 3- Effort '93 
- New dues schedule published==First- increase in over--l4-years 
November---Board of Directors of T.A.R.S. passes motion to purchase 
2-meter transceiver, power supply and dual (UHF-VHF) TNC for 
radio room at Red Cross. . 
December---Annual Christmas party at the Sizzler, West. Charlie, N9GWS, 
named Amateur of the year 
New officers take office. 


1993 saw a number of T.A.R.S. members and former members become Silent 
Keys. Among these were: 


Kenn Parr, W9ANG . Dr. H. B. Lindsay, KA9QEVC 
Al Grote, WA9ADU Ray Massingham, K9JQS 
Roy Elfriech, K9FOU T. Marshall Ross, KA9SXB 


KKKEKKKKKKKEKEKEKEKKKKEKEKEK 


VE test session---ARRL---Saturday January 15, 1994---Ebner Bldg. on 
Vincennes University Campus---Contact Phil Smith, KQ90, Ph. 812-886-9765. 
Test fee $5.75. Time 9:00am EST. Please note the time difference between 


Vincennes and Evansville. 


For test dates in Evansville contact Cecil West, WQ9U, 985-0109 for 
ARRL test or contact Neil Rapp, WBOVPG, 424-1506 W5YI test. Fee $5.75. 


T.A.R.S. January meeting Thursday January 13, 1994 at American Red Cross 
corner Diamond Ave. and Heidelbach. 7:30pm---AUCTION Don't miss this 
chance to sell something or to buy something you really need. 


SMALL LOOPS 


By 
Brice Anderson 
WSPNE 


A small loop antenna is a 
good choice for use indoors 
or in a limked space 


Hi 


g 3 
ai 


fa 
serie 


expose the braid at the 
center of the RGS/U end ata 


The small loops antenna 
article was taken from 


"RADIO" the Mt. Carmel, 
Fabricate @ support, such T11. club newsletter. 


Written by Brice Anderson, 


nlace vertically WOPNE. - 
plece of plexiglass sheet to = 0n November 8, 1993 
the support at the operingof Brice under went surgery 
the loop to mount the tuning to have both hip joints 

on. replaced. The December 
High voltages ene present, anes repartee reported 

pretty sore, 
80 the capacttor should be a but able to get around with 
abe vps. } <a the aid of a walker. 
afe efficient, 

a eingle-cection We wish you continued re- 
can be used. Fof resonance covery, Brice. 
at 14 MHz, 50 pF fs required. KAQEIV 
Hf splitetator, 100-100 pF is Brice Anderson, WOPNE 
requred. For 28 MHz, 12.5 PO.Boxi4 
oF le roquked, o 2526pF «Lancaster, W62BEE---- 

. Hf tho minimum | | 
capactor of the 100-100 pF 
is low enotigh, ail bands can ONE TURN LOOP TABLE CAP. 
be covered wih the one 38 In. Dia. tevecrans 
Tuning s very sharp and 


TURNS SPACED 2 In. 


SS 
Ss arr 
Se sp t—vanzantte car. 


Brice Anderson, W9P 
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CQ CQ de NIGWS' 


Well, our January is over, 
Blizzard and all! 


The Auction at the January meeting 
was a "BIG" success; lots of 

Treasures changed hands, and the 
Club made a nice commission. 


THANKS very much, Little Ed Folz. 


Right after the Blizzard, I gota 
call from Cindy Wessel of the visit- 
ing nurses Assn. She asked for a 
volunteer with 4-wheel drive capa- 
bility.to be on call the night of 
Jan. 17. Marc Millihone, NOYRLD, 
~wvoOlunteered, but fortunately was 

not called. TNX MARC. 


February will be "Bingo" night at 
the club meeting, Feb. 10, 1994 
at 7:30pm at the Red Cross, with 
delicious cupcakes made by 
Delores Shoptaugh, KAQKRD!! 


73, Charlie, N9GWS 


RED CROSS SOCCER TOURNAMENT 
March 26 & 27 


On Saturday the 26th and Sunday 
the 27th of March the Red Cross 
Will hold their 3rd annual soccer 
tournament. This is a major 

fund raising event and they need 
a lot of help from us to handle 
communications... 


We will be needed from 7:00am 
until late afternoon, both days. 

We will need at least a dozen oper- 
ators each day. 

Please call me ASAP at 477-7716!! 


TNX, Charlie, N9OGWS 


LICENSE RENEWALS TO 
BEGIN AGAIN IN 1994 


Have you looked at the expiration 
date on your FCC license lately? Five 
years ago the term of an FCC amateur 
license went {rom five years to 10. So, 
for the past five years no licenses have 
expired. Licenses are now beginning to 
expire again, which means that if may be 
time for you to renew. 

It’s a good idea to renew at least 60 
days before the expiration date on your 
current license. Use an FCC Form 610, 
available from ARRL Headquarters. If 
you submit a timely renewal application, 
you may continue to operate even if the 
FCC doesn'tact on the application by the 
expiration date. If your renewal is late, 
you must stop operating until your new 
license arrives. 

Licenses that have expired for more 
than two years may not be renewed, which 
means you lose your call sign and will 
have to take the exam again. Don’t take 
a chance — check your license expira- 


tion date now! 


Dec. 14, ARRL LETTER 


The training classes for 5 wpm 
code and the no-code tech license started 
Jan. 8 at the Red Cross at 9:00am. 

Paul. Rice, WAQBYZ, has been teaching the 
code class with Keith Phillips, N9IWC, 
teaching the Novice/Tech. no code theory. 
Hal, WB9OFNN, has returned from his visit 
to Colorado and Texas and will be help- 
ing with the remainder of the sessions. 


Initially about 35 were enrolled in the 
no-code tech class and 5 or 6 in the 


code class. 


Most are still attending the 


Classes which should finish by March 12 
in time for the VE test session. — 


GOOD LUCK, 


Blanche, KA9EIV 


RACES 


Well, the holidays are over and I just finished reading accumulated mail 
where I found a lengthy letter from the National Weather Service, part of 
which is currently appropriate, and pertinent excerpts follow: 


"On behalf of John Curran and the National Weather service staff in 
Indianapolis, I’d like to thank each and every one of you who has 
participated in SKYWARN as a severe weather spotter. Reports of severe 
weather received from spotters are often the deciding factor in warn/no 
warn decisions.” 


‘As part of the NWS modernization program, we are asking the amateur 
community for additional assistance. This year we want to expand the 
spotting criteria to include winter weather events. This will provide NWS 
forecasters with a much more complete real time picture of winter weather 
as it is occurring. The data is especially critical in the outlying areas. 
Snow amounts, drifting conditions and ice accumulations will be the 
reported elements. Power outages and falling trees as a result’ of ice 
accumulations will also be of great interest. The net will be activated by 
the NWS when snow/freezing rain advisories or warnings are issued and the 
event is expected to be serious enough to require spotter information. We 
would like spotters to begin reporting once two (2) inches of new snow has 
fallen at their location and every additional inch thereafter or when ice 
begins to accumulate.” 


Signatures on the letter are Michael Rosemark, KASVMR, National Weather 
Service, Mark Shaffer, N9GDR, State Weather Net Coordinator and David 
Crockett, WASZCE, State RACES officer. 


This may seem to be a bit late, considering the events around Evansville 
earlier this month (which Carol and I luckily avoided), but the letter goes 
on to say they want to begin this "snow spotter" net activity by February 
1, so we won’t be too far behind. Actually, I think we have generally been 
doing this anyway. Keep your ear tuned to 147.15 as that’s where the 
action will be when the local NWS office calls and asks us to go to work. 


73 Hal, WBSFNN, Vanderburgh County RACES 


Meeting called to order at 7:30pm by Pres. Charlie, N9GWS. There were about 
40 members and guests present. Self-introductions were made. 


Since the Secretary's report and Treasurer's report were in January SPARKS, 
N9GWS asked for a motion to dispense with reading them. Motion made by 
KAOVLV, seconded by N9DEO. Motion carried. 

N9GWS reported that Board member Steve Harmon had been replaced by Terry 
Brooks, NORZG. Steve's work schedule interfered with his attending meetings. 
Bob Henn,KAYTML, announced that Field Day HOoune be June 25 at Burdette Park, 
Cabin #8. More on this later. sae 
NOGWS, used the new coffee maker iteiadell oe T.A-R.S. 

At 7:43 the meeting was adjourned for coffee break after which Little Ed, 
KOHVI, conducted the auction until about 9:45pm. We then went across the 
hall to buy surplus equipment from the Red Cross (chairs, tables, desks, 


typewriters, etc. 
KAQEIV, Blanche, Acting Secretary 


1/25/94 


Treasurer's Report 
12/19/93 Through 1/25/94 


Num Date Payee 


Opening Balance As Of 12/19/93 


Month Ending 12/31/93 
12/19/93 Frederick Ritter N2WW 
12/19/93 Harold Stovall W9KIE 
12/19/93 Ralph Waldo K9STX 
12/19/93 Wilbur Weisling W9OVB 
12/19/93 Nate Johnson KFONY 
12/19/93 Russel Commens WBINAU 
12/20/93 Gordon Conley WROW 
12/21/93 Henry Galbraith W9RDJ 
12/21/93 Arthur Mengon WASTER 

1067 12/23/93 Instructional Materials 

1068 12/23/93 Keys for Radio Room at Red Cross 
12/30/93 T. E. Bair KB9ABQ 
12/30/93 Paul Wurtz K9JSK 
12/30/93 Roy Cloukey KASTWP 
12/30/93 Interest Paid (Checking Acct.) 

_ Total Month Ending 12/31/93 
Ending Balance As Of 12/31/93 


Month Ending 1/31/94 
1/2/94 William D. Russeli AB9Z 
1/4/94 Earl E. Pfettscher WN9SHRB 
1/4/94 Robert Askren NOLJE 
1/4/94 Blanche Elpers KASBIV 
1/8/94 Robert Henn KASTML. 
1/8/94 Keith Phillips NSIWC 
1/8/94 James Dawson KASITW 
1/8/94 William Cook KSLPS | 
1069 1/8/94 Miscellaneous Receipts 
1070 1/8/94 1993 Postage for KBOBPJ 
1/14/94 William Carver KASIRC 
1/14/94 ° Bd Folz KSHVI 
1/14/94 James & Delores Shoptaugh KA9KRE 
1/14/94 Steve Harmon N9SHGF 
1/14/94 LaRue Cleveland W9LBS 
1/14/94 Leo Maurer KB9ACM 
1/14/94 Jimmy Moore WD9BDH 
1/14/94 Bivin Reed WB9VSQ 
1/14/94 Dean Wathen KF9DL 
1/14/94 Lisa Clements KASVLV 
1/14/94 Harold Muensterman N9DBO 
1/14/94 David Castle WA9KJI 
1/14/94 James Marsh WONJB 
1/14/94 Larry Forster W9ENZ 
1/14/94 Auction Proceeds 
1071 1/14/94 Blanche Blpers KA9BIV 
1/16/94 Ron Goebel KFORR 
1/16/94 Lloyd Davis 
1/16/94 Warren Rader KB9EFH 
1/16/94 Garlan Wilson WD9FHA 
1/16/94 Thomas Donovan NOBGI 
1/16/94 George McGrath W9WBZ 
1/16/94 — Glenn Ogle 


Miscellaneous 


Membership 
Membership 
Membership 
Interest 


Amount 
3,071.49 
12.50 


12.50 
12.50 


Paga 1 


1475/94 


Treasurer's Report 
12/19/93 Through 1/25/94 

‘Nam Date Payee Cc Catego Amount 
1/16/94 Tom Dick WASQDZ | Membership . 30.00 

1/22/94 Mare Schiele NINPN Membership _—==—«(25.00 

1/22/94 Robert Head WA9ZLQ Membership 25.00 

Total Month Ending 1/31/94 358.64 
Ending Balance As Of 1/31/94 3,887.98 


MINUTES OF TARS BOARD MEETING 1/6/94 


The regular TARS board meeting was held at 7:00 PM Thursday 
January 6 at the Red Cross. Attending were N9OGWS, K5LPS, NOIWC, 
KB9OBPJ, WASBYZ, and KASTML. 


Minutes of the last board meeting as published in SPARKS were 
approved. The Treasurer reported a current balance of $3071.43. 


KASTML reported on field day planning. Options discussed were the 
use'of shelters at either Burdette Park or the F.O.P. facility. 
If the Burdette Park location was selected there would be 


difficulties due to the Park closure at night. The alternative of— -~- 


operating only on Saturday was discussed as possibility. 


NOGWS reported that a 30 cup coffee urn had been purchased by the 
Club to be used at meetings and other activities. Coffee and 
donuts will be provided at the first meeting of the new licensing 
class starting Saturday 1/8/94. 


Terry Brooks N9RZG was nominated and elected as Director to fill 


the unexpired term of Steve Harmon NOHGF who has resigned due to a. 


conflict with his work schedule. 


N9GWS reported that the cost to refurbish the recently donated (ex 
city police) repeater and put it on the air as a remote -would be in 
excess of $1000. It was felt that this should not be undertaken at 
this time. The possibility of using the repeater as a standby for 
the 146.79 was discussed and will be investigated. 


Meeting adjourned at 8:30 PM. 
K5LPS, Bill, ACTING SECRETARY 


T.A.R.S. MEETING FEB. 10, 1994--7:30pm RED CROSS--BINGO-XYLs WELCOME 


OWENSBORO WINTERFEST Nat'l Guard Armory--Feb. 12--8:00am - 2:00pm 
CINCINNATI ARRL '94 Great Lakes Div. Convention--Feb. 26 - 27. 

VE testing Owensboro Hamfest--Feb. 12, 1994 

VE testing Owensboro March 11--Stanley Spencer, AC4YU-502-825-1694 


VE testing Evansville--Red Cross--March 12--Cecil West, WQ9U-985-0109 


THOR RADIO asc 


"TWANSUILLE 


President: 

Chas. Apfelstadt, N9GWS 
V. President: 

Wm. Cook, K5SLPS 
Secretary: 

Hal Wilson, WBOFNN 
Treasurer: 

Matt Dean, KB9OBPJ 

Board of Directors: 
Chris Flake. WY9N 


ca Terry Brooks, NORZG 


Paul Rice, WA9BYZ 
Robert Henn, KA9TML 
James Barrow, W9CVN 
Keith Phillips, N9OIWC 


T.A.R.S. Board meetings 
the First Thursday of each 
month at 7:00pm at the 
American Red Cross. 


T.A.R.S.. Regular club 
meetings the Second Thurs- 
day of the month at 7:30pm 
-at the American Red Cross 
corner of Diamond Ave. & 
Heidelbach Ave. 


The Tri-State Emergency 
Net meets each Wednesday 
evening at 8:00pm on the 
T.A.R.S. W90G repeater 
147.75/15. Alternate re- 
peater 146.19/79. 


For Club business write: 
T.A.R.S. 

P.O. Box 4521 
Evansville, In. 47724 


SPARKS is published month- 
ly by the Tri-State Amateur 


Radio Society--Evansville, In. 


SPARKS STAFF: 

Blanche Elpers, KA9EIV 

Matt Dean, KB9OBPJ 
Material: for: publication 
must be received by the 
25th of the month preceding 
publication date. 
-Blanche Elpers, KA9EIV 
840 Herndon Dr. 47711_ 
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Submit to 


ATV REPEATER IN OPERATION 


Evansville now has a fully operating Amateur Tele- 
vision Repeater. It's call is WBOPLR/R. Receiving 
the repeater can be accomplished using a down con- 
verter with a TV set. Down converters can be pur- 
chased for $49-$89 from several sources. An inex- 
pensive way (if you have a TV with a cable ready 
Tuner and live within 10 blocks of the Red Cross 
building) is to set your TV on cable channel 58 
and use an outside antenna vertically polarized 
pointed in the direction of the Red Cross. 


I would prefer to see you purchase a minimum 10 
watt ATV transceiver, use it with a camcorder and 
TV set to set-up a working station. Anyone want- 
some help can call me at 853-1912 in the evenings. 
In addition, I plan to clo. a TARS meeting program 
in the near future. 


Tune in the repeater anytime a Space Shuttle miss- 
ion is in progress and you will sée live mission 
video and audio. We also hope to have a weather 
radar feed soon. 


Repeater Input: 439.25Mhz Video Carrier 
Output: 427.25 Mhz Video Carrier 
Polarization: Vertical 


Bill Shinn, WBOPLR 


de QST January 1994 - 


HAM RADIO IN THE BLOOD 

Amateur Radio is a multigenerational family affair for Ed 
Folz, KSHVI, of Evansville, In. Ed was licensed! in 1955, 
and his brothers-in-law, Tec Gorski, NOAWA, and Lou Gorski, 
KB9HD, soon followed. When they got old enough, his sons 
Bob Folz, N8KQM, of Cincinnati, Oh.;.Marty Folz, KASHTT, of 
Fraser, Mich.; Ed Folz Jr., NO@P, St. Charles, Mo.; Ken 
Folz, N9COX, Durham, N. Car. joined him--even Rodney's 

wife Emily Folz, N@KQN, and Ed's nephew, Scott Folz, 
KB9OFAB, Of McAllen, Tx. got into the act. 


Although they're now spread throughout the East and Mid- 
west, the Folz family often meets on the Mid-Cars net 
(7.258 Mhz LSB) and in Ohio each April at the Dayton 
HamVention.--Stephen Beaven, State Journal-Register, 
Springfield, I1. 


Also licensed is Ed's brother Jerry, WD9ATZ. His Mother 
Meg Folz, K9GBB is now a Silent Key. 


ARRL National Traffic System Sponsors New Award 
By Luck Hurder, KY1T 


Traffic handlers, Amateur Radio Emergency Service members, and other public 
service communicators have for some years had access to several popular certificates 
and awards. These include the Brass Pounders League certificates and medallions, 
as well as the Public Service Honor Roll, National Traffic system Service Award, and 
Public Service Commendation certificates. 


But these awards have traditionally appeared difficult to obtain, at least to some 
amateurs. Indeed, today’s newcomer to the Amateur Radio Service often finds 
her/himself daunted by the seemingly impossible task of earning, for example, 500 
BPL points or 70 PSHR points in a given month. 


So, recognizing the needs of amateurs new to the public service 
communications arena, ARRL HQ and the senior officials of the National Traffic 
System area staffs nationwide are now making available a new, easy-to-strive-for 
certificate, designed expressly for neophyte traffic handlers. | 


Just like BPL medallions and PSHR certificates, these awards are available on 
a-one-time-basis-only.—To-obtain one, U.S. Amateur-Radio licensees must show proof _— _ __ ° 
of having ORIGINATED (not merely transmitted by their stations -- but ORIGINATED) 
at least four properly-formatted NTS messages in a one-month time frame. It will be 
up to the amateur to determine who his SM/STM is, and how to provide the 
necessary proof to the proper, duly-appointed SM/STM of his Section. 


A side benefit of this scheme, from a management perspective, is that the 

amateur will need to become at least peripherally aware of why the term “origination” 
is by definition an off-the-air function, why it’s likely to be of service to the public 
(rather than to himself), and who the responsible ARRL Leadership Officials are in his 
local traffic-handling community. 
In addition, it’s likely that they will suddenly become clear on who they can turn to 
for traffic training information, complimentary Public Service Communications 
Manuals, and other necessary materials that ARRL HO makes available to the local 
Leadership Officials. 


Amateurs seeking the new National Traffic System Message Origination Award 
are encouraged to contact their SM and/or STM for further details as to local 
implementation procedures for obtaining this prestigious new NTS award. 


On the following page you will find more on the National Traffic 
System and also a copy of the ARRL (RADIOGRAM) message form. 


" 


’ 


NATIONAL TRAFFIC SYSTEM 


To acquaint those newly licensed amateurs or others who have never 
become acquainted with traffic handling, here is information to en- 
lighten you. 


There are several means of traffic handling, Ritty nets, CW nets, Phone 
nets and Packet. I'm more familiar with the phone nets which meet three 


times a day at 1330Z, 21302 and 23002 365 days a year on or ahout 3910 
Khz. 


These nets are linked to the 9th region net (Ind., I1l., Ky., & Wisc.) 
which is linked to the Central Area net. The 75 Meter Interstate Side- 
band net (ISSB) is a good net to pass traffic on. Amateurs from all 
areas of the US & Canada check in daily. It meets on 3985 at O1002. 


To originate your message, fill out the message form. Your number, Pre- 
cedence (Emergency, Priority, Welfare, Routine), your call in the station 
of origin space, Check (Number of words in message), place of origin 
(Your city of location), Time filed (Use ZULU time) and Date. 


To---Name & Address of person going to 
Telephone Number of person going to. 
Message should be no more than 25 words. 
Your name & Call. 


- 


If you need further help, please call 424-9182--Blanche, KAQEIV. 


THE AMERICAN RADIO RELAY LEAGUE 


RADIOGRAM 


VIA AMATEUR RADIO 


PRECEDENCE We STATION OF ORIGIN Crock PLACE OF ORIGIN ' TIME FILED PATE 


To THIS RADIO MESSAGE WAS RECEIVED AT 
AMATEUR STATION PHONE 
NAME ° 
STREET ADDRESS el 
CITY AND STATE 
BL) be Nh i a = 
PHONE HUMMER 
1 im 
_ = = ———— ee 
" 
a) PROM nat rent ; wn ATF rime 
PEC OD SENT 
SMISSAGT WAS HANDLED THREE OF CHARGE Ny A LICENSED AMA TEI BALI min AMERICA RADIO AFLAY LEAGUE, INC. (tS THE NATIONAL METthe eerie 
TATOR AHOST ADDRECS (5 SHOWN IN THE ROM AT RIGHT ARIOVE AS Bede Society OF LICENSED PALTIO AMATEURS AND THE PUBLISHER OF OST hts 
APTS AME HANRDIED SOLEIL ® ror the PLR ASLIPT OF OVE IA tite hry CrIRA JINF ONE MF LOC PUIRC TIONS 16 PROMOTION OF TURLIC SERVICE rematbetry 
arircal Ant nF ATreFPIFO R¥ A WAM CWE ATON A RETINA MESSAGE TIONS AMON AMATLFUR OPERATORS TO THAT END THE LEAGHIIE Har 
, PO PIL WITH TUE SPAR DELI ERG Tene er esaGe TO vert FURTHER 2h TU NATIONAL TRAFFIC SYSTFM TOR DAILY NATION WIDE MFee aA te ota 
COVPORA TOOT C878 ARAATOO UR RATIO TAY NIT CONT Atte ts Fro Ame) BAN iy apee 
APTERS 225 MAIN STATO, rat wit io erin ment 


PRINTEM mts A 


—_ —————————— 


) 116 —eereneres 
HELP THE RED CRUSS HOM STATION 
GIVE BLUOD PLEASE 220 H. FULTON AVE. 


Hon. thru. Eri. 
8:00am to 5:00pm 


TAIL. ELECTRONICS INC. 
SEMICUNDUCTERS 
MICROPROCESSORS 

SYSTEMS & SUPPLIES 
Sal. 7:02 to 3:00 


2121 N. BEDFORD AVE. 
PH. —— Abe-sels. . PH. BI2-422--0231 rs] 


PH, —— 425-1100 ,, 


» 


——— 


The T.A.R.S. meeting of January 13 was one of the most enter- 
taining of the year. 'Little Ed' Folz, K9HVI, (High Voltage 
Insulator), conducted the auction. There were many, many laughs. 
If you were not there, you really missed a good time. 


THANKS, Ed for an enjoyable evening. We appreciate your 


willingness to be Auctioneer year after year. 


NOTICE 1994 dues are due as of January 1. ‘This will he your 
last SPARKS until they are paid. 


Blanche, KAQEIV 


- 

ae — 

— —— —— 

= a —_ 

— a oumne, 
— —_=~— 
~ —_—~ 


ARR e rRI-STATE 


"EVANSVILLE SUNS 


P.O. Box 4521 EVANSVILLE, IN 47724 


Hal Wilson WBOFNN (S) 
& Carol KBOHDZ 
11555 Lameys Lane 


Evansville, IN 47711 


AMATEUR RADIO SOCIE 


“ EVANSVILLE 


w90G 
TRI-STATE 


Vol. ‘XLIX March 1994 .. 


The Tri-State Amateur Radio Society Newsletter 


INDIANA "P,Q. 4521 EVANSVILLE, INDIANA 47724 


CQ CQ de N9OGWS 


We have had two fun meetings. 


Jan. & Feb. The Bingo was a lot 


of fun, even though the other 
table took home quite a few of 
the prizes. Thanks to Delores, 
KAQOKRD, for the Great Cupcakes 
& to Marc Millhone, NORLD & 

his crew for handling the mech- 
anics of the Bingo. 


As I am writing this, it is 
about 18 - 20 degrees and snow- 
ing. Five days ago, it was 

70 deg. plus. Welcome to 
Evansville! 


It is time to look forward to 
helping some of our friends. 
The Red Cross Soccer Tournament 
will be held on March 26-27. 

We will furnish all of their 
communications & we need quite 
a few operators. PLEASE CALL 
ME. Ph. 477-7716. 


We also are going to need Ham- 
fest help. It's only 3 months 
away. 

THANKS, Charlie, N9GWS 


Mar. 10, 1994 TARS MEETING 


The next club meeting will be held 
in the new SIG&ECO building at ONE 
North Main St. at 7:30pm. The 
parking lot is located directly 
across from McDonald's on Main St., 
adjacent to the Lloyd Expressway. 
(The Norman P. Wagner Operations 
Building is a "No Smoking" facil- 
ity.) After a short business Meet- 
ing, we will tour the gas and elec- 
tric operations control centers. 
The electric System Power Control 
Center is sporting a new System 
Control-and Data Acquisition (SCADA) 
system to monitor the electrical 
generation and distribution of 
power. If you like computers, 
digital communication, RF, mega- 
Watts of electrical power or gas 
by the millions of cubic feet, you 
will find this meeting of interest. 


NOTICE 
The March TARS meeting will be 


on Thursclay the 10th at SIG & E CO. 
NO MEETING AT RED CROSS. 


TARS members who have paid their 1994 dues by SPARKS deadline and who 
live in the Evansville, In. calling area will find their 146.19/79 


repeater codes in this issue. 


PLEASE DO NOT pass these codes along to someone who says he cid not 
get them. Anyone who has paid and does not have~the access codes must 
contact Chris Lantaff, KE9YK, 473-5382. 


s ® 3 " 
MINUTES — BOARD MEETING — 2/3/94 


The February, 1994, board meeting was called to order by NSGWS at 7 PM with 
NOGWS, NSIWC, NORZG, KASTML, KBSOBPJ, WSCVN, WASBYZ, KSLPS and WBSFNN 
attending. Since the secretary did not attend the January meeting there 
were no minutes to read. The Treasurer reported a balance of $3,925.48. 


March club meeting will be at SIGECO with WSFHA as host. K5LPS is 
attempting to get W40YI, George Wilson, ARRL President, to speak at a 
future meeting. 


KASTML has reserved shelter house #8 at Burdette Park as the site of Field 
Day °94 on 6/24. Since the park closes at midnight, activities will begin 
noon and end before the gates close. Club generators need to be checked and 
run, if they have not been run, to be sure they are in good working order. 


Hamfest preparations include agreement the Secretary will send off letters 
to get ARRL sanction and to get listings set up in QST and 73. He also 
will work on preparation of art for flyers and post cards. N9RZG will 
investigate cost of tickets for admission and prizes. N9IWC is to write 
letters to area clubs inviting them to attend. 


President advised that Field Day, Freedom Festival Parade, Balloons and 
Thunder all are the same weekend. Plans for these to be developed as 
details become clear. WBSFNN will setup plans for the Special Event 
Station to be operated during Freedom Festival. He also advised that a new 
receiver for the 147.15 repeater is to be shipped early week of 2/13. 


NSIWC suggested the club establish a "Elmer" committee to assist new hams 
and potential hams-who-need guidance. -This-is tobe brought up -at--a- future | 
club meeting for discussion. 


Meeting adjourned at 8:30 PM. 
WBOFNN, Secretary 
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MINUTES —- TARS MEETING — 2/10/3934 


The regular February meeting was called to order by N9OGWS at 7:30. 
Introductions began the order of business. Since the January minutes and 
Treasurer’s report were published in Sparks they were not read. Following a 
few brief announcements, refreshments were dispensed, following the annual 
Bingo night which provided a lot of fun for all. 


Among the announcements was word that the new receiver was received for the 
147.15 repeater which would be installed as soon as possible: For the 
information of all concerned, the following quote from the specifications 
for the new receiver may help users to understand why we had problems with 
the Icom transceiver which substituted to keep the repeater operating while 
we waited for Spectrun. 


“the receiver incorporates a new, advanced design Squelch circuit 
which has many benefits over older, simpler designs. The 
Hysteresis circuit reduces squelch “chop-out” effects on weak, 
fluttery signals. This circuit keeps the squelch "open" even 
though the weak received signal may have faded a few dB below the 
original threshold (opening) point." 


WBSFNN, Secretary 
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LAST NAME 


we we mw en tee 


Anger mel er 
Apfelstadt 
ASKREN 
Bair 

Barr 
Barrow 

Rar ton 
Rennett 
BRENNER 


re RROGES 


Carver 
"Castle 
“Chrigman 

Claments 

Cleveiand 

Cammens 

Conley 

C00% 

COX 

CROOKS 

Dawson 

Dean 

DECAMPS 

Deignan 

Dick 

DONOVAN 

fonavan 


" Elpers 


ESCHE 
Foiz 
Forster 
FUTRELL 
Galbraith 
Foedel 
GREENWELL 
Harmon 
Head 
Henn 
HOLL AND 
Howard 
JGHNSON 
Krause 
-Lantatf 
Marsh 
MARSH 
MATTYEWS 
MAURER 
ficGrath 
HcGuyer 
Hengon, dr. 
HILLHONE 
Moore 
Muensterman 
~ PRETTSCHER 
Fhillips 
» Fruden 
Reed 
Rice 
Ritter 


>» 


FIRST NANE 


ee en or er ed 


David 
Charlie 
ROBERT V, 
TE. 

Don 

James 
Herschel] 
dohn A. 
MIKE 

TERRY L. 
William H, 
Navid 
Larry (Chris) 
Lisa 
LaRue 
Russel 
Gordon 
WILLIAM 
ALAN &. 
HAROLD 
James 
Matthew 
MARK 
Leonard 0, 
Thomas 
THOMAS 8, 
Thomas Q. 


’ Blanche 


BRIAN 

Ed 

Larry 
ROBERT L. 
Henry 

Fon 
JOSEPH 
Steve 
Robert J. 
Robert E. 
ROBERT W. 
Lambert Bev 
NATE 
Anthony 
Chris 
Janes 
JASON 
ROLLIE 
LEO A, 
George 
Clifford 
Arthur 
MARC 
Jimmy L. 
Harold 
EARL E. 
Keith W. 
beoffrey 
Elvin 
Fau) A, 
Fred 


Pans i 


we tee oe 


Nogul 
N9GHS 
NOLJE 
KRIARO 
NOKAF 
WOCWN 
KE90G 
NaX 
NORAE 
NORIG 
KAIRC 
WAOr I 
KOOXY 
KAIVLY 
W9LBS 
WRONAU 
WROW 
KSLFS 
NOTCY 
NOQVB 
KALIH 
KBORPS 
NOPDL 
WHOJVP 
wA90D2 
NOUYY 
NIEGI 
KAYEIY 
WBIOVR 
KoHVI 
WOENI 
NOVGN 
WORDJ 
KFORR 
KROHGZ 
NOLGF 
WAIILG 
KASTML 
NOWAS 
w9EC 
KFONY 
NSNAY 
KESYK 
WONJE 
NORTE 
NOWKI 
KROACN 
WOURT 
W9CH 
WAITER 
NORLD 
WDEDH 
N9DEO 
WNSHRR 
NOTWC 
KOHCE 
WR9VSO 
WARY 
NOH 


SLOT 


PHOKE 


a 


BXB~ 5307 
417-7746 


867-0847 - 


477-3549 
957-5200 
A77-#als 
963-3779 
464-7595 
427-5486 
479-9788 
476-7735 
824-5984 
985-5457 
823-1882 
847-5519 
867-7250 
479-7391 
BAI-SARK_ 
476-9870 
479 SAGE 
476-9644 
474-5554, 
Pin 4 AAS 
476-272 
474-2188 
WATS 
424-4013 
426-9182 
473-5602 
476-895 Ls 
422-1987 
423-1320 
476-7681 
$79-1525_ 
853-7836 
474-8842, 
479-8485 
985-2677. 
477-924 
474-1847_ 
a53-906% 
93-7862 
473-8382 


~ 876-9359. 


425-7893 
98t-MIL 
474-2324 
47-R79L- 
474-7483 
995-2674 
477-1892 
RS2-4048 
423-9182 
B5E-S11ML 
425-3012 
477-8262, 


867-2855 
478-BS 38. 


477-4464 
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LAST NAME 


ee eee eed 


Russell 


Schaeter, Sr. 


SCHIELE 
SCHMITT 
Schoettiin 
Shinn 
Shoptaugh 
Silverman 
Smal] 
STOVALL 
TEVAULT 
THOMAS 
Utley 
Waldo 
Wathen 
Weil, dr. 
WEISLING 
Wilson 
Wilson 
Wilson 
Wurtz 


1994 USER CODES FOR T.A.R.S. 144,79 REPEATER 


FIRST NANE CALL SLOT PHONE # 
William D. AE92 7 479-5699 
Richard NONCG 43 = 425-9588 
MARC NONPN 47 474-994) 
LEONARI) N9QVO 128 «426-2883 
Albert WOUKS = 45 477-8501 
Hillian WBOPLR 62 «853-1912 
James KASKRE 69 853-9459 
Horton W960 78 = 4876-2984 
John D. WOFHA 710 867-7858. 
HAROLD ° WHKIE 72 423-1885 
HIKE NOOLD 121 983-4381 
NEIL K, NOD5E 122 985-5482 
George L, NOFMO 73 8477-9708 

ee 

Ralph K9STX 74 425-3841 

Dean KF9DL §=123 867-2862. 
Robert A. KESPY 81 = 876-3825 
WILBUR A, W9OVB. 77) = 425-9822 
Garlan (Willie) WD9FHA 98 853-7296 

Hal WBOFNN 79 867-3151 
Vaughn H, K9TJM = 78 985-2827 

Paul K9JSK BA 423-8786 


50 


AUTOPATCH: ( 9% AND PHONE NUMBER ) 


AUTODIAL: 


(g¢ AND SLOT NUMBER ) 


EMERGENCY AUTODIAL: 


941 
912 
13 
914 
915 
916 
917 
919 


911 EMERGENCY 
STATE POLICE 


POSEY CO, SHERIFF 


WARRICK CO, SHERIFF 
SIGECO 

ENA OFFICE 

RED CROSS 

WEATHER INFORMATION 


EXTEND PATCH TIMER: #83 


HANGUP: 4 


S-METER: 


3 


. 


PAD TEST: ¢ 5 AND ANY DIGIT/DIGITS } 


Please check your listed slot phone number and 
make sure it is correct. You may also want to 
check it on the air and make sure their was 
not an error in programing. 

if you have an error or have any questions, 
please contact ; Chris Lantaff KEIYK 473-5382 


ole. Kell 
6922 O[e dau/herrtran LL 
(Nupur 


47630 ] 
(S3-G635 1 
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Treasurer's Report 


AMATETR RADIO SOCH ET 1/25/94 Through 2/26/94 
EVANSVILLE a 
Num Date Payee Cc Catego: Amount 
President: 7s 
V. President: 
Wm. Cook, KSLPS Month Ending 1/31/94 
Secretary: ; 1/30/94 Neil Thomas N9DGE . Membership 25.00 
Hal Wilson, WB9FNN 1/30/94 Herschel Barton KE90G Membership 12.50 
Teaasunee 1/30/94 _ Interest Paid (Checking, Acct.) Interest 7.73, 
Matt Dean, KB9BPJ Total Month Ending 1/31/94 45.23 
| Board of Directors: Ending Balance As Of 1/31/94 3,933.21 °~, 
See ee Month Ending 2/28/94 3 
Tere ones 1072 «2/3/94 ~—Ss Robert Henn KA9TML Field Day (47.25)° 
Paul Rice, WAIBYZ 1073 «2/3/94. Charles Apfelstadt NOGWS Recreation (6.28) 
Robert Henn, KA9TML 2/9/94 Leonard Schmitt NIQVQ Membership 25.00 ,. 
James Barrow, W9CVN 2/9/94 — Morton Silverman W9GJ Membership 12.50 
Keith Phillips, N9OIWC 2/9/94 Matt Dean KB9BPJ Membership 25.00 
1074 2/9/94 William Shinn WB9PLR Repeater-Packet (250.00) 
T.A.R.S. Board meetings 1075 2/9/94 Blanche Blpers KASBIV SPARKS (52.92) 
the First Thursday of each 2/11/94 Hal Wilson WB9ENN Membership 12.50 
| month at 7:00pm at the 2/11/94 Marc Millhone N9RLD Membership 25.00 
Anecd Red C ; 2/11/94 Alan Cox NOTCV Membership 25.00 
Be ge ee 2/11/94 Paul Rice WA9BYZ Membership 25.00 
2/11/94 Mike Tevantt NSOLD Membership 25.00 
aa aden en - 2/11/94 Thomas B. Donovan NOVYJ ‘Membership 25.00 
pbc a Malar aaa ae amd 2/11/94 Robert Weil KE9PV Membership 25.00 
day of the month at 7:30pm 2/11/94 Larry Chrigman K9OXX Membership 25.00 
at the American Red Cross 2/11/94 Harold Crooks N9QVB Membership 25.00 
corner of Diamond Ave. & 1076 2/11/94 ~~ Charles Apfelstadt N9GWS Recreation (106.77) 
Heidelbach Ave. 2/17/94 Leonard Delgman WB9JVP Membership 25.00 
2/17/94 Anthony Krause NSNBV Membership 25.00 
The Tri-State Emergency 1077 2/19/94 Charles Apfeistadt NSGWS Repeater-Packet (5.83) 
Net meets each Wednesday 1078 2/19/94 Charles Apfelstadt NSGWS Repeater-Packet : (95.00) 
evening at 8:00pm on the Total Month Bnding 2/28/94 (539.05) 
T.A.R.S. W90G repeater Ending Balance As Of 2/28/94 3,394.16 


147.75/15. Alternate re- 
peater 146.19/79. 


For Club business write: ENDING BALANCE __.. ea I RE A TET 3,394.16 
T.A.R.S. 

P.O. Box 4521 Feb. 18, 1994 

Evansville, In. 47724 I would like to THANK TARS Board & Membership for its 


fine support of the ATV Repeater. The support means 
a lot to me and I feel ATV can play an important roll 
Teadtunap eae asta vee in emergency communications as well as be a lot of 

y by the Tri-State Amateur fun. THANKS again for the $250.00. 


Radio Society--Evansville, In. Bi Shinn L 
SPARKS STAFF: Cpe cen geet oe 
Blanche Elpers, KA9EIV NOTICE---Deadline for material for SPARKS is the 25th" 
dene Dean, KBOBPJ of each month. Thanks to the following who sent art-., 
Material. for. publication icles this month: NOGWS, WB9OFNN, WOFHA, WROW/N4XI, 
must be received by the KBOBPJ, KE9YK & WBOPLR. 
25th of the month preceding KAQEIV 


publication date. Submit to 
Blanche Elpers, KA9EIV 
840 Herndon Dr. 47711 


eden 
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9600 baud packet node now on the air 


Evansville's Packet Node for the 220 MHZ, high speed packet 
backbone went on the air Sunday Feb. 20, 1994. This backbone will 
link Evansville and Owensboro to Petersburg and the backbone being 
built across the mid US. During the summer months the network links 
should be completed from west of Kansas City to the east coast. 
Bloomington, Bedford and Indianapolis should also be complete by 
summer. 


Access to the 9600 baud backbone is via 2 meters or 440 MHZ. 
only. 1200 baud access is available on W90G-3 @ 145.090 MHZ, 9600 
baud access is available on W90G-2 @ 445.50 MHZ. The antenna site 
is just off Oak Hill Road SE of the airport. If you aim your beams 
in the general direction of the airport you should be able to 
connect with no trouble. N4XI'S weather server and KASLQM BBS have 
9600 baud links and should operational by the time you read this. 


More details in next month's SPARKS. 


Bye, Gordon & John WROW / N4XxI 


In the February SPARKS I had an article on traffic handling. A few days 
later I received a message from Ken, W9MR, informing me of other means 
of message handling. He mentioned AMTOR, PACTOR and CLOVOR. I am only 
acquainted with traffic as handled on the phone traffic nets. I think 
it would be very educational if Ken would submit an article on his 

-.. message—ferwarding capabilities_and experience. = — 2. 0 


Blanche, KAQEIV 


The February meeting was the annual Bingo. ‘There were 31 members & 
guests present. It was a lot of fun with a nice & varied number of 
prizes. Everyone seemed to enjoy themselves and all enjoyed eating 
the delicious cup cakes baked by Delores, KAQKRD. THANKS Delores. 


Silent Key---Corneilus (Mike) Head, WB9ZQE, of Indianapolis, In. 
Mike was active with ARRL and had been Section Emergency Coordinator. 
Mike attended TARS Hamfests in the past. 


VE (ARRL) test session---Saturday March 12, 1994 at 9:00am CST at 

Red Cross Bldg corner Diamond Ave. & Heideibach. Fee $5.75. If you 
are currently licensed be sure to bring along your license plus a photo 
copy. Also any current certificate you may have plus a photo copy of it. 
If you have a question, DO NOT call the Red Cross. Contact Cecil West, 
WQ9U, at 985-0109. 


Southern Indigna Network Meeting Held in Jasper 


A regional meeting of the Indiana Digital Experimenters Association 
CIDEA) #& was held in Jasper, IN on February 26. The purpose of the 
meeting was to discuss expanding the Southern Indiana Network CSIN). I 
would estimate there were at least 30 people in attendance. 


Interest in building and expanding the network has grown considerably 
over the past year. Oddly, the "meeting-ofter-the-meeting” at a nearby 
Hardees was actually more productive than the Formal meeting itself. 


To highlight the major areas of the mesting: 


1. A newly Formed club in the Terre Haute area is going to sponsor a 
node that will eventually add the much needed connection to St. Louis 
via the southern Illinois network. This group wos a major surprise 
to myself and others due to the number of users we were completely 
unaware of in that area. So many in Fact that a sub-net has to be 
Formed to handle the numbers! Best of luck to the Jlliana Packet 
Association and their plans For the Future. 


e. The Bedford club will put a new backbone node. This node will 
replace the Bloomington 220 backbone node. Bedford and Bloomington 
will Form a sub-net and will access the network at the new 
Bedford/Mitchell node. 


3. The Paoli radio club will put up their node in the very near future. 


4, A new group in Jasper, headed by amateurs involved in the EOC will be 
putting up a node there. They are in the planning stages. 


S. Petersburg will get a face change when the LAN moves From 145.01 to 
145.59 and changes colls to PTB:NSUTU-3. This move will hopefully 
cure the interference problems experienced by this node as well as 
the routing problems the network has been experiencing. 


6. The Madison group wants in on the Fun too, so they will be putting up 
ao bockbone node at their QTH. Madison is in the planning stages. 


The E0Cs present discussed some of their options and plans For use of 
the network. More on this topic loter. | 


Also, the 220 node linking into SIN CSouthern Indiana Network] is in . 
ploce. The node will require some tweaking that will be accomplished in- 
the next week or so. 


All the above will hopefully be functional by mid 19934. Much is 


happening with pocket in our area. I apologize if anything was left 
Out. A Busy, busy meeting. 
73; 


John Bennett, NYXI 
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QS L ing 


What is a QSL? It is a written confirmation of a two-way amateur 

radio contact. When did you send your last QSL? When did you receive 
your most recent QSL? When I receivecdl my Amateur Raclio license, my 
first goal’ was to receive a QSL from all 50 States, WAS. Next was a 
QSL from a country in each of the 6 Continents, WAC. Then came working 
for DXCC. 


On 2-meters you don't hear much about QSLing, but it is still going on. 

In 1993, ARRL members sent ahout 7.25 tons of QSL cards, more than two 
million, through the ARRL Outgoing QSL Service. The US Incoming QSL 
Bureau's Volunteers sorted more than two million cards in 1993. Mar. QST. 
Not all QSLsS are handled by the Bureaus. There are those who prefer to 
QSL direct. It is still a thrill to open an envelope, just received in 
the mail, and find a QSL from a contact you recently made. As years go 
by, it is entertaining to go through the shoe boxes of cards and recall 
past contacts. 


KAQEIV 


Want to do a good deed with the DX postage stamps on your letters or 
cards? Send them to San Francisco Shrine Stamp Club, 1651 19th Ave., 
San Francisco, Ca. 94122. The Shriner's Hospital of San Francisco, 
which provides treatment and rehabilitation for children with ‘burns, 
has a stamp collecting program for its long term patients. March QST 


FCC BACKS HAMS AGAINST "SCANNER LAWS" 


An FCC decision on August 20, 1993, the result of a five-year ARRL effort, gives 
Amateur Radio operators a powerful new tool to use against ill-conceived local and 
state laws and ordinancés. 

£ 
Once referred to as the "scanner laws proceeding," the Commission's Memorandum Opinion 
and Order actually goes much/further than simply saying that amateurs have a federal 
right to own and operate their radios. The Commission's decision supports at length 
the very essence of the purpose of the Amateur Radio Service. 


The history of the proceeding, Pr Docket 91-36, begins with the FCC Part 97 Rules Re- 
write proceeding in 1988. The League's comments in Docket 88-139 proposed the addition 
of a new section to the FCC Rules to clarify that the possession of amateur equipment, 
regardless of whether that amateur equipment is incidentally capable of receiving com- 
munications on frequencies allocated to other services, is permissible. 


Since then, state statutes and local ordinances have continued to be construed and 
applied to permit confiscation of Amateur Radio mobile transceivers from licensed ama- 
teurs, merely because those transceivers are capable of receiving certain land mobile 
bands in addition to amateur frequencies. 


The Commission's ruling will relieve amateurs of the growing, unreasonable burden estab- 
lished by these laws, which interfere with the proper functioning of the Amateur Radio 


Service and the public service communications provided by amateurs. 
November 1993 QST 
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TAWIL ELECTRONICS INC 
SEMICONDUCTERS 
MICROPROCESSORS 
SYSTEMS & SUPPLIES 
Pifi N. BEDFORD AVE. 


PH. —— 4285-1100 ;, 


———— a —_ a $$$ 


| HELP THE RED CROSS et STATION 


z LT TES 
GIVE BLOOD PLEASE 220 N. FULTON AVE. 
i Mon. thru Fri. 
A:AGam to 5:00pm 
Sal. 97:00 to 3:00 
Mh BI2-422-G231 


PH. —— AG2-3215 i 


On November 29, 1993, a new General class question pool was released to the 

public domain by the National VEC Conference Question Pool Committee (QPC). This new 
pool is to be implemented in examinations beginning July 1, 1994, Accordingly, the 
current General class pool will expire after June 30, 1994, 


The next question pool up for revision is the Advanced pool (Element 4A), slated for 
update this summer.. The new Advanced pool would take effect July 1, 1995. An up- 
dated Advanced Class syllabus will be released by the QPC on February 1, 1994 (send 
an SASE to the ARRL/VEC if you'd like a copy). The Extra Class question pool is 
scheduled to be updated during 1995, for implementation July 1, 1996. 
VE EXPRESS Jan. 1994 


Upcoming Hamfests 

March 13, 1994--Morgan Co.--Indianapolis, In.--State Fairgrounds. 
March 26, 1994--Elizabethtown, Ky - 
April 2, 1994--Columbus. JIn.--Bartholomew Co. 4-H Fairgrounds. 

June 5, 1994--Evansville, In. TARS Hamfest--Vanderburgh Co. 4-H Fairgrounds 
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NOTES FROM CHARLIE -—- N9OGWS ~- 


Several "THANK YOU's" are due to various people! 


FIRST--to John Small, W9OFHA, for a very interesting March meeting. 
Everyone there sure enjoyed the tour of S.I.G. & E. Co's Control 
Center. I did not understand a lot of it, but it was interesting. 


THANKS to Keith Phillips, N9IWC, Marc Millhone, NORLD, Terry Brooks, 
NORZG and Hal Wilson, WBOFNN, for teaching a very successful] licensing 
Class. It ran for nine weeks and we gained 20+ new hams, who are now 
Waiting for "Tickets". 


There will be another class, starting April 11, at the Red Cross. 
This class will meet two nights per week, Monday & Wednesday, from 
6:00pm to 9:00pm, for about 5 to 6 weeks. Tell your friends. 

RED CROSS SOCCER 


The Red Cross Soccer "Classic" was held on March 26 & 27. This was 
their 3rd annual "Classic". 


In 1992, they used their radios and cellular phones, quite unsuc- 
cessfully. 


In 1993 we also helped. This year the Red Cross dropped everything 
else & gave the handling of all communications to the amateur radio 
operators. 


I was stationed at Headquarters both days and can't tell you how much > 
they bragged on & thanked us. 


Working the field sites were: 


‘Greg McLain, KB9OGNL . Terry Brooks, N9ORZG 
Marc Millhone, NORLD Dan Weil, KB9OGNI 
Ralph Waldo, K9STX Lisa Clements, KA9VLV 
Mike Palmer, N9ORAH Dean Wathen, KF9ODL 
"Chris" Chrisman, K9OXX Harold Crooks, N9GVB 


Jason Marsh, NORTB 


I apologize for the weather, which we could not control, but would 
like “any!" suggestions on anything related to the mechanics of the 
tournament, so I can relay them at the critique meeting!!! 


THANKS very much to all! 
Charlie, N9GWS © 


SILENT KEY ' 


Claude 'Gene' Smithhart, NOTRV, 46 of Mt. Vernon, In. passed away on 
March 15, 1994. 


Gene, licensed in 1993, could be heard on the 147.75/15 rptr. He was 
always willing to answer questions for other new amateurs. Surviving 

are his wife Charlotte, a daughter Nicole Renee of Mt. Vernon and a step- 
daughter Tara Renshaw of Carmi, a brother Sonny of Indianapolis. Grave- 


side services were at 10 am, Friday March 18 at Bellefontaine Cemetery. 


o 


MINUTES —- BOARD MEETING —- S3B/Y2/934 
The March, 1994, board meeting was called to order by N9OGWS at 7 PM with 


- NOGWS, NSIWC, NORZG, KASTML, KBSBPJ, WSCVN, KSLPS and WBSFNN attending. 


Minutes of the February meeting were read and approved. The Treasurer 
reported a balance of $3,394.16. 


March club meeting will be at SIGECO with WSFHA as host. April meeting 
Will be AA4FQ, Jeff Harris, who will make a presentation on moonbounce 
(earth-moon-earth) transmissions. 


The Red Cross soccer tournament will be March 26-27 and will require 8 - 18 
operators each day: Traffic will be light but coverage is needed from 7 AM 
to 5 PM each day. Charlie will handle calling for help. 


Hamfest preparations are moving ahead. The big problem discussed is how to 
get volunteers to help. 


Membership was discussed and the lengthy list of members who have not paid 
°94 dues. Because of their current physical condition, it was agreed to 
extend "complimentary" membership to W9GJ and WSRBV, both of whom have been 
very long term members. The unpaid members list was reviewed and each 
board member agreed to call certain individuals to push renewal. 


Meeting adjourned at 8:30 PM. 
WBSFNN, Secretary 


MINUTES —- TARS MEETING —- 2/10/0934 


The regular March meeting was called to order by N9GWS at 7:30 at SIGECO. 
‘Following welcome and introductions, a quick plea for help for the soccer 
tournament and the hamfest was made by the president. Meeting minutes and 
‘treasurer’s report as published in Sparks were accepted without reading. 
The meeting was then turned over to John Small. Following an introductory 
‘talk, we were taken on a tour of the new facilities at Main & Division St., 
which was enjoyed by all, including several of N4XI’s students from ITT. 


WBSFNN, Secretary 


TARS APRIL PROGRAM 


Jeff Harris AA4FQ will present what promises to be a very 
interesting program on moon bounce and other weak signal activities 
at the April meeting. Jeff has been active in EME work since 1985 
from Utica, KY and will bring us up to date on the current "state 
of the art". I think you will be surprised to find that, with 
recent improvements in low noise amplifiers and antennas, it is 
possible for a station with two 5 element Yagis and 30 watts to 
work the high power EME stations. Jeff will bring a short video of 
a contact in progress and his antennas, as well as, demonstrate a 
computer program that shows the signal polarization effects 
experienced in EME work. It looks like a really interesting 
program...see you there! 

Bill K5LPS 


—_ LL 


TARS Treasurer's Report - 
2/26/94 Through 4/2/94 
Num Date Payee Cc Category Amount 
Opening Balance As Of 2/26/94 3,394.16 
Month Ending 3/31/94 
3/5/94 Don Bender N9TIQ Membership 25.00 
3/5/94 Scott Sweeney NSQKK Membership 25.00 
3/5/94 Kenneth Martin W9MR Membership 25.00 
3/5/94 Richard Lynch KASHIR Membership 25.00 
3/5/94 Joe Falcony NITAC Membership -25.00 
3/5/94 Jeff Lyons KB9GMH Membership 25.00 
3/5/94 Joe Greenwell KBSHGZ Membership 25.00 
3/10/94 Chris Matthews N9JCA Membership 25.00 
3/10/94 Jeremy Matthews N9IZD Membership 5.00 
3/10/94 Tom Dickerson KAINOO Membership 25.00 
3/10/94 Interest Paid (Checking Acct.) Interest 7.46 
3/13/94 Stirman Rowland W9ZZY Membership 12.50. 
3/13/94 Roger Hyatt NSLDJ Membership 25.00 
3/13/94 Chris Lantaff KE9YK Membership 25.00 
3/13/94 Mike Palmer NSRAH Membership 25.00 
3/13/94 Robert Will NIWHB Membership 25.00 
3/13/94 Tom Bozikis KE9ZV Membership 15.00 
3/13/94 Alfred Wilber W9BPE Membership 12.50 
1079 3/13/94 Blanche Elpers KASEIV SPARKS (49.51) 
1081 3/13/94 + Keith Phillips NOTWC Miscellaneous (14.99) 
3/18/94 Harold J. Beumel Membership 25.00 
3/18/94 John D. Smith Membership 25.00 
3/18/94 Charles Apfelstadt N9GWS Miscellaneous (5.80) 
3/18/94 0.00 
1082 3/18/94 Ham Station Repeater-Packet (109.64) 
1083 3/18/94 ~ 4-H Center Hamfest (150.00) * 
3/20/94 Jeffrey L. Johnson Membership _ 25.00 
3/20/94 George Vanada WA9OCO Membership 12.50 
3/22/94 Interest Paid (Checking Acct.) Interest 6.64 
Total Month Ending 3/31/94 141.66 
Ending Balance As Of 3/31/94 3,535.82 
Month Ending 4/30/94 
4/2/94 Douglas G. Mikolasek Membership 25.00 
4/2/94 Larry Bosecker Membership 25.00 
4/2/94 Michael Knott Membership 25.00 
4/2/94 Frank Nagy Membership 25.00 
Total Month Ending 4/30/94 100.00 
Ending Balance As Of 4/30/94 3,635.82 
GRAND TOTAL 241.66 
ENDING BALANCE 3,635.82 


FOR SALE. 


KENWOOD TR 2600-A handheld 3.5 watt 140Mhz to 160Mhz receive, 


charger, 2 battery packs, 12 VDC auto adapter $175.00 
RADIO SHACK scanner PRO-33 20 Channel, portable 30 - 54Mhz, 136- 
174Mhz, 380 - 512Mhz, $75.00. 


RADIO SHACK 200 Channel, 120 Vac or 12 Vde power, 30 to 512Mhz 


Includes 108 - 136 aircraft band, $175.00. 
CALL CHRIS,K9OXX, at (812) 985-5452 


THE EVANSVILLE NODE STACK 
What is a node stack? A node stack is a collection of radios and 
computer hardware that permit computer-to-computer communications ‘ 
using packet radio. 


Referring to the block diagram, there are three radios. Each 
radio is referred to as a port and carries it’s own callsign and 
alias. An alias is like a nickname. It allows you to refer to 
another station using the alias rather than the call. For 
example, if someone wanted to connect to Fetersburg, the alias 
FTB could be used. You would not have to remember an unfamiliar 
call. Aliases used are normally easy to remember. 


FORTS 


#EVV:W90G-2 is the port that connects Evansville into the 

Southern Indiana Network (S.I.N.) backbone [NOTE: The backbone is 
a coordinated, protected frequency. Only coordinated network 
nodes are permitted on the backbone.J. The # sign is used in 
front of the alias by network convention. Any node that connects 
into the backbone has an alias starting with the # sign followed 
by a three letter identifier of the city in which it is located. 
Thus, #EVV is the Evansville network port. “The ‘’-2' following: 
the club’s call is a Secondary Station ID (SSID). The SSID 

allows the use of one call up to 16 times. 


EVV:W90G-3 is the 1200 baud user port on 145.09 MHz. User ports 
are normally referred to as a LAN or Local Area Network. 1200 
baud refers to the speed at which data is transferred. Most 
newcomers use 1200 baud because it is easy to set up and requires 
a minimum investment. 2M voice transceivers and HTs can be 
easily adapted for use. The best part is you can still use the 
radio for voice. 


EVV:W90G-1 is a 9600 baud user port. This is a lightning-fast * 
version of the 1200 LAN. This port is on 445.5 MHz and requires 
special equipment. A special 2W data radio (#100) and a 7600 

modem board (#75-$100) is required. 


GROUNDING AND LIGHTNING PROTECTION 


Where each coax enters the equipment cabinet, it passes through a 
grounded bulkhead. This will hopefully stop any electrical 
surges on the coax shield from entering should a nearby lightning 
strike occur. On the other side of the bulkhead, an EMF 
lightning protector is in series with each coax. The EMP 
protector will shunt any surge on the inner conductor safely to 
ground instead of entering the radios (we hope...). 


All equipment is bonded together inside the cabinet using heavy 
braid. A heavy piece of cable connects the cabinet ground to a 
ground rod immediately outside. This ground is bonded to both 

towers and the electrical service entrance. 
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AC FOWER and FOWER SUFFLIES 


AC power is fed through a power line surge protector before it is 
distributed to the power supplies. Two separate supplies are 
used. The supply in the Node Controller runs all the internal © 
controllers and the modems. The remaining 270A supply feeds power 
to all the radios. Each DC output is filtered separately 
providing isolation between the rigs. 


RADIOS 


The 220 MHz port uses a modified IC-38A. With few exceptions, 
all radios have to be modified to run at 9600. The normal audio 
input and output connections will not work and must be bypassed 
completely. 


The 2M radio is a converted Motorola Mitrek. This converted 
commercial radio is used on the 145.09 MHz port. No special mods _ 
here other than converting it to amateur service. 


A Kantronics D4-10 is one of the very first true digital radios. 
This radio is used on the 445.5 MHz 9600 LAN and can handle bated 
rates up to 19,200. 


' NODE CONTROLLER 


This unit is the heart of the node stack and is made up of three 
independent microprocessor based controllers. The software  - 
program used is TheNet, version X1id. The controllers work 
together like local exchanges of the phone company. When you 
connect (pick up the phone) and issue a connect (dial a number), 
the controller takes the appropriate steps to complete the 
connect (call). 


Each controller has two ports. One port goes to the modem and 
also controls the FTT line of the radio. The other port is 
connected to a diode matrix. The diode matrix ties all three 
controllers together and allows them to communicate. The diode 
matrix will support up to five controllers. 


The modems are responsible for changing digital signals into 
audio and audio into digital. Radios don’t understand digital 
Signals and the controllers don’t understand audio. The MODEM 
acts as an interpreter between the two. The word modem is a 
contraction of two words - MOdulator and DEModulator. 


KxXX 


I hope you found some of this helpful and informative. If you 
have any questions, get in touch. 


73, 


John Bennett, NAXI 
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NOTICE--TARS meeting 7:30pm cdt APRIL 14, 1994 at Red Cross corner 
Diamond Ave. & Heidelbach--Program, Jeff Harris, AA4FQ, on EME. 


AMATEUR RADIO CLASSES on Monday & Wednesday evenings 6:00 to 9:00pm cdt 
‘at Red Cross. 


TARS HAMFEST Sunday June 5, 1994 at Vanderburgh Co. 4-H Fairgrounds in 
the air-conditioned auditorium. HELP is needed. Please call Charlie, 
NOGWS, or one of the club officers or Board members. 


VE TESTING--For dates & times please contact Keith, N9IWC. 


de QST April 1994--The robot packet station counter aboard SAREX flight STS-60 in Feb- 
ruary clicked through more than 4000 connects with amateurs, while Russian Cosmonaut 
Sergei Krikalev, U5MIR, brought his experience aboard the MIR space station to the 
flight. He planned a visit back to Russia,where he will work with fellow cosmonauts, 
before returning to. the US to prepare for STS-63 in January in 1995. Vladimir Titov,': 
U1MIR, also is scheduled to fly on that shuttle. 


de QST April 1994---WARNING: A commercial company is sending, notices in the mail to 
hams whose Amateur Radio licenses are about to expire, offering to renew the ham's 
licenses for a fee. The FCC does not charge for renewing Amateur Radio licenses. 

The FCC's new 610 required to renew your license, is easy to use and available from the 
ARRL's Special Requests Dept. for an SASE. You can file the renewal yourself for the 
cost of a postage stamp. To make renewing your License even easier, HQ, at the request 
of the Board of Directors, will soon begin sending form 610s without charge to members 
whose licenses are about to expire. 


NASA AND THE SHUTTLE de NOIWC 


Shuttle voice communications are retransmitted locally by station KA9OKH from his QTH 
- near the Red Cross here in Evansville. The Voice Retransmission Frequency is 446.000 


’ FM @ 5 watts. 


NASA television is available locally via the ATV rptr during shuttle flights. Output 
frequencies coincide with CABLE CHANNEL 58 on "cable ready" sets & VCRs. This requires 
putting a UHF ANTENNA into the CABLE terminal on your set. Then tuning to CABLE channel 
58 NOT UHF 58. If you 4on't have a ‘cable ready’ set then you will need a DOWNCONVERTER 


or a cable box converter that will go to cable channel 58. 


SHUTTLE COMMUNICATIONS MONITORING FREQUENCIES ON HF ARE: 
3.860 WA3NAN---3.940 WSRRR-~--7.185 WA3NAN---7.265 WSRRR---14.280 W5SRRR 
14.295 WA3NAN---21.365 WSRRR---21.395 WA3NAN---28.600 W5RRR---28.650 WA3NAN 
WA3NAN=Goddard Spaceflight Center ARC Greenbelt, Maryland 
W5RRR=Johnson Spaceflight Center ARC Houston, Texas 


“NASA MONITORING ON HF. All frequencies below are UPPER sideband: 


6.837 Cape Radio 6.896 Cape Radio 

7i461 Launch Support Aircraft 7.676 Launch Support A/C 
7.525 Ground Tracking Net 7.985 Data Channel 

10.780 Cape Radio Primary 11.104 Launch Support Ships 
11.407 SRB Recovery Vessels 11.548 Cape Radio 

13.2378 Data Channel 13.495 Data Channel 


20.198 Shuttle Mission Audio 20.186 Launch Tracking Net 


TRI-STATE AMATEUR RADIO SOCLTETY. INC. 
P. O. Box 4521 
Evansville, IN 47724 


me, “JACKET & om SHIRT ORDER FORH 
KED 


Knit Golf Shirt - wire shirt with litte TARS logo and Werbre name & call 


embroidered on opposite sides of breast 


Unit Cost * Quantity ' Total Cost 
Sizes S, M. L & XL @ $17.50 ea Go tn cin: ort, ee ae 
Size XXL 19.50 ea 
Size TALL 22.50 ea 


Baseball style Cap - Red with White TARS logo on front 
One size fits all 4.50 ea 


Jacket - Red Nylon with White stripes on collar and 
cuffs, White TARS logo on back and Name & Call Sign 
embroidered on left breast, available either flannel 
lined or quilted 


FLANNEL LINED 
Sizes S, MW. L & XL @ $32.50 ea 


Size XXL 36.50 ea  _ Saree eal ces 
Size TALL 46.50 ea : 

QUILTED 

Sizes S, 4H. L & XL @ $40.50 ea See ener reese 

Size XXL 43.50 ea ween =a 

Size TALL 468.50 ea 


AN ALL RED ZIPPERED JACKET, WITHOUT THE WHITE 
STRIPES ON COLLAR AND CUFFS CAN BE HAD FOR AN 
ADDITIONAL $4, EITHER QUILTED OR FLANNEL LINED 


TOTAL COST 
+ 5% Sales Tax 


GRARD TOTAL 


ALL ORDERS MUST BE TURNED IN TO MATT DEAN, KBOBPJ, TARS TREASURER BY 
THURSDAY, APRIL—15;—1893, ACCOMPANIED ane CASH OR-CHECK FOR TOTAL 


AMOUNT. a 
a ay QV 


JACKETS WILL BE AVAILABLE AFTER HAY—10,—1903. PICK UP FROM SIEGEL’S 
UNIFORMS STORE ON THE CORNER OF 4TH AND LOCUST STREETS IN DOWNTOWN 
eee IF THERE WILL BE ANY DELAY IN AVAILABILITY YOU WILL BE 
DVISED. 
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Vol. XLIX 


May 1994 


The Tri-State Amateur Radio Society Newsletter 
P.O. 4521 EVANSVILLE, INDIANA 47724 


TLA.R.S. Regular club 


meetings the Second Thurs- 
day of the month at 7:30pm 


at the American Red Cross 
corner of Diamond Ave. & 
Heidelbach Ave. 


The Tri-State Emergency 
Net meets each Wednesday 
evening at 8:00pm on the 


T.A.R.S. 
47.75/13: 


W90G repeater 
Alternate re- 


peater 146.19/79. 


SPARKS is published month- 
ly by the Tri-State Amateur 
Radio Society--Evansville,In. 


SPARKS STAFF: 
Blanche Elpers, KAQ9EIV 
Matt Dean, KBOBPJ 
Material. for. publication 
must be received by the 


25th of the month preceding 
Submit to 


publication date. 
Blanche Elpers, KA9EIV 


For Club business write: 840 Herndon Dr. 47711 
T.A.R.S. Board meetings T.AR.S. i: 
the First Thursday of each P.O. Box 4521 
month at 7:00pm at the Evansville, In. 47724 
American Red Cross. 
So, 


TRI-STATE 
IMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY 


EVANSVILLE 


P.O. Box 4521 EVANSVILLE, IN 47724 


Hal Wilson WBOFNN (S) 
& Carol KBSHDZ 
11555 Lameys Lane 
Evansville, IN 47711 


FIELD DAY 1994 


In the June 1933 issue of QST the following statement was offered by 
F.E. Handy of the ARRL headquarters staff. "Station owners are invited 
to schedule field activities with concentrated operation of portable 
transmitters and receivers." Handy went on to state that if this event 
is successful we want to make it an annual affair. os 


Some sixty-one years later we will again gather to demonstrate that we 
have the capabilities to function as a group when an emergency arises. 
All amateurs with licensed stations are invited to take part in this 
annual event. Sources suggest that better than 30,000 hams will take 
part in the 1994 Field, Day event. 


TARS will operate a station on Saturday--June 25--from a designated 
location at Burdette Park. All instructions will appear in the June 
issue of SPARKS. 


We hope that you will plan to attend the field day. A lot of good 
eats and fellowship should make the day worthwhile. 


Bob, KAOTML Greg, KBOGNL 


KakKKKKKEKKKKKEKRKKKKKKKKKKKEKKKKKSK 


NOTES FROM CHARLIE, N9OGWS 


We had a very interesting April program. Jeff Harris, AA4FQ, gave us 
an informative message re E.M.E. techniques, equipment, etc. 


There are currently (2) classes being taught by TARS members: - Keith, 
AAQKQ, formerly NOIWC; Terry, NORZG; Marc, NORLD. One of the classes 
is Novice/Technician theory and the other is 5 word a minute code. 


There will be a test session May 28 at the Red Cross. If any questions 
contact Keith, AA9KQ,: at 425-3012. Do not call Red Cross. 


I'm leaving for "Dayton" in a couple of days. See you on May 12, if 
I survive. 
Charlie, N9SGWS 


KREKKKKKKKKKKRKKKKKKKKRKKKKKRKKKKEK 


TARS MEETING APRIL 14,1994--The April 14, 1994 meeting was held at the 
Red Cross at 7:30pm cdt. There were 31 members and guests present. 

The President, N9OGWS, presided. He announced that Roger Hyatt, NOLDJ, 

had an aluminum rack the club could use. Charlie, also, stated the club 
had a buyer for the old Police repeater that Terry, NORZG acquired for 
the club. With money received, the club was to purchase a new controller. 
Motion made by Dave, N9JWV. and seconded by Keith, N9IWC. Motion carried. 
Charlie announced Paducah Hamfest May 21. At this time Bill, K5LPS, 
introduced Jeff Harris, AA4FQ, who. had a-very interesting program on 

Moon J:ounce or EME transmissions. 


KAQEIV 


TARS meeting May 12, 1994, 7:30pm cdt American Red Cross, Diamond Ave. 
TARS Hamfest June 5, 1994, Vanderburgh Co. 4-H Fairgrounds. 


VE test session May 28, 1994, American Red Cross--contact Keith, 425-3012 


MINUTES — 


The April, 1994, board meeting 
was called to order by N9OGWS at 7 PM 
with NOGWS, NSIWC, NORZG, KASTML, 
,KBSBPJ, WSCVN, K5SLPS and WBSFNN 
attending. Minutes of the February 
meeting were not available. The 
Treasurer reported a balance of 
$3,635.82. 

NSIWC reported that 24 new 
licenses were achieved as a result 
of the recently completed class. 

New classes begin on April 11, 
running Monday and Wednesday nights, 
and a code class is running Saturday 
mornings. 

. NSGWS reported he called 
Spectrum on 3/18 and was told the 
repaired receiver from the 147/15 
machine was to be shipped the 
following week. It has not yet 
arrived. However, further 
discussion of repeater equipment 
brought unanimous agreement to 
purchase another S-Com 5K 
controller, like the one now on the 
147.15 machine as the next step in 
assembling a complete backup systen. 


Since WBSFNN will be in Colorado 


soon, he will pickup and bring it 
,back. Estimated cost $300. 
Discussion then moved to 

disposal of the old police repeater 
donated to the club by NORZG. We 
have been offered $1,000 for this 
equipment from a commercial user. 
The board agreed that this was a 
good deal and will present it to the 
April meeting for approval. When 
this deal has been completed we will 


BOARD MEETING — 


4A fF? / BAt 


then have funds to purchase a backup 
transmitter, with money left. Also, 
Charlie advised that NSLDJ had 
available an aluminum rack mount, 
ideal for holding a repeater. Cost 
is $18. Decisiom was to purchase it. 

NSGWS reported that a 
discussion with the 4H center found 
that without using the kitchen and 
its facilities we can save $200 on 
hall rent. It was agreed to proceed 
this was and we will use the club 
coffee pot and a borrowed one and 
offer coffee and donuts without 
using the kitchen. Further on the 
Hamfest, WBOFNN delivered tickets 
and flyers for Hamfest promotion and 
mailing labels. A session to label 
and sort cards for mailing will be 
held next week when board members 
can get together. Lots of help is 
still needed so tell Charlie you'll 
help. 

Membership was discussed and it 
was unanimously agreed that an 
introductory letter should be 
prepared and mailed to all hams in 
Evansville who are not currently 


members to invite them to attend our | 


meetings and join TARS. 

K5LPS advised that the EME 
program for April won’t be too long 
and suggested getting the NWS 
Weather Spotter video to fill out 
the evening if needed. N9SGWS will 
pick up from NWS. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:20 PM. 


WBSFNN, Secretary 


NOTICE TARS MEETING MAY 12, 1994 


7:30pm cdt Red Cross 

The May Club meeting will be a recap of the Dayton Hamvention. There is 
no other experience like Dayton and this year was no exception! We will 
be asking those who attended to share their experiences (well maybe not 
gridlock in the aisles or the rain in the flea market). We will try to 
cover a few of the more interesting products and a few of the forums. © 
Maybe, if the bugs are worked out, Terry Brooks N9RZG will give a demo of 
the new addition to the repeater, which he brought home from Dayton, it 
is really neat! If you went to Dayton this year please give me a call 
and we will get you on the program. 


_ Bill KS5SLPS (Phone 853 5806) 


CONDOLENCES to Keith Phillips, AA9KO, formerly N9OIWC, on the death of 

his Grandfather, Archie Williams. Mr. Williams, 86, passed away April 
17, 1994 at Tri-State Reqional Rehabilitaion Center. He rektired in 

1971 after 28 years as a repairman in mechanical maintanence at SIG&ECO., 
Ohio River Generating Station. Surviving are his wife of 64 years, two 
daughters, 8 grandchildren, including Keith who cared for him, and 9 
great grandchildren. Services were at 1:00pm April 20, 1994 at Alexander 
Funeral Home West Chapel with burial in Sunset Memorial Park Cemetery. 


. 


Members of TARS extend their sincere synpathy to Keith and family. 


SILENT KEY--Walter A. McWilliams, WONBV, 76, Mt. Carmel, I1. passed 
away April 16, 1994. Known to his 'Ham' Friends as Mac, he had heen a 
member of TARS for several years before his illness and had attended 
the TARS Hamfests. Surviving are his wife Dorothy, Dot, WONBW, three 
daughters, a son, seven grandchildren and seven great grandchildren. 
Services were April 19, 1994 in Mt. Carmel with burial at Olney, I1. 


April 13, 1994 The ARRL Letter OST for April 1952 
FCC ORDERS RE-TESTS OF poe 
59 AMATEUR LICENSEES T THE SCMs 
Clifford C. MeGuyer, W9DGA, SCM Indiana, received 

The FCC has ordered 59 amateur his frat ham tieket in August, 1939, and since that time has 
P d ; been active in many phases of amatour radio, 
licensees to be re-examined on examitia: Hie is an netive nppointee, holding Official Relay Station 
tion elements passed al eximination and Official Experimental Station appointments; also is 

; . ay fai past-recretary and preaent vice-president of the ‘Tri-State 
sessions coordinated hy the ARRL-VEC Amateur Radio Society. An ardent contest participant, 


he has taken partion ARRL 
Sweepstakes, DX Con- 
testa, and CD Parties. In 
addition, he posseases WAS, 
DXCC, Code Proficiency 
(35 w.p.m.), Rag Chewers 
Club, A-1 Operator Club, 
sod Brasa Poundern’ 
League certificates. 

The big rigs at WODGA 
are a Signal Shifter driving 
p.p. 814s and 6F6-fF6-807 
p.p.-8103 for DX work. Al- 
80 available are 6F5-6F6- 
2626 for Field Day we and 
6AG7-832 for vhf. Re 


in southern California between late 1992 
and mid- 1993, 

The FCC told all 59 that apparent 
irregularities indicated that the exam 
sessions were compromised. 

“Specifically.” the FCC said. “the 
irregularities On your examination pa- 
pers indicate that you were apparently 
given access to the exact (answer) key 
used by the volunteer examiners.” 


The FCC gave the 59 amateurs 60 ; 4 ceivera aro Hownrd 490 
ae Ne PC \ “init. ¢ and 430, a liomenade converter, and a 522. Antennas are 
days in which to re-take the exams, at a 00-foot center fed job, an 80-meter folded dipole, nnd a 10- 
any session coordinated by the Greater moter vertical, For emergency use MeGuyer has « mobile 
y anes a cea. and 20,6-Mc. Link police transmitter and receiver. While he oner- 
1.08 Angeles Amateur Radio Croup, ane ates another ham banda, heis most active on 80-meter c.w. 
said that no VE present at the suspect Clif's fnvorite aports are baseball and football, Previously 
‘ . e employed as a radio engineer at WEOA, be now ix n radio 
sessions was allowed to administer a operator for the Evansvillo Police Department. 


re-examination. 

Failure to pass the re-cxams will 
result in license class change. loss of call 
sign. or loss of license entirely, as appro- 


priate, the FCC said. , . es 
In the course of cooperating with the Cliff, now W9CM, received a letter 


FCC’s Private Radio Bureau in its inves: in January from ARRL for his 55 years 
ligation, the ARRL-VEC suspended the of membership in ARRL. The letter 
accreditation of 16 volunteer examiners. stated they were looking forward to the 
60th year. ClifF is a long time mem- 
ber of TARS and has held many terms of 
office in addition to auditing the 
TARS ledgers for several] years. 


om 
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GETTING ON PACKET 
John Bennett, NANT 


This article is a guide on the 
hardware necded for packet. It is 
not a “how-to-do-it” article. bul 
instead describes the various picces 
of cquipment required and a few 
lips. 


Evansville’s new W90G node stack 
supports two different modes. The 
popular 1200 baud port 
(EVV: W90G-3 on $45.09 MHz) is 
available as well as a high-speed 
9600 baud port (EVV96:W90G-I 
on 445.500 MHz). The hardware 
required for both ports will be 
covered in this article. 


The casiest and cheapest way gel on 
packet is 1200 baud. This type of 
station can be used for most packet 
operations. The same rig that is 
used for 2M voice can be used for 
packet. inchiding HTs. ‘The best 
part is the radio can still be uscd for 


A 9600 baud station is at a 
mininum cight times faster than a 
1200 baud station. If you plan on 
doing file exchanges, scnding lots 
of data (pictures, ctc.). or will buy a 
radio specifically for packet. then 
9600 is the way to go. Setting up 
for 9600 is almost as simple as 
1200, but special hardware is 
required. The cost is higher (oo. 


if you start with a 1200 baud station 
and later upgrade to 9600, all the 
equipment used for 1200 is also 
required for 9600. You will only 
need to add a high-speed data radio 
and 9600 modem. 


Computer 


No matter if 1200 or 9600 is used, 
your station must have a computer 
(or terminal). A’ serial port is 
required as well as a_ terminal 
program. Most terminal programs 
that work with phone modems will 
work with a TNC (explained next). 


Some TNC manufacturers offer 
terminal programs bundled with the 
TNC or as a scparate package. 
There are also plenty of shareware 
programs available. If you don't 
have a compnicr (and don't want to 
spend the moncy for onc). computer 
terminals can be found at most 
hamfests for under $30, A terminal 
is just a kevboard with a CRT 
monitor attached. 


TNC 
TNC stands for Tertmninal Nodc 
Controller. The TNC contains a 


microprocessor that carrics out the 
packel protocol, or rules. 


TNCs are available for under $125 
from several manufacturers. As 
with most computer hardware. the 
cost runs from inexpensive (a 
Baycom model sells a unit for about 
$50) to the ridiculous (one AEA 
model is about a $1000), Like CD 
players. all TNCs do the basic 
functions. You pay extra for the 


| bells and whistles. The MFJ 1270 — 


scrics is a very popular middlc-of- 
the-road unit and sells for under 
$125. Units in the $300 range 
cover all digital modes, including 
RTTY and FAX. 


Modem 


Modems change digital signals into 
analog (audio) and analog back into 
digital. Modems allow the radio 
and TNC to “talk” to cach other. 


1200: ‘The 1200 baud modem is 
buil€ into the TNC. 


9600: A special modem is required 
to plug into the TNC. Modems are 


avatlable from several 
manufacturers including MF, 


TAPR, Kantronics, and PacCoun. 
The MFJ unit is $100 while 
TAPR’s is $75 in kit form. 
Kantronics and PacCom also offer 
9600 modems, but I have had no 
experience with these. 


Radio 


1200: For 1200 baud. you’ will 
need a 2M transceiver. Connections 
arc made to the audio output 
(external spcaker). the microphone 
input. and the PFT line. The TNC 
has an internal adjustment for the 
transmit audio level. Transmitter 
deviation will be discussed later. © 


9600: For 9600, a special radio is 
required. Radios that arc 9600- 
Ready are starting to appear on the 
market. However, beware! Not all 
radios advertised as being "9600- 
Ready" arc compatible. As a rule, 
ANY synthesized radio should not 
be used for 9600. A Kautronics 
D4-10 is used on the node and has 
a transmit delay time of 30 mS. 
Synthesized radios may require as 
much as a 500 mS delay with the 
average being about 350 mS. Any 
radio used must have a keyup 
delay less than or equal to that of 
the node. Radios that arc known to 


workare the TEKK_TS-900 and the _ 


Kantronics D4-10, 


The TEKK TS-900 sells for $100 
and has a 2W output. No frills, just 
a small black box the size of a 
cigarette pack. The TEKK requires 
a 9.6 VDC powcr source. There are 
several ways to get the required 
voltage. A dedicated supply can be 
uscd if the output is adjusted to the 
required 9.6 VDC. Another 
solution would be to purchase a 
regulator kit from The Digital Shop 
(Charlic Finkc, WBYNQD). The 
regulator sclls for Iess than $15. 
The input of the regulator can be 
connected to the output of a 
standard 13.8 VDC supply. 


The Kantronics D4-10 data radio 
has an output rated at OW. The 
D4-10 sells for approximatcly $350 
with the special order crystal. This 
is a very good radio and is the type 
used on the node itself. A standard 
13.8 VDC supply is used as a power 
source. 


Other radios mar work if the 
transmitter keyup delay time is less 
than 30 mS. When ordering 
crystals, be sure the _ crystal 
frequency for_both_transmit_and 


receive is 445.500 Mliz. 


Use shiclded fcads on all audio 
lines connecting the modem to the 
radio. This is very important. 
9600 is very susceptible to noisc 
and hum. The output of most 
modems should be compatible with 
most radios. However, keep in 
mind that some radios may require 
a voltage divider on the data input 
from the modem. Consult the tech 
manuals for your radio and modem. 


Deviation 


Onc of the most important settings 
on packet is transmiltcr deviation. 
While deviation can be sct by trial 
and crror. it is not the best method. 
If improperly sct, you will be 
disappointed with the performance, 
not to mention incurring the ire of 
other uscrs on the same frequency. 
Despite the claims of some. 
deviation cannot be accurately ‘set 
by car. For best opcration, 
deviation should be sct from 3.5 - 


checked. [Fam more than happy to 
do this. 


Help! 


If you have trouble, cnlist the help 
of another ham who is already on 
packet. Somcone who has alrcady 
been through the ordcal will make 
getting started a lot casicr. 


In next month's installment, 1 will 
discuss some of the things you can 
do with packet on the air. 


i 


LAST NAME FIRST NAME CALL 
Wilber Alfred J, 
Wild Robert 
Wilson Carol 
Wilson Hal 
Wilson Vaughn M. 
Wilson Willie 
Wurtz Paul 


Additional T.A.R.S. 


Larry W. Bosecker 
Michael Knott, NODEV 
Pamela Knott, KA90UZ 
Jack Mathias, WOFMW 
Greg McLain, KB9OGNL 
Aaron McLain, KB9GNM 
Douglas G. Mikolasek 
Frank A. Nagy 
Robert Pointer 
Gary Schriefer, 


W9BPE 
NOWHB 
KB9HD2 
WBOFNN 
K9TJM 
HD9FHA 
K9ISK 


KAQECY 


members: 


1401 Reiter Dr. 

8505 Schaeffer Rd. 

721 S. Meadow Rd. 

2916 N. Fourth Ave. 
"! 

317 Marlene Dr. 

6840 Seeger Dr. 

1614 Keller St. 

R. R. 1 Box 6 


IMPORTANT NOTICE 


4.0 Kilz with a deviation meter. | B 
have the TAPR deviation meter and 
can check 2M and 440. Get in 
touch if you want to have yours 
1994 TARS MEMBERSHIF ROSTER (3-27-94) 
ADDRESS CITY ST IP PHONE # SL# 
1316 GENESTA DR. EVANSVILLE IN 47728 = 422-6497 91 
3225 HOODVIEW COURT #126 EVANSVILLE IN 47715 = 476-1394 129 
11555 LAMEYS LANE EVANSVILLE IN 47711 867-315! 79 
11555 LAMEYS LANE EVANSVILLE IN 47711 = Bb7-3151 719 
11442 SMITH DIAMOND RD MT VERNON IN 47626 = 985-2627 78 
4199 COURTLAND DR NEWBURGH IN 47638 = 853-7296 98 
3404 STRATFORD RD EVANSVILLE IN 47718 423-8786 88 


Evansville, In. 47712 
Evansville, In. 47720 
Ww tt 
Evansville, In. 47715 
Evansville, In. 47710 
iT) a 
Evansville, In. 47712 
‘et ? 
Evansville, In. 47710 
Lamar, In. 47550 


HAMFEST 1994 is fast approaching, June 5, 1994. A lot of help is 


still needed. 


If you can help, 


or any of the club officers or board members. 
May 12 TARS meeting and find out what kinds of help is needed. 


PLEASE call Charlie, 


NOGWS, Hal, WBOFNN, 
Better yet, attend the 


1994 TARS HEMEERSHIF ROSTER (3-27-94) 


Panp | 


LAST NAME FIRST NAME CALL ‘ADDRESS CITY ST TIP =Ss«éPHONE #~=SsCSLA 
jam Angerseier —David NOJWY 1617 COUNTRY CLUE RD HT VERNON «IN. 47628 ©: 838-5307 100 
Apfelstadt Charlie NOGHS 3604 DEBBIE LN EVANSVILLE IN 47711 477-7716 19 
Askren Robert V. -sNOLJE oR, 2 BOX 150A-16 HAUBSTADT IN 47639 867-0847 13 
Askren Roberta NOPJE ROR, #2 BOX 15@A-16 HAUBSTADT IN 47639 867-0867 13 
Bair LE, KBOABO 1507 GREEN MEDOW RD EVANSVILLE IN 4771S 477-3542 35 
Barr Don NOKAF P45 NEHBURGH IN 47636 853-5200 101 
Barrow Janes WOCVN 5908 NENBURGH RD EVANSVILLE IN 47715 477-8013 162 
Barton Herschel KEI0G 3500 REDBANK RD EVANSVILLE «= «IN 47712 963-3229 14 
Bender Don NOTIO 2746 N KENTUCKY AVE APT D EVANSVILLE IN 47711 425-8727 82 
Kennett John A. N4KI 5805 WHITEHORNE RD EVANSVILLE IN 47710 464-2595 163 
Beunel Harold J. dr P.O, BOX 15393 EVANSVILLE IN 47716 423-5199 124 
Bozikis Rhonda NOJGL © 851 COVERT AVE EVANSVILLE IN 47713 UNLISTED 
Bozikis Tos KE9TY BSI COVERT AVE EVANSVILLE IN 47713 UNLISTED 
Brenner Nike NORAE 2281 W IOWA EVANSVILLE IN 47712 422-5486 18 
Brooks Terry L, NORZG 8400 LINCOLN AVE APT C EVANSVILLE IN 47715 479-9288 19 
Carver Willian H. | KAVIRC 901 N SPRING ST EVANSVILLE IN 47711 476-7735 17 
Castle David WAIKI] 4980 STRINGTOWN RD EVANSVILLE IN 47711 424-5986 164 
Chrisnan Chris K9OXX 9187 FORD LANE MT VERNON «IN. 47626 © 985-5452 195 
Clements Lisa KAQVLY 6926 SWEET GUM CT EVANSVILLE IN 47718 423-1082 106 
Cleveland LaRue WOLBS GBI GREEN HILL DRIVE EVANSVILLE IN 47711 867-5519 167 
Cloukey Roy H. KAVINP 4821 SEIB RD EVANSVILLE IN 47728 963-5885 
Conmens Russel WBONAU 1841 W BOONVILLE NEW HARNONY RD EVANSVILLE IN 47711 867-7250 23 
Conley Gordon WRIW 5204 MEMORY LANE EVANSVILLE IN 47711 479-739! 96 
Conk Collier NOIWD © 6400 PFAFFLIN LAKE BLVD NEWBURGH IN 47638 853-5806 20 
Cook Willian KSLPS 6400 PFAFFLIN LAKE. BLVD NEWBURGH IN 47638 853-5808 28 
jow_Covert Jeannette 1109 ROSEMARIE EVANSVILLE IN 47715 477-2977 - 
ON ga ONOTCY ~~ «1GI2-NFATREAWN-CIRCLE-W - ~  EVANSVILLE- IN 47741-- 476-987¢——---83- 
Crooks Harold NOBVB 1131 LODGE EVANSVILLE IN 47714 479-3210 108 
Davis Lloyd K, 7911 TAYLOR AVE EVANSVILLE ~ IN 47715 476-8873 .. 125 
Dawson Janes KAVIJH BBB HOOSIER AVE EVANSVILLE IN 47715 476-9646 109 
Dawson Olga KAQANP 0B HOOSIER AVE EVANSVILLE IN 47715 476-9646 189 
Dean Matthen KBIBPJ ~ 1540 S BOEKE RD EVANSVILLE IN 47714 476-5554 25 
DECANPS MARK NOPDL 6989 NURRENBERN RD EVANSVILLE IN 47712 423-4903 94 
Del gaan Leonard D. -WB9JVP «2128 E FLORIDA ST EVANSVILLE IN 47711 476-3721 118 
Dick Joann KA9DZN 2851 WAYSIDE DR EVANSVILLE IN 47711 476-2188 28 
Dick Thomas WAIGDZ 2851 WAYSIDE DR EVANSVILLE IN 47711 476-2188 29 
Dickerson Thonas W. --KASNOD. «9186 SHORELINE DR WADESVILLE IN. 47638 985-5854 97 
DONOVAN KIRK NOUYS 1721 DIANNE AVE EVANSVILLE IN 47714 477-1735 i 
Donovan Thomas B, -sNOVY).-~=—«L'721: DIANNE AVE EVANSVILLE IN 47714 477-1735 it 
Donovan Thomas 0, -NOEGI «5215 STRATFORD RD EVANSVILLE IN 47718 424-4913 26 
Elpers Blanche KAIEIV 849 HERNDON DR EVANSVILLE IN 47711 424-9182 112 
Esche Brian WBOGVR 2741 SHADY HOLLOW TRAIL EVANSVILLE IN 47715 473-5602 113 
Falcony Joe NOTAC 7422 NOTTINGHAM DR NEWBURGH IN 47638 858-0655 bb 
Folz Ed KSHV] 1208 S, BENNINGHOF AVE EVANSVILLE IN 47714 476-0941 114 
Forster Larry WIENZ 426 HERNDON DR EVANSVILLE IN| 47711 = 422-1987 34 
Forster Theresa KOTUA 420 HERNDON DR EVANSVILLE IN 47711 422-1997 30 
Foster J, Vance NODOR RR. 1 Box 374 Ft. Branch «IN 47648 753-4702 
Futrell Robert L, NOVGN 567 BAYARD PARK DR EVANSVILLE IN 47713 423-1328 38 
balbraith Henry WORD] 1214 S ALVORD BLVD EVANSVILLE IN 87714 476-7661 34 
Goebel Ron KFORR 1508 REDWING DR EVANSVILLE © IN 47715 479-1525 33 
Greenwell Joseph KBOHG 618 W JENNINGS NEWBURGH IN 47638 853-7836 BB 
wr Haraon Steve NOHGF © 7931 JOEST RD WADESVILLE IN 47638 673-4362 
Head ‘Robert J, WAZLO.-5B12 O’HARA DR EVANSVILLE IN 47711 479-0485 49 
Henn Robert €, - KAQTML ‘11412 BROADWAY EVANSVILLE IN 47712 985-2623 48 
Hol land Robert W. -NOWAS © 1718 HAWTHORN AVE EVANSVILLE IN 47714 477-9201 al 
Howard Lambert Bey W9BC 4017 CLEMENT ST EVANSVILLE IN 47712 424-1842 89 
HYATT ROGER D, NILDJ 2215 DUSSELDGRF DRIVE EVANSVILLE IN 47711 479-3001 32 


Johnson 
Johnson 
Kissinger, MD 
Krause 
Lantaff 
Lynch, dr 
Lyons 
Narsh 
Marsh 
Marsh 
MARTIN 
Matthews 
Matthews 
Matthews 
Maurer 
Mc6rath 
Ncbuyer 
Mengon, dr 
Mill hone 
Moore 
Noore 
Nuensterman 
OGLE 
Palmer 
Pftettscher 
Ptettscher 
Phillips 
Pruden 
Rader 

Reed 

Rice 
Ritter 
Row] and 
Russel burgh 
Russel] 
Schaefer, dr 
Schaefer, Sr. 
Schiele 
SCHMITT 
Schoettlin 
Shinn 
Shoptaugh 
Shoptaugh 
Silverman 
Smal) 
Smith 
Stoval) 
Sweeney 
Tevault 
Thomas 
Utley 
Vanada 
Waldo 
Waldo 
Wathen 
Weil, dr. 
Heisling 


Jeffrey L. 
Nate 
Charles 
Anthony 
Chris 
Richard 
Jeff 
Geneva 
Janes 
Jason 
KENNETH R, 
Christopher 
Jereny 
Rollie 
Leo A. 
George 
Clifford 
Arthur 
Narc 
Jimmy L. 
Linda 
Harold 
GLEN L. 
Michael 
Darlene 
Earl E. 
Keith W. 
Geoffrey 
Warren 
Elvin 
Paul A. 
Fred 
Stirman 
James 
Willian D. 
Richard 
Richard ... 
Marc 
LEONARD 
Albert 
Willian 
Delores 
Janes 
Norton 
John 0. 
John 0. 
Harold 
Scott 
Mike 

Neil K, 
George L. 
beorge 
Ralph 


‘Shirley 


Dean 
Robert A. 
Wilbur A. 


KE9YK 
KAGHIR 
KB9GHH 
WDOHUN 
HINJE 
NORTB 
WHR 
NIJCA 
N91ZD 
NOMXZ 
KB9ACK 
WOWBI 
HOCH 
WAITER 
NORLD 
WD9EDH 
KASHKG 
N9DEO 


NORAH 
KA9AZS 
WNOHRB 
NOIWC 
KSHCE 
KB9EFH 
HB9VS8 
WAQBY2 
N2WH 
H97ZZY 
K9JON 
AED 
KBIEIN 
NONC6 
NONPN 
N90V 
WOUMS 
WB9PLR 
KA9KRD 


KAQKRE , 


9G) 
HOFHA 


WOKIE 
NSGKK 
N9OLD 
N9DGE 
NOFMO 
WAINCO 
K9STX 
K9STY 
KFODL 
KE9PV 
H9OVB 


1994 TAKS MEMBERSHIP ROSTER (3-27-94) 


ADDRESS 


5692 KENT DR 
2866 KAREN LN 

FIVE BEE 5 MAIN ST 
4799 ROUTE 64 BOX 10 
22 N KELSEY AVE 

308 E ILLNOIS 

3919 CLENENT AVE 
5209 WINDING WAY 
5209 WINDING HAY 
5505 HOGUE RD 

205 E MARKET STREET 
2513 RAVENSWOOD DR 
2513 RAVENSWOOD DR 
78 FRONT PO BOX 131 
1858 MARSHALL AVE 
3004 E CHESTNUT ST 
2900 E DAK ST 

10910 PARKER CIRCLE 
324 INDIAN TRAIL DR 
4b11 PINE DR 

4611 PINE DR 

3313 ALLEN RD | 
950 ST ICHAEL BLVD 
6431 NATION RD 

7611 TELEPHONE ROAD 
7h11 TELEPHONE ROAD 
2766 SELZER RD 

B16 CULLEN AVE 

7317 RUCKER RD 41 
12625 WILDWOOD DR 
17 N ALVORD BLVD 
731 CHATEAU DR 

225 FERNWOOD DR 
4813 SYLVAN RD 

2566 SWINGING WAY CT 
1037 & MULBERRY ST 
1037 E MULBERRY ST 
5217 ELMHURST DR 
1821 N SECOND AVE 
3806 E MULBERRY ST 
5600 IRONWOOD DR 
2844 TERRI LANE 
2844 TERRI LANE 
1121 BONNIE VIEW DR 
B595 WHETSTONE RD 
7111 SHARON RD 

130 E MILL RD 

1217 FOUNTAIN AVE 
BOX 217 

308 KIRCHOFF BLVD 
6017 OAKHILL RD 
S711 W HRY 66 


4695 NIDDLE NT VERNON RD 
4605 MIDDLE MT VERNON RD 


1949 W WORTHAN RD 
12981 JORDAN LANE 


4789 RIDGE KNOLL DRIVE 


Page 2 


NEWBURGH 
NEWBURGH 
HENDERSON 
NEWBURGH 
EVANSVILLE 
EVANSVILLE 
EVANSVILLE 
EVANSVILLE 
EVANSVILLE 
EVANSVILLE 
KEENSBURGH 
EVANSVILLE 
EVANSVILLE 
ELBERFELD 
EVANSNILLE 
Evansville 
EVANSVILLE 
EVANSVILLE 
Evansville 
NEWBURGH 
NEWBURGH 
EVANSVILLE 
EVANSVILLE 
MT VERNON 
NEWBURGH 
NEWBURGH 
EVANSVILLE 
EVANSVILLE 
HENDERSON 
EVANSVILLE 
EVANSVILLE 
EVANSVILLE 
EVANSVILLE 
INDIANAPOLIS 
EVANSVILLE 
EVANSVILLE 


EVANSVILLE 


EVANSVILLE 
EVANSVILLE 
EVANSVILLE . 
NEWBURGH 
NEWBURGH 
NEWBURGH 
EVANSVILLE 
EVANSVILLE 
NEWBURGH 
EVANSVILLE 
EVANSVILLE 
ELBERFELD 
EVANSVILLE 
EVANSVILLE 
NEWBURGH 
EVANSVILLE 
EVANSVILLE 
EVANSVILLE 
EVANSVILLE 
EVANSVILLE 


LIF 


PHONE ¢ 
853-8491 
858-9063 
502-826-2586 
858-2520 
473-5382 
468-3451 
423-0291 
476-9359 
476-9359 
425-7093 
618-298-2265 
476-2648 
476-2640 
983-4179 
476-0326 
476-8792 
476-7483 
985-2674 
477-1692 
853-6848 
853-6848 
423-9182 
477-6911 
985-2097 
853-5118 
853-5110 
425-3612 
477-6262 
502-B26-2876 
867-2865 
476-6538 
477-1184 
424-2614 
317-291-6756 
479-5699 
424-9508 
424-9508 
474-9941 
426-2083 
477-0501 
853-1912 
853-9450 
853-9450 
476-2984 
867-7858 
853-3098 
421-1895 
423-9125 
983-4381 
985-5482 
477-6708 
853-9421 
425-3841 
425-3841 
867-2862 
867-3825 
425-9822 


* 


TARS Treasurer's Report--KBIBPJ 


4/3/94 Through 5/3/94 
Num Date Payee Cc Catego Amount 
Opening Balance As Of 4/3/94 3,635.82 
Month Ending 4/30/94 
4/16/94 Hamfest Prize Tickets Hamfest 5.00 
4/16/94 Robert Pointer ' Membership 25.00 
4116/94 Gary Schriefer KASECY Membership 12.50 
4/16/94 Vance Foster NIDOR Membership 12.50 
4/16/94 Greg McLain KB9GNL Membership 25.00 
1084 4/16/94 Hamfest Tickets (Printing) Hamfest (274.31) 
1085 = 4/16/94 Keith Phillips NOTWC Classes (7.99) 
1086 4/16/94 Hal Wilson WB9FNN Repeater-Packet (300.00) 
1087 4/16/94 Blanche Blpers KASEIV SPARKS (51.54) 
1088 4/16/94 Charles Apfelstadt N9GWS Recreation (8.48) 
Total Month Ending 4/30/94 (562.32) 
Ending Balance As Of 4/30/94 3,073.50 
Month Ending 5/31/94 
5/3/94 John G. Mathias Membership 25.00 
Total Month Ending 5/31/94 23.00 
Ending Balance As Of 5/31/94 3,098.50 


GRAND TOTAL (537.32) 


ENDING BALANCE 3,098.50 


President: 
Chas. Apfelstadt, NOGWS 
| V. President: 
Wm. Cook, K5LPS 
Secretary: 
Hal Wilson, WBOFNN 
‘| Treasurer: 
Matt Dean, KBOBPJ 
Board of Directors: 
Chris Flake, WY90 
Terry Brooks, NORZG 
Paul Rice, WAQBYZ 
Robert Henn, KASTML 
James Barrow, W9OCVN 
, Keith Phillips, N9IWC 


T.A.R.S. Board meetings 
the First. Thursday of each 
month at 7:00pm at the 
American Red Cross. 
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: T.A.R.S. Regular club 
‘meetings the Second Thurs- 
; day of the month at 7:30pm 


at the American Red Cross 
corner of Diamond Ave. & 
Heidelbach Ave. 


The Tri-State Emergency 
Net meets each Wednesday 
evening at 8:00pm on the 
T.A.R.S. W90G repeater 
147.75/15. Alternate re- 
peater 146.19/79. 


For Club business write: 
T.A.R.S. 

P.O. Box 4521 
Evansville, In. 47724 


Hal Wilson WBOFNN (S) 


& Carol KBOHDZ 
11555 Lameys Lane 
Evansville, 


IN 47711 


SPARKS is published month- 


- ly by the Tri-State Amateur 


Radio Society~-Evansville, In. 

SPARKS STAFF: = 
Blanche Elpers, KA9EIV 
Matt Dean, KB9OBPJ 

Material: for: publication 

must be received by the 

25th of the month preceding 

publication date. Submit to 

Blanche Elpers, KAQEIV 

840 Herndon Dr. 47711 


CQ FIELD DAY - CQ FIELD DAY 


The ARRL —- TARS Field Day will be held on Saturday -- June 25th 
at Burdette Park from 10:00am to 10:00pm CDT. We will be using Shelter 
House No. 8. The No. 8 is easy to locate. As you enter the park and 
execute the first curve there is a sign (on your right) stating No. 8 
to your right. Upon turning right the shelter house is straight ahead. 


Our club will be operating three units. We will have two voice mode 
HF rigs using the W90G club call. The third rig will be strictly Novice- 
Technician CW using the call of KBOGNL. Here is an excellent opportunity 
for the Novice-Tech license holder to work on.code proficiency. With 
a control operator the Novice-Tech can also operate the voice mode HF 
rigs. Some experimentation with antennas is also anticipated. 


The club will provide food for a lunch and evening meal. Grilled 
burgers and hot dogs should just about top off some good station activity. 


It is the hope of ARRL that everyone will do lots of operating 
during Field Day, practice our emergency communications capabilities, 


eat lots of good Field Day cooking and most of all, have a good time 
doing it. 


KAOTML, Bob KBOGNL, Greg. 
HRI KK KI KK III IK KIKI KK II IIIT II KI EKA AKKKKEKAKKIK 
“FREEDOM FESTIVAL" 


This is the BIG month in Evansville, especially for T.A.R.S. 
Civic work. | 7 


June 24, 25 & 26 week-end, we will see & furnish communications for 
the Parade, Thunder on the Ohio & the Hot Air Balloon events. 


Ron Goebel, KF9ORR, will be in charge of our efforts at Thunder. 
Hal Wilson, WB9OFNN, will handle the Parade. 


We don't have the Balloon events assigned to anyone yet. 


Please call either of the above to offer your help and call me regarding 
the Balloons. 


In addition to these events, "Field Day" is the same weekend. Contact 
Bob Henn, KASTML, or Greg McLain, KB9OGNL, regarding this annual affair. 


This will be a 'Fun" weekend! 
Charlie, N9OGWS 


NOGWS---Ph. 477-7716 KFORR---Ph. 479-1525 WBOFNN---Ph. 867-3151 
KAOTML---985-2623 KBOGNL---422-8459 


Don't forget the T.A.R.S. HAMFEST Sunday June 5 at Vanderburgh Co. 4-H 
Center on B'ville/New Harmony Rd. 


MINUTES — 


The May, 1994, board meeting 
was called to order by N9GWS at 7 PM 
with NSGWS, NSIWC, NSRZG, KASTML, 
KBOBPJ, W9CVN, KS5LPS KESYK and 
WBSFNN attending. Minutes of the 
April meeting were not read. The 
Treasurer reported a balance of 
$3,098.50. 

NSGWS reported he called 
Spectrum again and Was told that 
they had received two bad crystals 
for the receiver being repaired and 
they were waiting for a new one. 
WBOFNN reported the purchase of 
another S-Com 5K controller, like 
the one now on the 147.15 machine, 
was made at a cost of $216. Roger 
Hyatt has given the club an aluminum 
rack mount suitable for a repeater 
which will be put at Baker St till 
needed, and may possibly be used for 
the ATV equipment there. 

The old police repeater donated 
to the club by N9RZG has been sold 
and will be delivered as soon as the 
buyer completes his paperwork to 
authorize payment. 


The May 12, 1994, 


BOARD MEETING — 


membership meeting was held at the Red Cross. 


S/5/304 


Voice mail will be added to the 
147.15 repeater, on a trial basis, 
courtesy of NORZG. Let us know if 
you like it or not - call any 
officer or director with your 
opinions. 

NSGWS reported that postcards 
for the Hamfest have been mailed. 
AASKQ@ is to send letters. to selected 
dealers inviting them. to the 
hamfest. Prizes are needed for the 
ladies bingo and as hourly door 
prizes. Any one who can obtain 
donations should do so and advise 
NOGWS. Anyone who can donate some 
time to help at the Hamfest for an 
hour or two should contact N9GHS. 

KASEIV has agreed to do the 
annual audit of the club books. 

KASTML discussed plans for 
Field Day. Everyone needs to mark 
their calendar for the weekend of 
June 24-25-26 which is Field Day, 
Freedom Festival Parade and Thunder. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:20 PM. 


WBSFNN, Secretary 


N9GWS 


opened the business meeting with a discussion of how the Wednesday night 
net is called and how to make it easier for those with hand-held 


transceivers to be heard. 


requested to consider issuing separate calls for 
in that order so that the weakest powered 


This will be passed on to KAQVLV. 


and "short time" separately, 


units are called first. 


It was agreed that the net manager should be 


“hand-helds", “mobiles” 


WASQDZ is looking for some HK254 tubes for the 10 meter repeater. 


Anyone having any please call Ton. 


KSLPS lead a discussion of the Dayton Hamvention, joined by those 


others who also attended. 


NQRZG describedthe new Voice Mail system he brought back from Dayton. 
He said this system would be put on 147.15 for a trial period to see if 


everyone likes it and wants it kept in use. 
providing members with operating instructions. 


He passed out key sheets 
These who did not attend 


the meeting can request one from Terry or N9GWS. 


The meeting adjourned at 9 PM. 
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IMPORTANT -- Ta all repeater 
users -- broadcasting or 
rebroadcasting af music is NOT 
legal. Be sure yau doe not 
rebroadcast yaur car radia, 
tape or CD music while chatting 
an your transceiver. Alsae Da 
NGT allow broadcasting of music 
over the phone patch. If yau 


WBSFNN, Secretary 


get:-music an hald, discannect 
the patch, redial and ask that 
you NOT be put on hold. 

In addition, identificatian 
of your station is required any 
time voice mail aor other 
features of either repeater is 
called up, including Time, § 
Meter reading, etc. Please ID! 


SILENT KEY : 

Wilbur A. Weisling, W90VB, 78, passed away May 18, 1994. He had been a 
jewelry manufacturer since 1935. He had owned The Watch Shop in down- 
town Evansville from 1954 to 1992 and continued to work there part time: 
until six weeks before his death. 


He was a member of Hadi Temple, Scottish Rite, Lessing Masonic Lodge = 


No. 464, Eagles No. 427, Evansville Country Club, AAA and Kennel Club. 
Wib as his Ham friends knew him had been a member of Tri-State Amateur 
Radio Society for over 40 years. He held offices of Secretary, Vice 
President and Director, possibly President. A great supporter of T.A.R.S. 
Wib had an ad in SPARKS for several years, donated items from his shop 
for Hamfest Bingo prizes and continued to pay full club dues after be- 
coming a Senior Citizen. 


He is survived by his wife, Evelyn and two brothers, Albert & August 
"Gus" Weisling Jr. Services were at 10 am May 20 at Alexander Funeral 
Home North with burial in Locust Hill Cemetery. 


Members of T.A.R.S.offer sincere condolences to his wife and brothers. 
At the request of the family a memorial contribution was made to the 
Hadi Crippled Children Fund from Tri-State Amateur Radio Society. 


REEKKEKKEKEKEKEEKERKKKEAKHKEHKKKKKKRKRKRKRKRKRKRKRKRKKR EK 


How many of you ‘old timers' remember K9JQH? How many of you were sur- 
prised when you learned you had just been talking to a Catholic: Priest? 
CONGRATULATIONS are in order for the now Msgr. Charles T. Schoettelkotte, 
retired. Ordained in 1934 he recently observed the 60th anniversary of 
his Priesthood. Msgr Charlies is now 84. May he have many more years. 


KEKE KKKKKKKKKRKKKEKKEKSE 


FOR SALE 
QRP 3 WATT 20 MTR CW XCVR 
WORKS AND LOOKS GREAT 
$100 © 
JOHN W9FHA 867-7058 


REEEKKEKKEKKEKKKHKKKKEKRKKKKKKKRKKKKKKKKK KKK 


- VE TEST SESSION 

- The Henderson Amateur Radio Club will hold a test session Friday 
_June 10, 1994. Contact Len Raymer, WA4HJE, John Rembould, AB4XP or 
George Price, N4GYT, for place and time. 


_ T.A.R.S. MEETING June 9, 1994 at 7:30pm cdt Red Cross Diamond Ave & 
Heidelbach. Discuss Hamfest and upcoming. Field Day. | — 
THANKS to WB9OFNN, KAQOTML, N4XI and NOGWS for their articles to SPARKS. 


I have finished the audit of Tri-State Amateur Radio Society's ledgers 
for 1993 and found them to be in balance: THANKS MATT! aa 
Blanche, KAQEIV 


Packet Applications 
John Bennett, N4AX1 


While packet may scem like RTTY, it is not. So, 
what are the differences? 


First, packet is error-free. In RTTY, if a 
character is garbled in transmission duc to 
interference or fading, it’s lost, In packet the 
data will be re-transmilted until it is correct. 


Second, packet is of a replacement for RTTY- 
This is a common misconception. It was never 
intended to be a replacement for the venerable 
leletype mode. Instead, it is a digital protocol 
intended for computer communications. 


In this article a brief overview of some packet 
applications will be covered. Future articles will 
explore some of these in detail. 


Station-to-Station 


Using packet to chat with another amateur on 
keyboard was probably the first use of the mode. 
Typed text is transmitted to the station you are 
connected to. In like manner, the amatcur on 
the other end types a reply back. If this sounds 
like RTTY, you're right. This is the reason 
most amateurs think of packet as glorified radio 
(cletype. The novelty usually wears off quickly, 
and you start looking for something clse to do. 


Personal Mailbox 


Most of the newer TNCs feature a built in 
electronic mail box, Providing you leave your 
packet station on the air, even when you're nol 
at home, someone can connect and leave a 
message. If you are busy with your family, work 
odd hours, or just hard to catch, packet is for 
you. Other amateurs can leave you messages 
when you're not in the shack. Likewise, a reply 
can be sent as long as your station or the other 
station is left on. 


Bulletin Board 


The first packet BBS was written by Hank 
Oredson, WORLI. The original program was [for 
the Xerox 820 computer. One feature of the 
program that sect it apart from telephone 
counterparts is the ability to forward mail to 
other packet BBS stations. This has evolved to 
ihe point where messages can be sent anywhere 
in the world. In addition, full-service BBS 
stations offer a huge varicty of — bulletins on 


every imaginable subject, ARRL. AMSAT, 
DXing. weather, public service, moonbounce, 
irains, medical, maps, humor, and other subjects 
{oo numerous to list here. Additionally, Most 
BBS stations have a wealth of files available to 
download on every subject imaginable. 


DX Cluster 


Essentially, DX cluster is a spotling net for 
DXers. Let's say N9DX works a rare one, As 
he enters the information about the QSO into his 
computer, the frequency and callsign of the 
station is broadcast throughout the cluster, If 
you have the necessary computer software and 
hardware hooked up and on, your transceiver 
will automatically be set to the correct frequency 
and the computer will page you. Afler the QSO, 
the touch of a key will log the contact and 
optionally print a QSL card. 


TCP/IP 


If there is a computer network where you work, 
odds are it uses the TCP/IP protocol. TCP/IP 
was adapted for amateur radio by KA9Q, Phil 
Karn. TCP/IP is also known as NOS which 
stands for Network Operating System. The core 
of the code that Phil wrote has been expanded by 
a number of others to include many additional 
features. It is possibly the most powerful 
application framework in packet radio. NOS is 
capable of true networking and supports a 
mailbox and the ability to transfer any type of 
file (most packet BBS software only supports the 
transfer of text files). If you are really into 
computers, NOS is for you. 


_ APRS 


APRS is a program that will display the location 
of APRS equipped stations on a map. The use 
of GPS receivers 
allows plotting 


A GPS receiver entploys 


position and abit satellites to 
movement in real- triangulate cither a 2D OF 
time. | However, 3D position on he 


you do not have to 
use a GPS 
receiyer, As long 
as your 
coordinates are in 
the system, your 
QTH will appear 
on all station displays in radio range. Ideas for 
applications are almost limitless. Imagine going 


receivers 
from ¢ over $1400 to under 


1996, the price is Le 
tobe under $100. 


itobile and secing your relative position on the 
screen of your portable PC as you drive along. 
Weather spotting is a strong point for APRS as 
ihe spotter need not worry about their exact 
position. Reporting a relative bearing for a 
storm under observation will be sufficient for a 
NCS to report storm activity with an accuracy 
that would be hard to achieve otherwise. 
Providing communications for the Evansville 
Bicycle Club's "Great Pumpkin Metric"? The 
location of sag vehicles could be determined 
casily by simply glancing at the computer 
screen, Maps can be customized for any 
application and whatever resolution required, 


APRS stands for Automatic Packet Reporting 
Svstem and was developed by Bob Bruninga, 
WB4APR, 


Weather 


Local and regional weather information can be 
received on packet. Kantronics has a KTU 
Weathernode on the market. The WXN weather 
server provides a wide range of weather data 
available on Evansville, Petersburg. and Linton. 
The WXN Weather Server was developed by 
John Bennett, N4XI. 


Mel Whitten, KOPFX, in St. Louis has set up a 
system that allows weather bulletins from the 
NWS to be sent out every minute in times of 
weather emergencies. Due to changes within the 
NWS and a new FCC ruling, these bulletin 
broadcasts on packet are legal. Only weather 
bulletins for the immediate areca are forwarded 
out to other packel stations. In the St. Louis 
arca, bulletins are sent to area .EOCs, Net 
Control Stations and other agencies that use 
amateur supporied communications. With the 
NWS office moving to Paducah, we need more 
limely warnings in this area, The addition of 
this application would be well worth the time 
and effort to install. 


APRS also supports weather reporting by 
spotters or a small weather station in the field. 


Programs are also available that display 
digitized radar in real-time. 


ARES Database 


The ARES Database program is designed to 
handle information input, searching for specific 
data, listing all entries of a given type, and 
performing summaries of the data stored. The 


system supports mulliple connections and a 
conference bridge. if needed. Sending and 
receiving short messages on the conference 
bridge is also supported. 


Data is organized into records that contain four 
ficlds and a memo. Ifa disaster occurs forcing 
people to emergency shelicrs, (he database could 
be used to track individuals in the shelters. 
Each record would represent a person. The 
fields in each record might be organized as Last 
Name, First Name, Shelter Location, and Status. 
‘The memo field could be used for any unique 
information, Records and fields can be defined 
and used in any way desirable. 


The ARES Database program was developed by 
W.E. Moerner, WN6I'and Dave Palmer, N6GKL, 


METCON 


METCON stands for teleMETry and CONtrol 
and is a unit designed to interface directly with a 
TNC. METCON provides a means of reading 
data and controlling devices remotely by packet. 
There are a variety of options available allowing 
the measurement of temperature, vollage, and 
frequency. Up to eight relay controfled outputs 
are available to turn devices on and off. 


METCON was designed by Paul Newland, 
AD7I and is marketed by TAPR (Tucson 
Amateur Packet Radio). 


Callsign Database 


Callsign databases are becoming popular on 
packet. Connecting to the server and entering 
the callsign will return the name and full 
address of the licensee. Some servers allow 
querying the database in a variety of ways. For 
example, a county hunter might want to know 
all amateurs in a given county. If the server is 
set up to handle such a request, all matching 
entries in the database will be returned. 


Local Services 


BBS: LOMBBS: KA9LQM. EVAN: KASLOM 
WX: EVVWXN: NAXI+7, WXEVV: N4X1-6. 


Frequencies nee 145.01 (1200 Baud) — 
a eee ae oe eee Baud) - 


445.500 (9600 Baud), 


REPEATER NEWS 


I would like to remind all members that when accessing the repeater for 
a phone patch or. any other function, it is necessary to IDENTIFY BEFORE 
YOU ACCESS THE REPEATER. Also, remember that the phone patch is for 
personal] use only. 
A Special Note to all of the new club members awaiting for their 
license to arrive. When you receive your call contact Chris, KE9YK, at 
473-5382 and you will he assigned an auto-dial slot and be given a list 
of repeater codes for access. Also, anyone wanting an extra slot pro- 
gramed can contact me, as we have a limited number available. 

Chris, KE9YK 


cle_ARRL Letter May 10, 1994 

The Federal Communications Commission is showing off a new vehicle for investigative 
work, equipped with two computers, a color monitor, a mobile phone, and a satellite 
receiver. The FCC told the Associated Press it expected to have 10 such cars in ser- 
vice in Metropolitan areas this month, with the goal. of eventually having two such 
cars for each of the Commission's 35 field offices. The FCC said: that businesses ancl 
boat operators are the most likely to operate unlicensed transmitters. 


Meanwhile, in Gettysburg, at the end of April the FCC's amateur license processing 
backlog was 10 to 12 weeks. ‘The Commission has not yet switched to its new computer 
system, which will be required for processing the new style, simplified! Form 610, 
which has been mandatory since March 1. | 


In late April the FCC denied three petitions from amateurs to change the licensing 
structure. One_petitioner.woulcd have. lowered. Morse code requirements_ancd two others 
would have eliminated the 5 wpm CW examination for the Novice license. The FCC said 
that the current amateur license requirements were the result of Commission proceeclings 
that produced thousands of comments. "The amateur community indicated on each occasion 
that it strongly desires to preserve communications by telegraphy," the FCC said. 
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TARS Treasurer's Report-KBIBPJ 
5/4/94 Through 5/30/94 

Num Date Payee Cc Catego Amount 

Opening Balance As Of 5/4/94 3,098.50 
Month Ending 5/31/94 

5/15/94 John Pepmeier Hamfest 10.00 

5/15/94 Glenn Ogle . a Hamfest 5.00 

§/15/94 Bill Shinn Hamfect 10.00 

5/15/94 Henry Galbraith WORDJ Hamfest 50.00 

5/15/94 Lloyd Davis Hamfest 5.00 

§/15/94 Bill Killion he Hamfest 5.00 

5/15/94 Fred Stanley Hamfest 10.00 

Total Month Ending 5/31/94 95.00 

Ending Balance As Of 5/31/94 3,193.50 

GRAND TOTAL 95.00 
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NOTES FROM N9GWS 
Our busy month of June is winding down. 
We had a good Hamfest on the 5th, with perfect weather. 
From our involvement, at least, the Freedom Festival is over. 
Hal, WB9OFNN, did his usual excellent job on the parade. 
Ron Goebel, KFORR, also did a great job on'Thunder! 


Field Day, on Saturday, the 25th, was well organized by Greg, 
KBOGNL, and Bob, KAOTML. I was there briefly as it started and we 
had about a dozen in attendance, a good crowd! Again, the weather 
was perfect, as we started. 


N4GYT, George Price's 440 repeater is now on 444.275, changed 
from 444.300. This repeater is "open to all." Use it! 


Next meeting: Thursday, July 14, 1994 at 7:30pm cdt at TCI 
Cable on North Fares (old 41). See following article by K5LPS, 
for directions. 


TNX, Charlie, N9OGWS 
JULY MEETING —- Not at the Red Cross! 


The July meeting (Thursday July 14, 7:30 PM) will be hosted by 
TCI of Evansville at their 1900 North Fares Ave. office. TCI 
provides cable TV service to Evansville and a number of other 
communities throughout the country. Danny Garvin, WBORIM, will 
give an overview of the Evansville system and show us some of the 
equipment they use to get a signal to our house. TCI has about 
43,000 customers ‘in the Evansville area and serves them with 700 
milés of cable. (What a feed line!) 

% 


- The TCt office is located two doors south of the McDonald’s 
on North Fares (Old 41) or one half block north of the light at 
Maxwell and Fares. Look for the 185 foot tower! Park in the 
parking lot on the south side of the building. We will enter the 
building through the rear entrance and Danny will be there to point 
the way. It will be an interesting meeting, hope you can make it! 


Bill K5SLPS 


You missed Field Day??? We had a great time! I would like to thank 
Greg (KB9GNL) and Bob (KA9TML) for gathering all the stuff and orga- 
nizing the event. Keith (AA9KQ) introduced many of the newer hams 
to the event and Bill (K5LPS) demonstrated ATV to us. We stood in 
the street and made fools of ourselves by waving at the airplane 
that was transmitting the ATV signal. Bob also kept the grill hot 
and fed all of us. ‘THANKS for a fun filled day. 


73, John, W9FHA 
Editor's note, John tells me there were approx. 40 taking part in 
Field.” GREAT! 
day 


. s 
me 


MINUTES — 


The June, 1994, board meeting 
was called to order at 7 PH by NSGWS 
with NOGWS, AASKQ@, WSCVN, KAQEIV, 
KASTHL, KBOBPJ, NSRZG and WBSOFNN 
attending. Minutes of the May meet- 
ing were read and approved. The 
treasurer reported a balance as of 
5/31/94 of $3,193.50. 

Discussion about repeaters in- 
cluded need to continue efforts to 


BOARD MEETING — 


GS/2/34 


if supplier of "roll-in" food who 
serves model airplane club could be 
available this year). 

KASEIV reported on audit of 
books which are in good shape. She 
did recommend the Treasurer not 
write any checks without a written 
invoice in hand to verify what was 
purchased and amount. All members 
agreed this is sound advice. 


get access to alternate site possi- KASTML reported on Field Day 
bility, using the aluminum rack now plans. The board approved a $1900 
at Deaconess for the 146.79 repeater budget for supplies, less if possi- 
(this since changed - rack will be ble. 
‘ used to house amplifier for 147.15 
repeater), and there is potential 
for a 440 site at Deaconess which 
was taken under advisement. 
Discussion of last minute items Meeting adjourned at 8:45 PM. 
for hamfest included decision to see WBSFNN, Secretary 
The June 9, 1994 membership meeting was held at the Red Cross, called to 
order by N9GWS. Introductions followed. 
Since the minutes of the last meeting were in Sparks, it was agreed 
not to read. Treasurer reported a 5/31 balance of approx $5,500, including 
a tentative net of approximately $964 for the Hamfest and $1,900 for the 
“police” repeater and some Hamfest bills still outstanding. 
__ ss Next followed a report o on the new Voice Mail advising that instruc- 
tions for use will be in next Sparks. This léad to a general discussion-of——— 
repeater use and current status. 
K9OSTX reported that there were problems with the batteries for some of 
the Red Cross HTs. There followed a discussion and a vote to purchase 5 new 
batteries at approximately $42 each, with Ralph to order for immediate 
delivery to be available for Thunder, etc. 
Volunteers were solicited for Thunder,. the parade and balloons. Anyone 
interested, call N9GWS or WB9FNN. Field Day will be open from 1@ AM to 186 
PM (approx). Lunch will be served about 12:30 PMH. 
Following a brief break, antenna ideas for construction as well as new 
commercially made ones which are out of the ordinary-were shown and .. 
discussed. The meeting adjourned at approximately 9:30 PM 
WBOFNN, Secretary 


eee eee em ee cme eee ere ere re ere ee ee ee ee ee re wre ee ee ee ep cee em we ree re ee ee er wee ee ce re re re ee ce re ee ee ee oe ee ee ee i ee ee ee eee ee eee ee 


Then followed discussion of 
forthcoming activities including the 
Freedom Festival parade, Thunder, 
Balloons, etc. 


IMPORTANT NOTE — THIS ISSUE OF SPARKS IN—- 
CLUDES A BLANK PETITION REQUESTING ACTION TO 
INSTALI, A NEXRAD DOPPLER RADAR IN EVANSVILLE. 
IF YOU AGREE WE NEED THIS, GET YOUR FRIENDS 
AND NETGHBORS TO SIGN AND SEND TO: Lisa 
Patterson, Vanderburgh County Emergency 
Management Agency, Room 18, Civic Center 


Complex, 1 NW M L Ring Blvd, Evansville, IN 
47708 . YOU DO NOT HAVE TO LIVE IN 


VANDERBURGH COUNTY TO SEND ONE IN. WE ASK ALL 
MEMBERS IN ALL 3 STATES TO SEND IN ONE OR 
MORE. IF YOU NEED MORE, MARE COPTES. 


FIELD DAY gave many of us a chance to talk about and demonstrate things 
that are hard to do in a regular meeting. I realize that not everybody 
has the same interests and we can never find a program that will suit 
everyone. Several of us thought it would be fun to meet and play with 
antennas, QRP or ??7??? With that in mind, how about meeting in Garvin 
Park on 21 July at 1830 hrs. Bring your rig, antenna, battery or what- . 
ever. If you can demonstrate your toy without using AC and think some- 
one else would like to see it, be there. 


John (W9FHA) 


Editors note---This is not the regular 2nd Thursday TARS meeting. That 
meeting in July will be held on Thursday July 14 at 7:30 at TCI Cable 
TV at 1900 N. Fares Ave. mo 


SILENT KEY a 
D. Richard (Dick) Chesser, W9UL, Winslow, In. passed away June 9, 1994. 
Dick was an Army veteran in Korea, a member of Winslow Kiwanis Club, 
Winslow Baptist Church and the Pike County Amateur Radio Club. He is 
survived by his wife Jeannie, WB9OYWZ, four daughters, a sister and two 
brothers, two grandchildren. 


INARRL Bulletin # 84, July 4, 1994 


FCC Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 

If Part 97 of the Rules is amencled by the Commission to authorize the use of vanity 
call-signs, amateur raclio operators would be able to request a specific call-sign. 

Each amateur licensee with a vanity call-sign will be assessecl a regulatory fee of $7.00 
per year. ‘The total fee of $70.00 will cover the ten year license term during which 
the call sign will be in use. The first 10-year fee must be paid at the time a request 
for a vanity call-sign is made. If a requested vanity call-sign is not available or 
otherwise cannot be issued to the requestor, the regulatory fee will be refunced, since 
amateurs are expressly exempt under the statue for regulatory fees, unless they have 
received their vanity call-sign. - 


NEW GENERAL CLASS QUESTION POOL--VE EXPRESS JULY 1994 


On November 29, 1993, the National Conference of VECsS Question Pool Committee released a 
new General class (Element 3 B) question pool into public domain. That new pool must be 
used for questions in General Class license exams effective July 1, 1994. 


To incorporate this new pool into examinations, the ARRL/VEC has developed a series of 
six new versions of General class test booklets for routine distribution, and we have 
provided a quantity of these new test booklets to ARRL VE teams who have been field 

stocked. VE teams with tests to be held on or after July 1, 1994, will receive these 


new designs with any materials requests. 


GENTEST computer software users have been sent an update that includes this new General 
class pool. If you or your team is field stocked-and/or you are one of our GENTEST 
software users--but you have not yet received your necessary materials/software update, 
please contact us (do not forget you can contact us toll free using your ARRL VE 
Hotline of 1-800-927-7583). 


VE TEST SESSION Monday, August 1 Evansville, In. W5YI $5.75 Red Bank Library-- 
Registration starts 7:15pm (after commercial exams) Neil Rapp, WB9OVPG--Ph 424-1506 
E.A.R.S. Newsletter 


NOTICE 


THE JULY 14k TARS MEETIME — 
Wikk NOT GE HELD AT THE 


REID CROSS, T7 WILK BE AT 
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TARS Treasurer's Report-KBIBPJ 


5/16/94 Through 6/25/94 
Num Date Payee c Catego Amount 
Opening, Balance As Of 5/16/94 3,193.50 
Month Ending 5/31/94 
5/16/94 Credit Voided Check #1086 Repeater-Packet 300.00 
1089 5/16/94 Hal Wilson WB9FNN Repeater-Packet (216.30) 
1090 ~—_ 5/16/94 Charles Apfelstadt NOGWS Hamfest (68.40) 
1091 5/16/94 Wiiliam Cook KSLPS Hamfest (7.82) 
1092 5/16/94 Ham Station Miscellaneous (179.95) 
1093 5/16/94 Blanche Elpers KASEIV SPARKS (52.70) 
1094 5/16/94 Charles Apfelstadt NIGWS Hamfest (14.24) 
5/30/94 Interest Paid (on 4/22/94) Interest 7.20 
5/30/94 Checks (on 3/31/94) Miscellaneous (14.35) 
Total Month Ending 5/31/94 (246.56) 
Ending Balance As Of 5/31/94 2,946.94 
Month Ending 6/30/94 
6/6/94 Hal Wilson WB9FNN Hamfest 5.00 
6/6/94 Blanche Elpers KASETV Miscellaneous (40.00) 
6/6/94 Panl Rust KBSTY Membership 25.00 
6/6/94 = TertyHammets ~°=- = ——<CSsiCsSS Membership —----—2500------____-________ — 
6/6/94 John McCormick Membership 25.00 
6/6/94 Ed Biederwolf Membership 25.00 
6/6/94 Owen Frisby Hamfest 15.00 
6/6/94 Daniel Gresh Hamfest 5.00 
6/6/94 Frank Craig Hamfest 10.00 
6/6/94 Charles Apfelstadt NOGWS Hamfest (69.25) 
6/6/94 Donald Winter Hamfest 15.00 
6/6/94 Robert Henn KASTML Field Day (100.00) 
6/6/94 Hamfest Change Hamfest (350.00) 
6/6/94 Daniel Weil Membership 25.00 
6/6/94 Ralph Turpen Membership 25.00 
6/6/94 Hamfest Change Deposit Hamfest 350.00 
6/6/94 Hamfest Day Proceeds Hamfest 2,098.58 
6/7/94 Interest Paid (on 5/23/94) Interest 6.49 
1099 6/9/94 Keith Phillips NSIWC Hamfest (11.56) 
1100 6/9/94 Charles Apfelstadt NSGWS Miscellaneous (36.93) 
1101 6/9/94 Harold Beumel Hamfest (200.00) 
1102 6/9/94 Ed Schwab Hamfest (300.00) 
1103 6/9/94 Red Cross Miscellaneous (200.00) 
1104 6/10/94 Blanche Bipers KASEIV SPARKS (46.25) 
6/25/94 Keith Phillips NOTWC , Hamfest 5.00 
Total Month Ending 6/30/94 1,306.08 
Ending Balance As Of 6/30/94 4,253.02 


ENDING BALANCE 


June 1, 1994 VOICEMAIL QUICK REFERENCE 


" Private Mailbox System 
Start Voice Mail System 94 
Leave message * 
Retrieve message # 
Delete messages 9 
Voice Mail offline 0 
Simplex Repeat Disabled 
System Information 604 - - Available Slot Numbers. 
Information Slot One 31 - > Repeater info at this time. 
Information Slot Two 32. —=C« - Voice Mail into at this time. 
Information Slot Three 33. i= 5 Ham Fest info at this time. 
Information Slot Four 34 
Information Slot Five 35 
Information Slot Six 36 
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WXN 
A Weather Server for Packet 
Jolin Bennett, N4XT 


In this article we will look at the WXN Weather 
Server for packet radio. WXN_ supports 
connections to sevcral users at the same time. 


Basic Weather Data 
Basic weather functions available are 
temperature. wind, precipitation, lnumidity, 


barometric pressure, sunrisc/sunset times and 
more. 


Databases 


Weather databases include summiarics on an 
hourly. daily. weekly, monthly, and annual 
basis. A list’ of record temperatures. 
precipitation, wind, and barometric pressure is 
also maintained. An information database 
provides access to many weather related topics. 
The topics vary from clond formations to a 
NOAA Weather Radio frequency list by state. 
The Zip database can be uscd to determine 
direction and distance from your QTH to a 
different QTH. The Spotter database combines 


the Uscr and Zip databases to locate uscrs ina 


given area in times of weather emergencics. 
Networked 


Available weather data is not restricted to the 
EVVWXN node. WXN is networked and also 
supports remote weather stations. Currently, 
Evansville is linked with Linton, IN. Data is 
exchanged twice an hour and is available on 
both systems. At the present, one remote is 
operational at Petersburg, IN. Hopefully by the 
end of the summer there will also be remotes in 
Owensboro, KY and southern Illinois or western 
Kentucky. Remotes are polled every 15 minutes 
for current data. 


Users have a great deal of control over the type 
of data sent and also the format of the data. For 
example, the display width can be sct to 80 or 40 
columns. 


The program also has the capability of reporting 
the date and times of any NWS watches and 
warnings issued in the last 24 hours. (it can 
only display the date and time - you must tune in 
NOAA Weather Radio to find out what type of 
alert has been issucd). 


There arc three connect modes for WXN: the 
Auto mode, Command mode, and The Weather 
Companion (WXC). 


Auto Mode 


The Auto Channcl, or modc, sends current 
weather data and then automatically disconnects 
aficr receipt of the data is acknowledged. The 
action is completely automatic. All you have to 
do is connect. 


The server is accessed on 145.01 MHz at 1200 
baud or 445.500 MHz. at 9600 baud. Connect 
direct if you arc in radio range, or use the 
network. The callsign of the Auto Channel is 
N4XI-G with an alias of WXEVV. — The 


following works for a direct connection within - - 


radio range: 
ewxevy OR ce n4xi-6 


If you cannot connect direct, connect to the 
nearest network node. After connecting to the 
node, enter the same text as shown above. The 
network should automatically route your 
connection to WXEVV. Ina few moments the 
weather data should appear on your screen. 


Data received on the Auto Channel can be 


customized to include a wide range of data. . 


More on this later. 
Command Mode 


This mode is command driven Sike a BBS. 
Aficr connecting, issuing one or two letter 
commands allows access to over 60 commands. 


To access the Command mode, connect to 
EVVWXN: 


cevvwxn OR cn4xi-7 


If you are not in radio range, use the network as 
described above. Once the connection is 
established, type WXCMD and press the 
ENTER key. This connects you to a Command 
channel. 


WXN provides context sensitive help on any 
text entered that is not a command.. For 
example, entering a ‘T' will return all the 
temperature commands. If you wish, help can 
be turned off. 


Onc of the first things to do as a new user is 
register with the User database. Until you 
register, you will be lockcd out of certain 
commands. Any database command calculating 


direction and distance will do so from your QTH 
if you are registered. Otherwise, calculations 
are bascd on the node's QTH. , 


Registration also allows you to customize data 
sent when connecting in the Auto mode. 


To register, cnter your zipcode with the UZ 
command: 


uz 47710 


The latitude, longitude. city. county, state, and 
timezone information will automatically be 
entered in the Uscr database. You can view this 
information with the UP command. 


The US command sects commands that will be 
executed in the Auto mode when you connect. 
You must be registered in the User database to 
use this command. Enter US and then the 
commands you want executed in the aulo mode. 
Separate cach command with a space and press 
ENTER when through. For example: 


us tc th th we wt pe pm py nt 


The next time you connect in the Auto mode, 
the temperature, daily high and low 
tcempcratures, wind, high wind gust for the day. 
rainfall, rain for the month, rain for the year, 
and the tempcratures reported al all networked 
stations will be displayed. 


Printed Documentation 


The scope of options and details of operation are 
too lengthy to present here. If you want more 
information on the use of the Auto and 
Command modes, a detailed thirty page User 
Guide is available on KA9LQM's landlinc BBS. 
The file to download is WXNTXT51.ZIP. Be 
sure to download PKUNZIP.EXE if you don't 
have it. The text file is in the compressed zip 
format and requircs PKUNZIP to decompress 
the file. i 


WXC 


The third way to obtain data from the sysicm is 
to use The Weather Companion program for the 
PC. The Weather Companion, or WXC, is a 
window type environment where the server is 
polled for current information at predetermined 
intervals. More data is available using WXC 
than is available in the Command modc. The 
amount and type of data scnt to your station is 
sect from the configuration menu. The time 
between data updatcs is also configurable. 


The main window display has all groups - 
temperature, wind, barometric pressure, 
humidity, precipitation, and time related data - 
including sunrise and sunsct times. Pressing 
function keys brings up other data. 


There is no documentation _filc. All 
documentation is built into the program’s help 
system. Exicnsive on-line help is available by 
pressing Fl most anywhere. 


WXC can be downloaded from KA9LQM's 
landline BBS. The file to download is 
WXC12.ZIP.—s- Again, if you don't have 
PKUNZIP.EXE, be sure and download that as 
well. 


Conclusion 


WXN is a very comprehensive packcl radio 
application that offers weather data in most any 
way you can imagine. Experiment with 
commands to sec what they will do. You can't 
hurt anything (except maybe your cgo if you 
make {oo many crrors), so indulge yoursclf. 


If you have any questions, I'm the one to ask 
because | wrote the program. I can be reached 
in a number of ways. The best way, is by packet 
(I don't have to be there to answer). You can 
leave a message on KA9LQM's packet BBS, or 
usc the WXBBS on the EVVWXN node. To 
access the BBS, type WXBBS after connecting 
to EVVWXN. 
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NOTES FROM N9GWS 


Sept. 10 is the starting date 
for T.A.R.S. next "No Code" 
training class. Please have 
anyone who is interested to 
call me at 477-7716. (Testing 
on November 19.) 


August 18 is the date for the 
workers party for Freedom Fest- 
ival Volunteers. Please call 
me, if you do not receive your 
invitation by Aug. 12 and you 
are entitled to one. 


T.A.R.S. annual Christmas 
dinner party will be held on 
our regular meeting night in 
December (the 8th). It will 
be at "Laceys", the same place 
as last year, the name has 


. been changed from "Sizzler". 
- Details later. 


__.-The nominating committee for 


1995 Officers & Board members 
is headed by Bill Cook, K5LPS. 


TNX, Charlie, N9GWS 


Cee RNC Te et he Gage, 
The theme of this year's, Simulated 
Emergency Test is: : Néw“Hams, New 
Blood for ARES!With record numbers 
of new Hams entering the ranks of 
Amateur Radio, and with their in- 
terests focused on repeater and 
public service activities, ARES leac- 


ers should enjoy a windfall of new re- 


cruits for their programs and espec- 


ially for this fall's SET. To emphasize 
the importance of getting new hams into 


your ARES programs, extra points will 


be awarded for each new ham you get to 


participate in your SET this year. 


The ARRL Simulated Emergency Test is a 


nationwide exercise in emergency com- 


munications, administered by ARRL Emer- 


gency Coordinators and Net Managers. 


de KAOVLV 


As your Wednesday evening Net 
Manager, I am asking for your 

help as a net control station. 

At present there are only two of 
us. The nets average about twenty 


Minute. If I have four or five 


net control stations, your turn 
would come up every 4th or 5th 
Wednesday. If you can not make 
it on your evening, no problem, 
one of the other net controls 
would be glad to swap with you. 
I can furnish you with a copy of 
the procedure, plus a list of 
regular check-ins. 


I would like to keep the nets 
Operating but I DO NEED HELP. 
You can phone me at 423-1082. 


Lisa, KASVLV 


RREKKEKKKEKEKEKKKKEKKKEKK 


We are now in the month of 

August and the year is coming to 
a close.- It's time to think 
about the Club officers and Dir- 
ectors for 1995. The nominating 
committee has been named. If you 
are not approached and would like 
to be on the slate for the Novem- 
ber election, then see one of the 
committee. 


Along with Officers & Directors 
T.A.R.S. will be needing an Editor 
of SPARKS, the club newsletter. 
Many of you have a computer and 
could put out a more modern look- 
ing paper. If you are interested, 
call Charlie or any of the club 
officers. 


Think about holding an office in 
the club and step forward, don't 
Wait to be approached. 


Blanche, KAQEIV 


KEKKEKRKEKREKKKEKKEKKEKKE 


Both ARES and the National Traffic System (NTS) are involved. The SET weekend gives 
communicators the opportunity to focus on the emergency-communications capability with- 
in the community while interacting with NTS nets. SET weekend is October 15-16. 


More next month. 
de FIELD FORUM, July 1994 


A ae on ee 


MINUTES —- BOARD MEETING —- GS/2/34 


The July, 1994, board meeting Novice/No Code class will start 
was called to order at 7 PM by N9GWS Sept. 10° and run through Nov. 12, 
with N9GWS, AASKQ, WSCVN, KASTHML, with a test session scheduled for 
KBSOBPJ, NSRZG and WBSFNN attending. Nov. 19. This will include some 
Minutes of the June meeting were weather spotters from EMA.Charlie 
read and approved. The treasurer’s appointed a nominating committee to 
report was read and approved. consist of K5LPS as chairman plus 
Discussion about repeaters WSCVN and KASTML who will report to 
brought everyone up to date on September and October with a slate 
various actions being taken with of officers to be elected in 
repeater hardware. Charlie has November. 
backup hardware for 7.15. Discussion Discussion of weather spotting 
re tower work at 7.15 site tabled. needs as they will develop after the 
Charlie reported on rates for Evansville NWS office closes was 
4H Center for 1995 and it was agreed tabled. 
to book the same hall for ’95. Meeting adjourned at 8:45 PM. 
Charlie reported a new WBSFNN, Secretary 


eee we we wee ee wee wee we ee wm ee wee we ee ww ew we we oe om ee we we ee we em ree ee we re ees ee ee ee ae ee ee es ae es ee eo we eee eae 


The July 14, 1994 membership meeting was held at TCI Cable"s office in N 
Fares Ave. The meeting was called to order by NOGWS. Introductions 
followed. 

Since the minutes of the last meeting and Treasurer’s report were in 
Sparks, it was agreed not to read. 

Charlie advised that the 1994 Christmas party would be at the same 
place and same cost as last year. The name has changed to Lacey’s but 
everything is the same as it was before. 

Charlie then reported on the new class schedule and the nominating 
committee (see minutes above). ee cee ee SaEnEEEEEnneeiaeE 

WO9FHA reported on the planned "QRP" nite eehediied for 1/21 at 
Wesselman Park. K5SLPS mentioned a "T Hunt" coming in August with date to 
be announced. Listen to 7.15 net. WBSFNN discussed need to look for the 
source of interference hitting the 7.15 repeater. We need your Bete: 

Hal wWBSFNN, Secretary 


. NORTH AMERICAN “dx" SCHEDULE - fron 

7/25/94 =< 16/1/94 approx NOTICES 
In most instances, the times are - T.A.R.S. August meeting Aug. 11 

approximate and will vary from day to 7:30pm Red Cross--Diamond Ave 

day. 40 meter schedule probably won’t & Heidelbach Ave. 

hold beyond August 1. For others, point 

your beam (if you have one) about 3382. Novice & No-code classes start 
Will periodically check 19 meters, Sept. 10--See Charlie, NOGWS. 

28.4 Mhz +/- 10 Khz and will be there if 

band appears open to midwest. VET : N 19, 1994 

| Mid-day - about noon Evansville EeUaUg NOVeRRee kas 

time, +/- 15 minutes - will check in to h a rr 

Maritime Mobile net on 14.3 Mhz a laediaahs aga TES ae 
Late night - about 11:30pm - I1il. State Fairgrounds. 


Midnight - will try to be on 14.292 Mhz. 
This is reported to be the "Alaska" net. 
When in range, will try to connect 


with the "94 Group" on 7.288 Mhz between 


7:30 and 8:38 AM Evansville time and will 


check Midcars on 7.258 Mhz periodically. 


Will also check 24.950 Mhz and 


18. 160 Mhz at random times to see what 


bropogation will allow. Ai gi 


t 


' The following article was not received in. time for the July SPARKS. 
Thank You! - 


Thunder on the Ohio Communications were again handled very 
effectively by Ham volunteers. This year we operated on 2 meters, 
American Red Cross Low-Band, and 800 Megahertz Police/Fire/Rescue 
Tactical channels. A new feature this year was a 6 channel UHF link: 
with "Thunder Base” (for non-medical communications). This tied all 
thunder communications together via "Med. Control" at Mercy 
Ambulance. This worked very well thanks to the communications team 


made up of the following Hams: 


Ralph 
Doug 
Lisa 
Dan 
Harold 
Robb 
Mark 
Mike 
Larry 
Chris 
Jason 
Mike 
Doug 
Chris 


K9STX 

NOWYD 
NSQVD 
NOWYA 
NSQVB 
NSWAS 
NOPDL 

N9SRAE 

W9ENZ 
K9OXX 
N9RTB 
N9RAH 
NOSWYL 
KESYK 


Friday helped me set-up at Mercy 
Saturday comms 

Saturday comms 

Saturday comms 

Aide Station Coordinator Saturday 
Aide Station Volunteer Sat & Sunday 
Nat'l.Guard on Sat & Sunday comms 
Saturday & Sunday communications 
Sunday comms 

Sunday comms 

Sunday comms 

Sunday comms 

Sunday comms 

Sunday comms and helped me with 
tear-down at Mercy Ambulance 


As you can see there are some OM's and some brand-new Hams 
working together as a team to pull off this major communications event 
that usually attracts about 100,000 people to Evansville's riverfront. This 
was a great team effort and should be a source of pride for Radio 


. Amateurs. 


Thanks again to the above Hams! 


FOR SALE---SANTEC - 144 


KFORR. Se 


KREKEKKEKEKEKEKKEKEKKEKKEKKEKKEKKEKEKKEKRKKKKEKEKEKE 


2 meter HT---Wall Charger--~Desk Charger--- 


Cigarette lighter connection---Case---Speaker Mic---Vari- 
able Power Output---Other features---$125.00 
Tom Donovan, N9EGI---Ph. 424-4013 


W2S/94 


FINAL TARS HAMFEST REPORT--KB9BPJ 


1/1/94 Through 7/25/94 
Num Date Payee c Category Amount 
Month Ending 3/31/94 
1083 3/18/94 4-H Center Hamfest (150.00) 
Total Month Ending, 3/31/94 (150.00) 
Month Ending 4/30/94 
4/16/94 Hamfest Prize Tickets Hamfest 5.00 
1084 4/16/94 Hamfest Tickets (Printing) Hamfest (274.31) 
Total Month Ending 4/30/94 (269.31) 
Month Ending 3/31/94 
1090 5/5/94 Charles Apfelstadt N9GWS Hamfest (68.40) 
1091 5/5/94 William Cook KSLPS Hamfest (7.82) 
1094 3/12/94 Charles Apfelstadt N9GWS Hamfest (14.24) . 
5/15/94 John Pepmeier Hamfest 10.00 
§/15/94 Glenn Ogle Hamfest 5.00 
5/15/94 Bill Shinn Hamfest 10.00 
5/15/94 Henry Galbraith WSRDJ Hamfest 50.00 
5/15/94 Lloyd Davis Hamfest 5.00 
5/15/94 Bill Killion Hamfest 5.00 
5/15/94 ~—s FredStanley = —~*S ~””” Hamfest 10.00 
Total Month Ending 5/31/94 4.54 
Month Ending 6/30/94 
6/6/94 Hal Wilson WB9FNN Hamfest 5.00 
6/6/94 Owen Frisby Hamfest 15.00 
6/6/94 Daniel Gresh Hamfest 5.00 
6/6/94 Frank Craig Hamfest 10.00 
6/6/94 Charles Apfelstadt N9GWS Hamfest (69.25) 
6/6/94 Donald Winter Hamfest 15.00 
6/6/94 Hamfest Change Hamfest (350.00) 
6/6/94 Hamfest Change Deposit Hamfest 350.00 
6/6/94 Hamfest Day Proceeds Hamfest 2,098.58 
1099 6/9/94 Keith Phillips NSIWC Hamfest (11.56) 
1101 6/9/94 Harold Beumel Hamfest (200.00) 
1102 6/9/94 Ed Schwab Hamfest (300.00) 
6/25/94 Keith Phillips NOFWC Hamfest 5.00 
Total Month Ending 6/30/94 1,572.77 
Month Ending 7/31/94 
1107 1114/94 4-H Center Hamfest (200.00) 
Total Month Ending 7/31/94 (200.00) 
GRAND TOTAL 958.00 


Page | 
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TARS Treasurer’s Report--KB9BPJ 


6/26/94 Through 7/25/94 
| Num Date Payee Cc Categor Amount 
Opening Balance As Of 6/26/94 4,253.02 
Month Ending 7/31/94 
1105 7/2/94 P.O. Box Fee Miscellaneous (35.00) 
7/3/94 Interest Paid (on 6/22/94) Interest 7.96 
7/14/94 Alan Brack N9XAV Membership. 25.00 - 
1106 Ti4/94 Charles Apfelstadt NOGWS Miscellaneous (6.25) 
1107 T4194 4-H Center Hamfest (200.00) 
1108 7/14/94 Blanche Elpers KASEIV SPARKS (51.44) 
1109 7/14/94 Robert Henn KA9TML Field Day (9.00) 
7/25/94 Douglas Bussell N9WYD Membership 25.00 
Total Month Ending 7/31/94 (243.73) 
Ending Balance As Of 7/31/94 4,009.29 
GRAND TOTAL (243.73) 


ENDING BALANCE 4,009.29 


Packet: The Inside Story 
John Bennett, NANT 


The roots of Packet can be found in Morse Codec. 
Morse Code is. in fact. a digital mode. A 
transmiticr is keyed on and off in a pattern of 
long and short time periods. Digital. or binary. 
data is also sent by keying the transmitting 
medium on and off. 


Teletype was inevitable... 


As technology grew, the adoption of a typewriter 
scheme to sending information was inevitable. 
Like Morse, the teletype uses an on/off keying of 
the transmitter to convey information. The first 
widely accepted teletype code uscd what is 
known as a five-level code. The five-levcl code 
differs in that the transmitting period of cach 
character is a fixed length that is divided into 
five equal periods. Each period in the character 
is high or low, depending upon the character 
code. The five-level code restricted the number 
of characters that could be transmitted to 32. 
With a simple modification, this was extended 
to 64 characters and became a standard that 
lasted well into the 1960's. 


Advent of the microprocessor... 


With the advent of the microprocessor, a change 
was called for. The microprocessor architecture 
that became widely accepted used an &-bit data 
structure. This meant that 256 characters were 
possible. Clearly, a 64 character code would not 
work casily with the new microprocessors. This 
Icad to the adoption of the 8-level (or 8-bit) 
code. The 8-bit code is now one of the standards 
for the transmission of digital data. 


Errors are scldom cncountered with land-line 
circuits. However, that is not the case for 
RTTY. Various techniques have becn used to 
reduce crrors. Some of these are diversity 
reception (using two different antenna/receiver 
combinations at the same timc). improved 
filtering, better detectors, and the usc of high 
power transmitters. Typically. commercial wire 
scrvices used all of these techniques. With 
RTTY, QSOs carried on at the same time 
require the use of different frequencies. 


Not a replacement for RTTY... 


Although packet was developed primarily for 
Computer-To-Computer communications, it also 


addressed many of these problems. It is 
important to understand that packet was never 
designed or intended to be a replacement for 
RTTY. 


With RTTY the transcciver is tuned to the same 
(frequency as the other station. A QSO is then 


carricd out much the'same as voice. Ina packet: - 


QSO. you connect to a station. Once connected, 
you will only transmissions reccived from that 
station will be displayed on the computer. This 
effectively means communication without any 
interference. There may be other packet stations 
using the same frequency. but they will not be 
displayed. 


All together, one at atime... 


The process where sevcral radio stations can 
communicate using the same frequency is 
known as Time Division Multiplexing. or TDM. 
The Tri-State Emergency Net held on 
Wednesday night is a form of TDM. In TDM 
stations take turns transmitting. When two 
stations transmit at the same time, a double 
occurs. The NCS then directs the stations to try 
again. The same is true in packet. Packct 
stations form a net that is controlled by a sct of 


“rules known as the AX.25 Protocol’ This — 


protocol is directed by a Terminal Node 
Controller, or TNC at cach station in the net. 
The Protocol, or rules, are stored permanently in 
the TNC’s memory. 


A postcard... 


The term packet itself comes from the fact that 
data is sent in blocks called packets. Each 
packet is like a post card. It has the address of 
the sendcr (call of the station you are connected 
to), a return address (your call) and a block of 
data. The size of the data block can be sct from 
32 to 255 characters. Once a connection is 
made, the size of the block remains unchanged 
for the duration of the connection. For example, 
if a block is sct initially to 128 characters, 128 
are characters transmitted in each packet, even 
if only one is in the transmit queue. If the 
number of characters exceeds the size of the 
packet, the data is broken up into 128 character 
blocks and sent onc block at a time until all have 
been sent. Each block is referred to as a frame. 


No Errors Allowed! 


As cach frame is transmitted. a Frame Check 
Sequence. or FCS. is calculated for cach packet 
and is added at the end of the frame. The FCS 
generated is unique to cach packet transmitted. 
When the frame is received. a new FCS is 
calculated and compared with the one that was 
received. If the two match, there are no crrors 
and an acknowledgincnt (ACK) frame is scnt to 
the transmitting station. On the other hand, if 
the two FCS numbers do not agree. an error is 
indicated and a REJcct (REJ) frame is scent 
instead. If the transmitting station docs not 
receive an ACK within a reasonable time, the 
frame of data is..re-transmitted. This process 
insures the data will get to it's destination error 
free. 


DXing, Packet Style... 


While there is some packet activity on TF, most 
opcrations occur on VHF and above. This 
would mean coverage only to the radio horizon 
except for a unique feature called digipcating. 


Every packct station can be a digipcater. or digi. 
Digis are used to extend the range of the stations 
you can connect to. Several dizis can be linked 
together to cover considcrable distance well 
beyond the radio horizon. 


In the carly days of packet, digis worked quite 
well. It was not uncommon to fink up with a 
station in Nashville, Louisville, Lexington, or 
St. Louis. {In rare instances, you might be abic 
to get even farther. However, those days arc 
gone. To understand why. note that most 
aclivily was on a single frequency - usually 
145.0} MHz. As the number of stations grew, 
interference in the form of what is known as 
collisions (a doubic) became all too common. 


Like Dayton 94... 


With today's congested channels. you are hicky 
lo be able to reach Owensboro. Ict alonc 
Louisville or Bloomington. To make a 
comparison, imagine yourself in a large room 
With just a few people. It is not difficult to carry 
on a conversation across the room. However, as 
the room begins to fill with pcopic. the only 
individuals you can cffectively communicate 
with are the oncs nearby. If you were at Dayton 
this year, you know what crowded is. You were 
lucky to be able to comnuinicate with the guy 
standing next to you, Ict alone across the isle. 
This is what has happened with packet. The 
room is full. 


A Different Approach 


So, what do you do avhen the room gets full? 
Rather than having onc large room 
(representing onc frequency), uscrs arc broken 
up into smaller groups and placed into scparate 
rooms (cach room representing a different 
frequency). These groups arc gencrally referred 
to as Local Arca Networks, or LANs. LANs are 
connected together through what is known as a 
backbone frequency. This corresponds to the 
corridor connecting the different rooms. Any 
LAN that is connccted through a gateway 
station (the door) to the backbone, can 
communicate with another LAN. This 
approach, where adopted correctly. has taken 
care of the "full room" problem for the most 
part. 


73... 


Hopefully. this article has given you some 
insight into how packct works. In future 
articles, | will cover more specific topics of how 
to usc your TNC and the network. 
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NOTES FROM CHARLIE NOGWS 


WE ARE IN DIRE NEED OF HELP WITH THE "NET" AT 8:00pm ON WEDNESDAY 
EVENINGS. 


NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY! 


PLEASE CALL LISA AT 423-1082 or me at 477-7716. THANKS!!! 


KRKEKKEEKEKEEKEKEKEKKEKKEEKEKEEKESA 


SEPTEMBER 10: WNEW CLASS STARTING. "NO CODE"; THESE WILL BE HELD 
AT THE RED CROSS, ON SATURDAYS, FROM 9:00am to 12:00i:NOON 
CALL ME FOR INFORMATION. 477-7716. 


KKK KKK KERR KK ER EEKREKEKEEKER 


OUR PROGRAM FOR SEPTEMBER 8 WILL BE A PRESENTATION BY: BILL 
HILYERD, K4LRX, ON DXing. at oe 


You will be sorry if you miss it! 


REKEKKEKEKKKEKKEKEKKEKRKEKRKKKKKKEKEKER 


PLAN ON THE CHRISTMAS PARTY ON DECEMBER 8 !!!! 
THANKS, CHARLIE, N9GWS 


KEEKKKEKKEKEKEEKKKKEKKKEKKEKKKEEKSE 


T.A.R.S. extends their sincere condolences to Larry, W9ENZ, and 
Theresa, K9TUA, Forster on the passing of Theresa's Mother. Octavia 
Mann, 89, formerly of Poseyville, In.and more recently of the Holiday 
Health Care Center passed away on August 18, 1994. Services were 
Saturday August 20 at 11:00AM at Browning Funeral Home, continued at 
11:30 at St. Theresa Catholic Church with burial in St. Matthew 
Church Cemetery at Mt. Vernon, In. 


KRREEKEKKEEKEEKEEKEKKEEKEKKEKEKEKKESE 


T.A.R.S. Secretary, Hal, WBOFNN, and Carol are on a trip. The minutes 
of the August and September meeting will be in the October or November 
SPARKS. 


NOTICES---NO CODE classes start Saturday September 10 at Red Cross. 
Contact Charlie, N9GWS---477-7716 


T.A.R.S. Monthly meeting Sept. 8, 1994--7:30pm Red Cross 


Shawnee Amateur Radio Assoc. Hamfest S.A.R.A. Sept.11, 1994 
Illinois State Fairgrounds, DuQuoin, Il. Drive into the 
building to load and unload. 


VE TESTING---September 17, 1994---9:00am, Ebner Bldg. on the 
Vincennes University Campus---Contact Phil Smith, KQ90, at 
1-812-886-9765. 


PROGRAMS 


The September program will be on the fine art of working DX. Bill 
Hilyerd, K4LRX will tell us about his experiences chasing DX and DX 
contests. Bill is on the DX CC Honor Roll and has’em ALL (except 
one)...I hope I got that right! Don’t think this is only an HF 
sport, because Bill has some significant accomplishments on two 
meters as well. I’m looking forward to it. It ought to be 
interesting. 

The October meeting will be none other than the President of the 
ARRL George Wilson, W4OYI. We are very fortunate to have George 
close by and he is gracious enough to come by and bring us up to 
date on all the latest FCC and League happenings. George is always 
interesting, lets have a good turn out for him! 


FCC COMPUTER GIVES NEW LOOK TO LICENSES---ARRL LETTER, JULY 1994 


Amateurs receiving new or modified FCC licenses after June 8, 1994, should carefully 
note their expiration date. Only new (first) licenses or specific renewals have a full 
10-year term. 


Amateur license upgrades and changes of address, call sign, or name are processed with 
the original expiration date intact. ‘That is, they are not automatically renewed for a 
new 10-year term. 
The FCC, using newly installect computer software, is processing amateur licenses in 
this manner to conform with the way in which it processes all other Private Radio 
Service licenses. fis, 
ame The-FCC. currently recommends that amateurs submit license-renewalapplications-60———___ 
to 90 days before their expiration date. The Commission said it intends eventually to 
mail. license expiration notices to amateurs. In the meantime, the ARRL is sending lic- 


TARS Treasurer's Report... KBOBP.S 
7126/94 ‘Through 8/24/94 


Num Date Payce Cc Catego Amount 
Opening Balance As OF 7/26/94 4,009.29 
Mouth Ending 8/31/94 
8/14/94 Johu Lenn WAQLVE Membership 12.50 
8/14/94 Randy Jobe NOY AIL Membership 12.50 
8/14/94 Konneth Molinct N9YAH Memborship 12.50 
R/LA/9A interest. Paid (On 7/25) interest 9.AT 
1tto 8/14/94 Charles Apfelstadt N9GWS Miscellaneous (12.04) 
Tt 8/14/94 Radio Equipment Insurance lusurance (67.18) 
8/24/94 Jim Marsh NOWYK Membership 12.50 
8/24/94 William Stoffer Membership 12.50 
8/24/94 Nicholes Harlan NJWYG Membership 25.00 
1u1z 8/24/94 Blanche Flpers KASFIV SPARKS (49.99) 
Total Month Ending, 8/31/94 (32.24) 
Finding Balance As Of 8/31/94 3,977.05 


32,24 


GRAND TOTAL 


ENDING BALANCE 3,977.05 
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Self-Study License Program Initiated 
at ITT Technical Institute 


John Bennett, N4X1 


On Friday 19 August the student body was 
presented a program on Amatcur Radio. The 
purpose was to initiate a new student activity -- 
a Self-Study Course to get an Amatcur Radio 
License. The presentation was Iced by John 
Bennett, N4XI. At the cnd of the presentation, 
Charlic, N9GWS talked about club activities. 


The ARRL donanted 50 recent issues of QST 
which were given to intercsted students. At the 
conclusion of the presentation, students were 
allowed to sign up and order Now You're 
Talking!, which is required for the course. 
Sixteen have signed up for the course with more 
expected later. 


The course itsclf is an adaptation of ARRL 
matcrials. Essentially, the modules laid out in 
the Instructor's Guide to Now You're Talking!. 
the Technician Class Vidco Course (ARRL- 
King Schools), and three support software 
packages sold by the ARRL have been 
integrated into a complete course. 


The Technician Course is divided up into 
thirteen units. Each unit is made up of a 
number of modules. The time to complcte cach 
module varics from 20 minutcs to about an hour. 


The vidcos were produced by King Schools for 
the ARRL and are excellent. The length of cach 
tape Icsson varics from 10 minutcs to just under 
an hour. 


Two of the three software programs arc uscd to 
guiz, or test on {he, material covered in the _ 
different sub-clements of the FCC question 
pools. The programs kecp track of what 
questions have been missed and offer 
explanations for why the answer is correct. 
Additionally, page references arc given to Now 
You're Talking! The third program is a Morse 
Code tutor for the Novice or Technician code 
candidates. 


The school is a registered participant in the 
ARRL's Instructor/Dealer program. As a result, 
students enrolled in the Sclf-Study Course can 
purchase most items in the ARRL catalog at 
25% off the suggested retail price. 


To help students follow through and get their 
license, an incentive program is in place. Upon 
presenting their FCC license, course participants 
will reccive a personalized ITT T-shirt with 
their callsign and name printed on the back. 
They will also get their choice of cither a 
Repeater Directory or Station Log. 


The LRC (Learning Resource Center) has been 
stocked with just abont all of the ARRL vidcos 
and books. This will provide additional material 
that will hopefully stimulate interesct and 
growth of new and prospective amateurs. 


This is only a beginning. With newly licensed 
amateurs in the school we may finally be able to 
successfully petition the school administration 
for station equipment and start a club. 


David A. Angermeier N9JWV 


1617 Country Club Rd. 
Mt. Vernon, IN 47620 


GIF -53O7 


Charles Apfelstadt NOGWS 


9604 Debbie Lane 
Evansvh} je, IN 47711 
£99 - To 


Robert V. Askren NOLJE 


& Roberta NOPJE 
R.R. #2 Box 150A-16 


OG6') 


T.E. Bair KBOABQ (S) 

1507 Green Meadow Rd. 

Evansville, IN 47715 
Y7I7T-34I4Y 2. 


Haubstadt, IN 47639-9557 
fe7-€3 


Don Barr NORAF 
P.O. Box 415 
Newburgh, IN 47629 


$545 - G00 


James Barrow WOCVN 


——-——5900-Newburgh-fRa.- > | 


Evansville, IN 47715 
‘H77 - 00/3 


terschel Barton KE9OG (S) 


3500 N: Redbank Rd. 


Evansville, IN 47720-2631 


GO3-BAAY 


Don Bender NOTIQ 


2740 N. Kentucky Ave. Apt. 
Evansville, IN 47711-6285 


HAF -#7AT7 


John A. Bennett NAXI 
5805 Whitehorne Rd. 
Evansville, IN 47710 
HOY — ASSIS ~ 


Harold J. Beumel, Jr. 
P.O. Box 15393 


Evansville, IN 47716" 


HAI -F/09 . = 
( 


Ed Biederwolf 
2017 Graham Ave. 
Evansville, IN 47714 


Larry W. Bosecker NOWYC oy 
1401 Reiter Dr. ; 
Evansville, IN 47712 

4LAI-HOB/ 


Tom Bozikis KF9ZV 

& Rhonda N9JGL 
851 Covert Ave: 
Evansville, IN 47713-2863 
UNMLIS TED 7 


Alan T. Brack NOXAV 
2119 Margybeth Ave. 
Evansville, IN 47714 . 


479-7047 


Mike Brenner NORAE 
2201 W. Iowa 
Evansville, IN 47712 


AAA-568G6 


Terry L. Brooks N9RZG 


101 Court, Apt. 1201 
Evansville, IN 47708 


UVUAIS VED 


+ 
4 


Douglas Bussell NOWYD 
$522 S-E:—Riverside Dr. —________ 
Evansville, IN 47713 


William H. Carver KAQIRC (S) 
901 N. Spring St. | 
Evansville, IN 47711-5317 


os 


HIG-T735 


David Castle WASKJI 

A900 Stringtown Rd. 

Evansville, IN 47711 
fA -~-£9 96 


Larry Chrisman K9OXX 

9107 Ford Lane 

Mt. Vernon, IN 47620 ve 
WEG * GAG pd 


Lisa~Clements KA9VLV (8) 
6926 Sweet Gum Ct. 
Evansville, IN 47710 
4AZ-/O0PH 


t 


LaRue Cleveland W9LBS {S) 
6810 Green Hill Drive 


Evansville, IN 47711 : 
QOin L2LtQa : 


Roy H. Cloukey KAQIWP 
AB21 Seib Rd. 


Evansville, 


963-5885 


Russel Commens WRIONAU (S). 
1841 W. Boonville New Harmony 


Ra. 
Evansville, 


G$67-7AS50O 


IN 47720 , 


IN 47711 


Gordon Conley WROW 


5204 Memory 
Evansville, 


479-734 


Lane 
IN 47711 


William Cook KS5LPS 

& Marilyn NOVET 
6400 Pfafflin Lake Blvd. 
Newburgh, IN 47630 


353-5806 


Jeannette Covert 
1100 Rosemarie 


Evansville, 
477-2997 


Alan B. Cox 


1012 N. Fairlawn Circle, W. 


Evansville, 


4.96 -F$IO 


IN 47715 


NOTCV 


IN 47711 


Harold Crooks N9QVB 


1131 Lodge 
Evansville, 
UTF-2AaIO 


IN 47714 


Lloyd K. Davis 


7911 Taylor 
Evansville, 
470-0873 


Ave. 
IN 47715-6277 


James Dawson KASIJW 
& Olga KAQANP 


808 Hoosier 


Evansville, 
4IO-Gb6YL 


IN 47715 


Matthew Dean KBOBPJ 
1540 S. Boeke Rd. 


Evansville, 


476-5954 


IN 47714 


Mark Decamps N9OPDL 
6909 Nurrenbern Rd. 


Evansville, 
“a4etlood 


IN 47712 


Leonard D. Delgman WB9JVP 
2120 E. Florida St. 
Evansville, IN 47711 
AF6-37K/ 7 P 


Thomas Dick WAQQDZ 
& JoAnn KASDZW 
2851 Wayside Dr. | 
Evansville, IN -47711 
476-3I8S 


Thamas W. Dickerson KA9NOO 
9106 Shoreline Dr. 
Wadesville, IN 47638 


GSI -FP Et 


Thomas O. Donovan N9OEGI (S) 
5215 Stratford Rd. 
Evansville, IN 47710 

HAM —-H O13 


Thomas B. Donovan NOVYS 
& Kirk Novyg “VF 
1721 Dianne Ave. 
Evansville, IN 47714 
AMII-KITVS 


Blanche Elpers KAQEIV (S) 
840 Herndon Dr. 
Evansville, IN 47711 
HAY-UIS & 


Brian Esche WB9QVR 

2741 Shady Hollow Trail 
Evansville, IN 47715 
Y7? I~ L608 


Joe Falcony NOTAC 
7422 Nottingham Dr. 
Newburgh, IN 47630 
SSP-O6GF 


Ed Folz KOHVI 
1208 S. Bennighof Ave. 
Evansville, IN 47714 


476-OFg) 


Larry Forster W9ENZ 

& Theresa KOTUA 
420 Herndon Dr. 
Evansville, IN 47711 
— YAO~-1987 


J. Vance Foster NODOR 
R.R.#1 Box 374 


Fort Branch, IN 47648 
7 FA b7O De 


° 


5 


Se + rT at mee eS 


_ aS 


ag 


Robert L. Futrell NOVGN 
507 Bayard Park Dr. 
Evansville, IN 47713 
YAB -1I2O 


Henry Galbraith WORDJ 

1214 S. Alvord Blvd. 

Evansville, IN 47714 
HA76—760C)} 


Ron Goebel KFORR © 
1508 Redwing Dr. 
Evansville, IN 47715-5250 


ADVG-IG AS 


‘Joseph Greenwell KBOHGZ 


610 W. Jennings 
Newburgh, IN 47630-1118 
&F3- 7836 


Terry L. Hammers NOXXRH 
501 Thornberry Dr. 
Evansville, IN 47710 


HAS -OL6 


Nicholas Harlan NOWYG 


512 Water St.——_----- —~— 
Newburgh, IN 47630 
BFID— CHOG 


Steve Harmon NOSIGF 

7931 Joest Rd.. 

Wadesville, IN 47638 
GI8—-4I6 A ‘ 


Robert J. Head WA9ZLQ 
5812 O'Hara Dr. 
Evansville, IN 47711 


LVG~OY SS 


Robert E. Henn KAQTML: - 
11412 Broadway 

Evansville, IN 47712 
ADGQ-OUPS 


Robert W. Holland NOWAS 
1718 Hawthorne Ave. 
Evansville, IN 47714-4016 
499~ FGA) 


Lambert Bev Howard W9BC (S) - 


4017 Clement St. 


‘Evansville, IN..47720 
Wa 


a bs Matha. 


Roger D. Hyatt..N9LDJ — 
2215 Dusseldorf Drive 
Evansville, IN 47711 
479-300 | 


Randy Jobe N9YATL ‘ 
2401 Oak Hill Rad. 
Evansville, IN 47711 


47b—75¢ 3 


Nate Johnson KFONY 


‘2866 Karen Ln. 


Newburgh, IN 47630 
8 5P-70ES 


Jeffrey L. Johnson NOWYI. 
5692 Kent Drive 
Newburgh, IN 47630 


V53— SAF ) 


CQ. Kissinger, M.D. K4KSTI (S) 
Five Bee South Main Street 
Henderson, KY 42420 
502-8AG—- ATFPG 


Michael Knott NODEV 


& Pamela KAQOUZ 


8505 Schaeffer Rd. 
Evansville, IN 47720 
Go 3 


1464 


Anthony Krause N5NBV--: 

4799 Route 66, Box 10 

Newburgh, IN 47630 | 
V5°P- AFAO 


Chris Lantaff KEQYK 


22 N. Kelsey Ave. 


Evansville, IN 47711 — 
s78~-5392 " 


John W. Lenn WAQIVE (S) 
207 E. Virginia 
Evansville, IN 47711 


HAA-FAA | 


Richard Lynch, Jr. KASHIR 

3908 E. tllinois 

Evansville, IN 47711 
Yb6P- 3Y5/) 


Jeff Lyons KB9OGMH 
3919 Clement Ave. 


Evansville, IN 47720 
2J44a~—~6 26) 


Jason Marsh NORTB 
5505 Hogue Rd. 
Evansville, IN 47712 
YAS -709 3 


Jim Marsh NOWYK 

5505 Hogue Rd. 

Evansville, IN 47712 
AAT-JOGB 


James Marsh WONJE (S) 
& Geneva WD9SHUN 
5209 Winding Way 


Evansville, IN 47711 
Y76-Y359F 


Kenneth R. Martin WSMR 
205 E. Market Street 
P.O. Box 124 


Keensburg, IL 62852 
OI -AGP ~ AACS 


Jack Mathias WOFMW (S) 
721 S. Meadow Road : 
Evansville, IN 47715 


H4797-~ALZIO 


Jeremy Matthews N9IZD 
2513 Ravenswood Dr. 
Evansville, IN 47714 
4 76—- ACLYO 


Christopher Matthews N9JCA 
2513 Ravenswood Dr. 
Evansville, IN 47714 
“u“76-aéyo 


Rollie Matthews NOMXZ 

70 Front P.O. Box 131 

Elberfeld, IN 47613 
993-4179 


Leo A. Maurer KB9ACM 

1858 Marshall Ave. 

Evansville, IN 47714 
YV6-O3 2G 


John D. McCormick NOXXK 
517 Thornberry Dr. 
Evansville, IN 47710 


YA4—-b 364 


George McGrath W9OWBZ (S) 

3004 E. Chestnut St. 
Evansville, IN 47714-1717 
UW T7b6-B7I9 3, ~ 


Clifford McGuyer W9CM (S) 
2900 East Oak St. 
Evansville, IN 47714-1734 


47 6-74GA 


Gregory McLain KB9OGNL 
& Aaron KB9OGNM 

2916 N. Fourth Ave. 

Evansville, IN 47710 


HAA ~S4S] 


Arthur Mengon, Jr. WASTER 
10910 Parker Lane 
Evansville, IN 47712 
(Si- Ab7/ 


Pouglas G. Mikolasek NOWYL 
317 Marlene Dr. 
Evansville, IN 47712 


MA3 F191 


Mare Millhone NORLD 
324 Indian Trail Dr. 
Evansville, 1N 47715 


H77~ 169 )- 


Kenneth Molinet NOYAH 
11714 Tere Lane 
Evansville, IN 47712 


G§IS-VVF 


‘Jimmy L. Moore WD9EDH 


& Linda KAQHKG 
4611 Pine Dr. 


“Newburgh, IN 47630 


853-- LbAP 


Harold Muensterman N9DEO (S) 


3313 Allen Road 
Evansville, IN 47720 


HAS -TIG2. 


Frank A. Nagy 
6840 Seeger Dr. 
Evansville, IN 47712 


4YA3Z—~F4/O 


Glen L. Ogle N9OWYO 

950 St. Michael Blvd. 

Evansville, IN 47715 
4747 -49 ll 


Michael Palmer NORAH 
6431 Nation Rd. 
Mt. Vernon, IN 47620-9264 | 


WPF -APIVT 


~ 


~y» «Earl E. Pfettscher WNOHRB ; : Paul- Rust KBOTY 


‘& Darlene KA9AZS ~ 12247 Browning Rd. 
7611 Telephone Road Evansville, IN 47711 
Newburgh, IN 47630 : 869— BAZ 
3bFI3 -FI FIO 
Reith W. Phillips AA9KQ Richard Schaefer, Sr. NIONCG 
2700 Selzer Rd. & Richard, Jr. KB9OEIN 
Evansville, IN 47712 1037 E. Mulberry St. 
GSAG-~-B Ol A> Evansville, IN 47714 
/ 2 A 94 — VPGOP . 
Robert Pointer NOXAW . . Mare Schiele NONPN 
1614 Keller St. 5217 Elmburst Dr. 
Evansville, IN 47710 | Fvansville, IN 47711 
A T4A~ FV 4 J 
Geoffrey Pruden K9HCE (S) Leonard Schmitt N9QVQ 
. 816 Cullen Ave. : 1021 N. Second Ave. 
Evansville, IN 47715 Evansville, IN 47710 
H7I7~ GAGA, YAe-Aoosg 
Warren Rader KBOEFH _ Albert Schoettlin WOUMS (S) 
7317 Rucker Rd. #3 3800 E. Mulberry St. 
Henderson, KY aon 70 : Evansville, IN 47714 
SOA- SAG ABIDE 4199 -~O50] 
Elvin Reed WROVSQ Gary Schriefer KAQECY (S) 
Sa 12625 -Wildwood—Dr. ~- es - RLR.- #1,—B0x §6—_________ _— 
Evansville, IN A7711 Lamar, IN 47550 
§G 9 -~AGOS I-$19--F yu Qe a- 
. Paul A. Rice WAQBYZ William Shinn WBOPLR 
17 N. Alvord Blvd. 5600 Ironwood Dr. 
Evansville, IN 47711 Newburgh, IN 47630-3275 
YT bo -853 F SIZB-1NVLAs 
Fred Ritter N2WW (S) | | James Shoptaugh KASKRE (S) 
731 Chateau Dr. . & Delores KAQKRD 
Evansville, IN 47715 2844 Terri Lane 
4-99— 184 Newburgh, IN 47630 
8S'I3B-GYGFO 
Stirman Rowland W9ZZY (S) Morton Silverman W9GJ {S) 
225 Fernwood Dr. 1121 Bonnie View Drive 
Evansville, IN 47711 Evansville, IN 47715 
HAY - AblH UT6-aqsy 
James Russelburg K9JQN (S) John D. Small W9OFHA 
4813 Sylvan Road 8505 Whetstone Rd. 
Indianapolis, IN 46208-2116 Evansville, IN 47711 
BID -API-~ O74 G | GO7-JE5P 
William D. Russell AE9Z John DBD. .Smith 
2506 Swinging Way Ct. ' : 7111 Sharon Rd. 
Evansville, IN 47711-2198 Newburgh, IN 47630 


WITG.> GAVG 2 RI4-~APIL 


William Stoffer 
5521 Calle de Oro 
Evansville, IN 47712 


Harold Stovall WOKTIE (S) 
130 FE. Mill Rd. 
Evansville, IN 47711 


AAl~1§ 95 


Scott Sweeney NAOKK 

1217 Fountain Ave. 

Evansville, IN 47710 
4AZRB- GAS 


Mike Tevault N9OOLD 


Box 217 
Elberfeld, IN 47653 
GF6-H3S | 


Neil K. Thomas N9DGE 
308 Kirchoff Blivd. 
Evansville, IN 47712 


PSF -EAG A 


Ralph E. Turpen KAQOWT 
A719 Norbourne Way 
Evansville, IN 47710 


4 AY — G99 


George L. Utley NOFMO 

6017 Oakhill Rd. 

Evansville, IN 47711 
HII-oO7LF 


George A. Vanada WA90CO 
5711 W. Hwy. 66 
Newburgh, IN 47630 


§53--94A) 


Ralph Waldo K9STX (S) 
& Shirley K9OSTV 


4605 Middle Mt. Vernon Rd. 


Evansville, IN 47712 
YRAS-3EY/ 


Dean Wathen KF9DL 

1040 W. Wortman Rd. 

Evansville, IN 47711 
GOI7-EASAOA- 


Daniel B. Weil KBOGNI 
10206’ Darmstadt Rd. 
Evansville, IN 47710-5084 


8¢97-I09/ 


Robert A. Weil, Jr. KEQPV | 
12901 Jordan Lane . 
Evansville, IN 47711 
GOI—-F8AF 


Wilhur A. Weisling W9OVB (S) 
4709 Ridge Knoll Drive 
Evansville, IN 47710 
IPWELEASED 


Alfred J. Wilber W9OBPE (S) 

1316 Genesta Pr. 

Evansville, IN 47720 
HAX640'7 


Robert L. Will NOWHB 
2900 Jerrald © 
Newburgh, IN 47690 


“7-13 94h 


Vaughn M. Wilson K9TJM 

11412 Smith Diamond Rd. 

Mt. Vernon, IN 47620 
TFI-ALAT 


Hal Wilson WB9OFNN (S) 
& Carol KBOHDZ 

11555 Lameys Lane 

Evansville, IN 47711 
8497-312] 


Gatien (Willie) Wilson WDOFHA 


7155 Walden Rd. 
Newburgh, IN 47630-9508 


Paul Wurtz K9JSK (S) 
3404 Stratford Rd. 
Evansville, IN 47710 


Yasa-¥S786 


yu wg0G 
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President: | 


Chas. Apfelstadt, N9GWS T.A.R-S, Regular club 
V. President: meetings the Second Thurs- 
Wm. Cook, K5LPS day of the month at 7:30pm 
ace wterin at the American Red Cross SPARKS is published month- 
Hal Wilson, WBOFNN corner of Diamond Ave. & ly by the Tri-State Amateur 
renaiwak' | Heidelbach Ave. Radio Society--Evansville,In,. 
Matt Dean, KBOBPJ J) PERBRS SEAEF? 
Rantd ‘Ok DinECtONSs The Tri-State Emergency Blanche Elpers, KAQEIV 
Chris Flake, WY90 Net meets each Wednesday Matt Dean, KB9BPJ 
Terry Brooks, NORZG | evening at 8:00pm on the Material. for. publication 
Paul Rice, WAOBYZ T.A.R.S. W90G repeater must be received by the 
Robert Henn, KAQTML 147.75/15. Alternate re- 25th of the month preceding 
James Barrow, WOCVN peater 146.19/79. publication date. Submit to 
<e oe) Blanche Elpers, KA9EIV 
Reith Phillips, AAQKQ For Club business write: 840 Herndon Dre 47711 
T.A.R.S. Board meetings T.A.R.S. a ~ 
the First Thursday of each P.O. Box 4521 : 7 
month at 7:00pm at the Evansville, In. 47724 


American Red Cross. 
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Misc. Notes from Charlie, N9IGWS 


A lot will be happening in the next month. Some things to 
look forward to, are: 


October 8 & 9----- Bedford, In. Hamfest 

October 8----- Fall Festival Parade; T.A.R.S. will furnish 
Communications. 

October 13----- T.A.R.S. Regular Monthly meeting at 7:30 pm at 


American Red Cross, corner Diamond Ave. West and 
Heidelbach Ave. Our Guest will be George Wilson III, 
W40YI, ARRL President. 


October 15----- Brazil, In. Hamfest. 

October 16----- Centralia, Il. Hamfest. 
October 29----- Franklin, Ky. Hamfest. 
Octoher 29----- St. Louis, Mo. Hamfest: 


Let's have a Good turnout on the 13th for George. 


de K5LPS, Bill Cook; 


October 13, 1994 T.A.R.S. Regular monthly meeting---Thursday, 7:30pm 
at American Red Cross, corner of Diamond Ave. West & Heidelbach Ave. 


Guest speaker to be George Wilson III, W40YI,of Owensboro, Ky. George 

is President of ARRL. American Radio Relay League. He will speak on 
current happenings as to League activities and FCC. This will.be follow- 
ed by a period of questions & answers. Will be a very interesting 
meeting. . 


de KS5LPS, Bill Cook: o 
The T.A.R.S. nominating. committee of Bill Cook, KS5LPS; Jim Barrow, 

W9CVN; Bob Henn, KA9OTML have a slate for the November election of 

T.A.R.S. Officers & Board of Directors. These are: 


K5LPS, Bill Cook for President NOPDL, Mark DeCamps, Director 
NORZG, Terry Brooks for V. Pres. WONJE, Jim Marsh, Director 
WBOFNN, Hal Wilson for Secretary WB9OQVR, Brian Esche, Director 


KBOBPJ, Matt Dean for Treasurer 


It's not too late to get your name on the ballot. Nominations will be 
taken from the floor at the November meeting. 


KHREKKEKEKEKEKKEKKEKHKEKKKKEKEKEREKRKKR KKK KRKRKKKKRKKKREK 


A drive is on to collect funds to replace the Boonville, In. 147.675/075 
repeater. Warrick Co. does not have an amateur radio club. In fact, 16 
members of T.A.R.S. live in Warrick Co.. Therefore they clo not have 
financial support from any money making efforts such as hamfests, club 
dues, etc. They must rely on users of the repeater or amateurs & friends 
in surrounding counties. Anyone wishing to donate to the Boonville, In. 
repeater fund may clo so by sending their contribution to John E. Kell, 
KOTKE, 6922 Yankeetown Hwy., Newburgh, In. 47630 or call 812-853-6351. 


KAQEIV 


FOR SALE 


NAVY KEY---CODE OSCILLATOR---WISPER FAN---COAX SWITCH, 6 position HF 
MOTOROLA TAPE RECORDER---METERS and numerous other items. 
FRED, K2WW---PH. 477-1184 


KEKE KEKE KKK KEKE KEKREKKKEKEEKKEKKKEKKEKKE 


The nominating period for the offices of director and vice director for 
Central Division have closed. Nominees are: Director, Ed Metzger, 
WOPRN, and Neil Rapp, WB9OVPG. For Voce Director: Mike Hoshiko, W9CJW, 
Howard Huntington, K9KM, and Ken Ebneter, K9QEN. 

de ARRL Letter August 29, 1994. 


Majority turn down Re-exams in VE probe 


In June, the FCC cave 51 amateurs the choice of reappearing for examination or forfeit- 
ing the privileges they obtained through exams talen in 1992 & 1993. O£ the 51, all of 
whom had taken exams in southern California, only three appeared for re-test, and all. 
three failed. P 


The original exams were conducted at test sessions coordinated by the ARRL-VEC. A sub- 
sequent. investigation by the ARRL and the FCC led the FCC to declare that irregularities | 
on exam papers incicated fraud. In early August the FCC officially reduced the license 
Classes attained at the sessions in question and made call sign changes, aS appropriate, 
for all 51. 

de ARRL Letter September 19, 1994. 


de E.A.R.S. Newsletter 


E.A.R.S. Hamfest will be November 26, 1994 at the 4-H Center.8:00am to 
2:00pm. Contact Neil Rapp, WBOVPG, 1506 S. Parker Dr., Evansville, In. 
47714. Ph. 479-5741. | 


de O.A.R.S. Newsletter --The OARC Hamfest date has been moved back to the original 
2nd week-end in February at the National Guard Armory cue to revised drill commitments 
by the Guard. ‘The alternate date of April 14, 1995 is CANCELLED. Owensboro, Ky. 


WIA/DA Page 1. 


TARS Treasurer’s Report. KBYBP.S 
3/25/94 Throngh 9/24/94 


Num Date Payee ¢ Category Amount 
Opening Balance As Of 8/25/94 3,977.05 


Vonth (nding 9/30/94 


9/13/94 Stephen Eagle KBOIWS Membership 12.50 

Of O04 Wayne & Janel Wilzbacher N9XXZ. Meinbership 12.50 
Lbti3 9/3/94 Donnts & Postage N9IGWS Miscollancous (17.41) 
TA 9/13/94 ‘Terry Brooks Miscellaneous (16.72) 
L1I5 9/13/94 Blanche Elpers KASEIV SPARKS (50.31) 
Total Month Ending 9/30/94 (59.44) 

Ending Balance As Of 9/30/94 3917.61 
GRAND TOTAL ea _(59.44) 


ENDING BALANCE 3,917.61 


INARRL Bulletin--- September 5. 1994 
Number 119 


Steve, KASSCG, received the following letter: 
. When I signed on the Mighty 525 in May 1992, the American Society, 
which is directly reflected in our "on the air" amateur practice, was a 

' fine place to provide a public service, The amateurs appreciated it. A 
constant stream of support, financial, labor, transportation, and pats on 
the back ensued. There was very little in the way of rudeness, fighting, 
threats, CB lingo, and malicious jamming... It was a pleasure to provide the 
service, That was then & this is now, 1994 has one individual wanting to 
meet people & fight, mumerous people calling me by phone & calling me a 
number of names for even daring to discontinue the repeater, and of course 
the anonymous laughs, belches, CB terminology & dead carriers. 

To sum it up, the activity on my repeater became an embarrassment. 

While I regret the inconvenience this move will cause to the few folks 
who supported the machine, despite their lack of need for an autopatch, 
the repeater will soon become private & unavailable to the general 
public. This will preserve the RF infrastructure in case the amateur 
community’s operating habits improve, 


To the many 525 supports over the last 12 years, thank you. To the 
growing number of free loaders who griped the most while giving little 
or nothing (at least 3 of whom are from Morgan County), enjoy some 
other repeater, at least until you manage to drive it off the air too, 


73, : 
Bob Hawkins, WA8VZY'"' 


(de Morgan County Amateur Radio News) 


End of Bulletins 


INARRL Bulletins 
September 16, 1994 


127 
A couple of weeks ago, an aquaintance of mine renewed his amateur radio 
license, and he was commenting that it cost him $5.00 to do so,... I 


didn’t quite know what to say, but it certainly doesn’t cost that much to 
-~renew your amateur radio license I replied. Well, ... it turns out that 
“the WSYL folks down in Texas, sent him a notice that his license was about 
' to expire, and that for a $5.00 FILING FEE, they would handle the filing 
for him. He still had to fill out the 610 form and sign it. I knew that 
- the WSYI organization was in business to make money, but I really didn’t 
believe that they would use people’s ignorance to make money that way!! 
All it should cost anyone to renew their amateur radio license is the time 
to look and see when the license expires, get in touch with any NEIARC Club 
Officer (we all have the current FCC Form 610 available), fill out the 610 
' Form, and then the cost of a 29-cent stamp and a business size envelope. 
, That’s all! : 
_(de -NEIARC Newsletter) 


“Note: In time, when their new system is in full operation, the FCC will 
send amateurs a notice when an amateur license is about to expire. If you 
cannot obtain a current FCC Form 610 locally, just send a SASE to: a 
ARRL, 225 Main Street, Newington, CT 06111 
requesting a current copy of Form 610; this service is available to all 
hams and not just ARRL members. 


1994 USER CODES FOR 146.79 REPEATER 


AUTOPATCH: @+ 
AUTODIAL: @* 
EMERGENCY AUTODIAL: | : 

910 WEATHER INFORMATION 

911 911 EMERGENCY 

912 STATE POLICE 

913 POSEY CO, SHERIFF 

914 WARRICK CO, SHERIFF 

915 SIGECO 

916 EMA OFFICE 

917 RED CROSS 

918 TELEPHONE REPAIR 

919 WEATHER EMERGENCY 
EXTEND PATCH TIMER: **3 
HANGUP: # 
S-METER: 3 : 
PAD TEST: 5 


The following members have autodial slots program that are 


NOT home phone numbers. 


Cloukey Roy H. KA9SIWP slot# 21 

Martin Kenneth WOMR slot# 41 

Matthews . Jeremy N9JIZD slot# 49 

Phillips Keith N9OIWC slot# 157 

Rader Warren KB9EFH slot# 92 

OTHER REPEATER NEWS !!! Please Read !!! Ma 


The 146,79 repeater apparently has an unlicensed operator 
broadcasting weird transmissions from time to time, 

Unfortunately we have a couple of licensed operators attempting 
and making contact with this individual, clearly against FCC rules 
and regulations, And NO he is NOT A PILOT for US AIR talking to a 
control tower, Air Control communications use AM, not full 
quieting FM, And NO it is not intermod. If you can find a way to 
make 2 way cross band contact using intermod, you need to talk 
with the engineer that told me signals mix in the air. 

- NOT - It ain’t gonna happen, 

If anyone dose hear this person again and can determine a relative 
direction the signal is coming from I would like to know, 

Chris KE9YK 
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Schaefer, Sr. 
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Dean 
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A2I-i112 


473-2794 
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ce NOGWS 


THANKS to the following! For working the Bike Ride on October 2: 
KBOGNI, Dan; WS9CVN, Jim; AAQKQ, Keith; WBSQVR, Brian; NORTB, 
Jason; N9FMO, George; N9XXK, John and NONPN, Marc. 


It was a beautiful and uneventful day. There were a couple of flats 
and they were about the worst problems I heard of. 


THANKS also to the following who worked the Diabetes walk on the 
same day and time as the above event: 
WASIVE, John; N9QVB, Harold; WD9OFHA, Willie; WAQBYZ, Paul antl 


N3Q0KK, Scott. 


Charlie, N9GWS 


We worked the "Fall Festival" Parade this year for the first time (to 
my knowledge). 


Helping were: 
AAQKQ, Keith; KBOGNL, Greg; WR9W, Gordon; N9ORAE, Mike; N9ORAH, 
Mike; WBOQVR, Brian; and NOWYG, Nick. 
The Parade Chairman was very pleased. ‘THANKS to all! 
Charlie, N9GWS 


TARS ANNUAL CHRISTMAS DINNER 
MEETING & PARTY - December 8, 1994 


Our annual Christmas Dinner will again be held on our regular meeting 
night, Thursday, December 8, at 6:00pm. 


It will be held at "Lacey's", 4600 University Drive. This is approxi- 
mately 2 miles west of Bristol Myers Squibb, on Lloyd Expressway. Lacey's 
is in front of Wal-Mart. 


We will be in the private room, on the North side of the Dining Room. 
Same place we were last year, only the name has changed. 


Your cost will be $4.00 per adult & $1.00 per child, 12 yrs & under. 
This includes tax, tip, & Drink. TARS will pay the rest. The menu will 


be the buffet. 


After the dinner, there will be a very brief meeting, then fun, games & 
prizes. If the Awards Committee has named an out-standing amateur for 
1994, the presentation will be made after the brief business meeting. 


Please send your reservations to me, no later than Dec. 1, 1994. 
e€e you iere! 
Charlie Apfelstadt, N9GWS 
3604 Debbie Lane 
Evansville, In, 4771] 
Reservation blanks are in this issue of SPARKS. 


Election of officers & three board members will be taken at the November 
meeting. Along with this SPARKS you will find your ballot. If you want 


your vote counted but will not be able to attend the Nov. meeting you_may 
vote by mail. Fill out Your ballot and mail to the Club Secretary, Hal 


Wilson, WB9FNN, 11 555 Lamey Ln., Evansville, In. 47711 before meeting 


date. Your ballot will be taken, unopened, to the meeting. 


SPECIAL BOARD MEETING — 


A special board meeting was 
called to order at 7 PM on October 
13, 1994, immediately preceding the 
October club meeting. Attending were 
NSGWS, AASKQ, WSCVN, KASTML, AASNMM 
and WBSFNN. Primary purpose of the 
meeting was to discuss the upgrading 
of the 147.15 repeater so as to 
present it for membership approval. 

At the regular board meeting the 
previous week, the board was advised 
that things had been cleared for 
Electronics Research to replace the 
antenna and feedline at the State 
Police post and the Electronics 
Research was donating sufficient 
7/8" hardline to allow installing 
separate transmit and receive 
antennas and that they also would 
realign the cavities using 


1994 membership meeting was held at the Red Cross office. 


The October 13, 


The meeting was called to order by NSGWS. 


~ 


16/13/9394 


sophisticated equipment not 
otherwise available to us. However, 
following this meeting it was 
discovered that the hardline to be - 
provided was not in shape to use. 
This meant that the total cost would 
now be substantially greater. It 
was agreed the membership would be 
asked to approve an expenditure of 
up to $2,900 for feedline, 
connectors, antennas, etc., plus 
installation. In addition, the 
board agreed TARS should belong to 
the Indiana Repeater Club Council 


- and the Secretary was authorized to 


submit our application for 
membership. 


Meeting adjourned at 7:20 PH. 
WBOFNN, Secretary 


Introductions followed. 


Since there were no minutes of the last meeting and Treasurer’s report 


was in Sparks, 
Bill Cook, 


it was agreed not to read. 
acting as chairman of the nominating committee, reported 


the slate of officers as published in October Sparks and that Matt Dean, 


— -KBSBPJ- had requested to be removed from the-slate. He — 
Greg McLain, KB9OGNL, 


nominations from the floor. 


position of Treasurer and Charlie Apfelstadt, 
(The complete slate of nominations and a ballot are published 


Secretary. 
elsewhere in this issue. ) 


then asked for. 
volunteered to accept the 
NOGWS, was nominated for 


Charlie then reported on the situation regarding the 147.15 repeater 


(see board minutesabove). 


NSEGI seconded. The motion was approved. 


WSCM moved to approve up to $2,000 expenditure. 


Keith, AASKQ reported that 23 of 


the 43 new no code licenses earned by class participants this year have 
already upgraded at least one step, with many well beyond this. 

Members were advised that Faye Gehres, WSAIN would be 990 on October 
21, and were encouraged to send cards that would arrive on the 2i1st. 

At this time the meeting was turned over to W40YI, George Wilson, 
President of the ARRL who talked about what is happening in ham radio today 
and then answered questions from the audience. 


Following the program and refreshments, WBSFNN, Hal, 


introduced 


Sherman Greer, Director of the Emergency Management Agency and Jane 
Snelling, Assistant Director and discussed the Indiana RACES @QSO Party to 


take place on October 29. 


Hal 
CONGRATULATIONS to Fay Gehres, W9AIN, 


WBSFNN, Secretary 


2232 E. Powell Ave, Evansville, who 


became 90 yrs of age on October 21 and has been a licensed amateur radio op- 


erator for 70 years. 
TARS was organized. 


He was active with the Radio Club in E'ville before 
Fay taught cocdle classes and gave many code tests. The 


Clubs trailer was parked on a lot next door to his home. 


The Sau Courier — Saturday, October 22, 1994 : _ 
Ham operators provide 
a worldwide link 


To the editor of The Courter: 
In a recent political television advertise- 
ment for David Adkisson’s candidacy, the an- 
‘nouncer accused Adkisson’s opponent, Ron 
Lewis, of much wasteful spending for mailing 
‘letters and other materials to various interest 
groups. 
__' The pictures portray a hog in various situa- 
tions as characteristic of “pork.” The last state- 
ment is, “He even sent a letter to ham radio 
operators.” 
_ This is not about either candidate’s qualifi- 
cations. It is about an undeserved slur to a 
dedicated graup: licensed amateur radio opera- 
tors... 
Amateurs have been at the front of radio 
‘communications development since the earli- 
est days. 


In the 1930s, amateurs discovered the value 


of “shortwaves” and developed their use. Com- 
esa interests had considered them worth- 

During World War 1, amateurs, because of 
their knowledge of radio communications tech- 
niques, provided the backbone of an expanded 
military communications network. 


The clandestine information reporters re- | 


-ceived from Kuwait during the Gulf War were 
‘from a resourceful and very courageous Ku- 
i‘waiti amateur using sophisticated digital com- 
munication techniques which apparently were 
‘not deciphered by the Iraqi military. 


Amateurs have been involved in providing ' 


‘communications during countless 
emergencies. 


‘If you have thought yourself fortunate to 
receive quick help when you car was disabled, it 
may well have been because a passing amateur 
notified police of your plight via an amateur 
radio repeater system and its telephone auto- 
patch. ; | . 
Amateurs were indispensable during the 
forest fires in the Northwest a few years ago, — 


~ and during the recent devastating hurricanes. 


Notable amateurs include former Sen. Bar- 
_ry Goldwater and Herbert Hoover Jr. 
For most who become fascinated by the 
techniques of radio communication and have 
- the perseverance to master them, amateur ra- 
‘ dio is a lifelong pursuit. | 
- There are nearly 10,000 amateurs. As there 
: are no national boundaries to radio communt- 
cations, amateurs communicate with each oth- 
er worldwide. 
. Friendly conversations between amateurs | 
of many nations have long been a means of - 
spreading international good will. 
_ So, before anyone deprecates radio ama- . 
teurs or any others as silly or insignificant — 
groups, please check the facts. a 
_ And, yes, I do appreciate the pun on the’ 
word “ham.” : 


K4ADJ 1. Dean Elkins: 
is Henderson, Ky. ° 
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In an emergency situation you may need to operate your station for an 
extended period of time with no help from the :electric company.'' Then 
you'll wish you had a battery which could keep you on the air until power 
1s restored, You may already have such a battery. It;s your camcorder 
battery. It is probably somewhere between 7.2 and 12 volts and rated a 
couple of AH. All you need to do is Figure out (you’re a ham. remember?) 
how to connect it to the rig. It works. I’ve done it. But, it’ll be of 
no value if it isn’t cHarged. So, better keep it charged up. My camcorder 
has a little display in the finder which reminds one of a fuel gauge on a 


car; It shows a range from E to F, empty to full Kaew at te 
side and you’1l be ready for ange na: Pp it over on the '''F 


(The Bandspread, WVARA, Terre Haute, IN) 


THANKS to George Wilson III, W4O0YI, ARRL Pres. for the very interesting 
talk at the October TARS meeting. There was a very nice turnout with 
36 members and guests present. 


THANKS to Sherman Greer, EMA Director and Jane Snelling, Asst. Director 
for their presence at the October meeting. Sherman told of the future 
plans to move the EMA office from the basement of the Civic Center to 
the Red Cross Building. 


NOTICE---Bill Shinn, WBOPLR, will give a demonstration of amateur 
television at the November 10 meeting at the Red Cross. Should be very 
interesting. 


NOTICE---ARRL-VE test session Saturday November 19, 1994 at 8:30am 

at the Red Cross. If you plan to test be sure to have your original 
license with you plus a copy of it. Also, your current original 
Certificate if you have one and a copy of it. Bring two forms of ID, 
one of them being a photo ID. Also it would be helpful if you brought 
correct change. 


NOTICE---2nd Annual E.A.R.S. (Electronic Applications Radio Service) 
Evansville Winter Hamfest Saturday, November 26, 1994 8am to 2pm 
Vanderburgh Co. 4-H Fairgrounds. 
With this month's SPARKS you will find a ballot for the November 10 
election of TARS officers and three board members for 1995. If you can 

: not be there, you can mail your ballot to the Club Secretary, Hal Wilson, 
WBOFNN. Be sure he receives it in time to bring it to the meeting on 


—______November JO... = = se seesata tore, a ot sol teat 


Also in this month's SPARKS is your reservation blank for the TARS 
Annual Christmas party to be held on the regular meeting night, Dec. 8 
If you plan to attend, fill out and send to Charlie, N9GWS, along with 


your check by December 1, 1994. 


TARS Treasurer's Report--KBIBPJ 
9/25/94 Through 10/22/94 


Num Date Payee Cc Category Amount 
Opening Balance As OF 9/25/94 3,917.61 
Vioonth Ending 10/31/94 , 
1116 10/6/94 Bob Henn KAOSTML Recreation (13.26) 
1117 10/6/94 Corporation Filing Fee =. Misccllancous (10.00) 
10/22/94 Interest Paid (On 9/22) {nterest 8.48 
10/22/94 Inierest Paid (On 8/22) Interest TAS 
10/22/94 Donglas Schmeing, NOYSH Membership 25.00 
. 10/22/94 Downtown Civilan Donation Miscellaneous 50.00 
1118 10/22/94 Blanche Elpets KASEIV SPARKS (53.53) 
Total Month Ending 10/31/94 14.18 
Ending Balance As Of 10/31/94 3,931.79 
GRAND TOTAL 14.18 


ENDING BALANCE 3,931.79 


Se 
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It’s the time of year that the days are growing shorter, the leaves are 
changing, and students have been back in school for a month or more. (My 


how times fly when you’re having fun!) If you are an active amateur, then 
you know that the seasons on Amateur Radio change with time also. We are 

now on the downside of an ll-year sunspot cycle. One thing doesn’t change 
is that we as amateurs must be constantly vigilant in protecting our 


frequencies. 


Just recently the Federal Government held an auction/sale of radio 
Frequencies, This sale was very profitable, and a hugh financial success, 
The amount of money realized was near half a billion dollars. You know 
that politicians love money and if this sale doesn’t present a problem to 
amateur radio, then I believe that you better guess again. I geta 
Foreboding about this, and it appears to me that we need to be ever more 
vigilant.in protecting our portions of the radio spectrum, It’s tough 

to Fight the dollar but we need to be prepared to do as much as possible 
to protect our resources, The first line of defense, and I know this ae 
sounds like old hat, is to belong to an organization that supports our 
interests both at the state and federal level: the American Radio Relay 
League, If you really have a problem with belonging to the League, and you 
have 25 years or more in Amateur Radio, then give the Quarter Century 
‘Wireless Association a look. QCWA hasn’t been around quite as long as 

» ARRL, but it is a distinguished organization of prominent hams who are 
interested in doing the best for Amateur Radio. 


(de NEIARC Newsletter) 
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: TARS CHRISTMAS PARTY-—~—-Dec. 8, 1994 6:00pm 5 
r "LACEY'S" 4600 UNIVERSITY DRIVE ‘ 
‘ PLEASE RESERVE ME---------- ADULT .DINNERS @ $4.00 ea. ¢ 
; PLEASE RESERVE ME------- CHILDREN DINNERS @ $1.00 ea. , 
$ (Children ages 12 years and younger) P 
. NAME CALL ; 

Mail to Charlie Appfelstadt, N9GWS = 
: 3604 Debbie Lane ° 
: Evansville, In. 47711 . 


KKK KK KKK EK KEK KKK KK KKK KKK KK KEKE KR KKKKR KEKE KKK KEKREKE KEKE KKEKKKKEEKE 


See further information in Charlie's article on page 2. 


TARS ELECTION 
For 1995 Officers & 3 Board Members 
PRESIDENT 
VOTE FOR ONE 
Bill Cook, K5LPS YES 


YES 


V. PRESIDENT 
VOTE FOR ONE 
TERRY BROOKS, AA9MM YES 


YES 


SECRETARY 


VOTE FOR ONE 


HAL WILSON, WB9FNN _ ‘YES 
CHARLIE APFELSTADT, N9GWS YES 
ee : : YES 

TREASURER 


VOTE FOR ONE 
GREG McLAIN, KB9GNL YES 
YES 
BOARD OF DIRECTOR 


VOTE FOR THREE 


MARK DeCAMPS, N9OPDL YES 
JIM MARSH, W9NJE YES 
BRIAN ESCHE, WB9QVR : YES 
YES 

YES 


PLEASE CIRCLE 'YES' FOR VOTE 


1 W90G 
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T.A.R.S. Regular club 
meetings the Second Thurs- 

day of the month at 7:30pm 
at the American Red Cross 
corner of Diamond Ave. & 
Heidelbach Ave. 


The Tri-State Emergency 
Net meets each Wednesday 
evening at 8:00pm on the 
T.A.R.S. W90G repeater 
147.75/15. Alternate re- 
peater 146.19/79. 


For Club business write: 
Tek Raa 
P.O. Box 4521 


Fvansville, In. 47724 


SPARKS is published month- 
ly by the Tri-State Amateur 
Radio Society--Evansville,In. 
SPARKS STAFF: 

Blanche Elpers, KA9EIJV 
Matt Dean, KBOBPJ 
Material. for publication 
must be received by the 
25th of the month preceding 
publication date. Submit to 
Blanche Elpers, KA9EILV 
840 Herndon Dr. 47711 


NOTES FROM CHARLIE, N9OGWS 


1994 has been a very good year, THANKS to a lot of effort on the part 
of our members. 


All of our THANKS should go to Keith, AAQKQ, and Terry, AA9QMM. 
Together they taught classes all year long, and licensed some where 
in the amount of 55 - 60 new hams. A lot of these became TARS mem- 
bers and are active! 


We should have a good 1995, with Bill Cook, K5LPS as our leader. 


The reservation deadline for our Christmas dinner will be past, by 
the time you read this; but if you will get yours in to me right away, 
we will still accept them. 


73, Charlie, N9GWS 


KKK KKH KEKEKEKEKKEKKEKKKEKEKEEKEE 


T.A.R.S. election of 1995 officers and 3 new board members at the 
November meeting results were: 

President--William Cook, K5LPS 

V. President--Terry Brooks, AA9MM 

Secretary--Charlie Apfelstadt, N9GWS 

Treasurer--Greg McLain, KB9OGNL 

Director--Mark DeCamps, N9PDL 

Director--Jim Moore, WD9EDH 

Director--Brian Esche, WB9QVR 2 
Let's all support the new team and go forward with Amateur Radio, ATV, etc. 


ee ene) 


Next month SPARKS will have a new look and a new staff---Keith Phillips, 
AA9KQ and Terry Brooks, AA9MM. 


At this time I would like to thank those who have helped me in getting 
out SPARKS. Hank Galbraith, W9RDJ, who furnished the mailing labels for 
1987, 1988 and 1989. Also thanks to Matt Dean, KBOBPJ, who furnished 
Mailing labels for 1990, 1991, 1992, 1993 and 1994. 


A big thanks to those who sent articles every month and got them to me <2 
on time. I can't name them all, however, I do thank Al Schoettlin, W9UMS, 
for the material for the article in this month on the St. Mary's Hos- 

pital move. 


REMINDER: If you are renewing your ARRL membership or plan to join 
ARRL for the first time, please do so through our Club. As an ARRL 
affiliated club, we are compensated $2.00 each for renewals and $5.00 
each new ARRL membership. , 


WISHING YOU A JOYFUL AND BLESSED CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR. 
Blanche M. Elpers, KAQEIV 


Minutes - Tars Board Meeting - 11/3/94 


Meeting opened at 7 PM. It was agreed to dispense with minutes of the last meeting which were published in 
Sparks. Since the Treasurer was absent there was no financial report. 


Bob Henn requested approval to obtain refreshments for the November club meeting. This was approved 
unanimously. 


There was a lengthy discussion of repeater problems on the 147.15 machine. Hal reported the amplifier 
(belonging to AA9MM, Terry) was malfunctioning. With the amp in line, output to the cavities was 2 watts. 
Without the amp, output to the cavities was 10 watts. This is second time in less than 2 months this problem 
occurred and it is obvious there is problem with the antenna or feedline. A concerted effort will be made to find 
hardline since the budget approved by members in October did not include the cost of same. 


With the new year approaching and new officers taking over January 1, it was agreed the Board should establish a 
fixed policy for maintaining club books, keeping all repeater expenses in a separate account. This was put on the 
agenda for December. 


November 1994 TARS Meeting - 11/10/94 
Meeting was opened at 7:35 by N9GWS . It was agreed to dispense with Secretary's and Treasurer's reports 
since they are in Sparks. Introductions followed. 


Charlie reminded all that the Christmas party will be at Lacy's as announced in Sparks and reservations should be 
sent to him or Matt, KB9BPJ. He also announced that building rent for the 1995 Hamfest will be as this year and 
‘the hall has been reserved. 


At this time, ballots were distributed and then collected for election of officers for 1995. While this was 
proceeding, Charlie reminded all new officers and board members that they are expected to come to the 
December board meeting to be introduced to board proceedings and prepare to take over in January. Charlie also 
indicated that with the holidays approaching it was likely no final action on upgrading the 147.15 repeater will 
take place before the January board meeting. | 


Following this, WB9PLR took the floor for a fine demonstration of ATV (fast scan television on 440 Mhz and 
above. 


The election committee reported that the slate of officers had been elected as nominated, with Charlie, NIGWS, 
getting the nod as Secretary. Following this, the meeting adjourned. 


For Sale 


Original IBM Personal Computer - 256K RAM, two 5-1/4" double density floppy drives, green monitor with 
graphics card and printer card. Includes complete documentation and IBM DOS 2.1 and IBM Basic programming 
manuals. Should be OK for packet use. Make me an offer I can't refuse. 

Call Hal Wilson, WB9FNN - 812-867-3151 


11/26/04 


TARS Treasurer's Report. KBYBP.S 


10/23/94 Through 1/26/94 


Num Date Payee C Category Amount 


Opening Balance As Of 10/23/94 


Month Euding 11/30/94 


1 1/9/94 
11/9/94 
W1t9 11/9/94 
11/26/94 
U/26/94 
11/26/94 
(1/26/94 
11/26/94 
L 1/26/94 
11/26/94 
11/26/94 
1 1/26/94 
LL/26/94 
1/26/94 


1 1/26/94 


11/26/94 
11/26/94 
11/26/94 


Marc Decamps NOPDL 
Inlerest Paid (On, 10/25) 
Blanche [pers KAIEIV 
Phillip Lowery NYXYC 
Charles Apfelstad! NSGWS 
Ron Klutey KD4ASX 
Christmas Dinner Reservations 
Charles Apfelstadt NSIGWS 
Lambert Howard 

Jatin Bennet. KAXI 

LaRue Cleveland WOLBS 
Ulenry Galbraith WORD 
Terry Brooks 

Randy Jobe NOYAI 

Thomas ©. Donovan N9EGI 
William Cook KSLPS 
Thomas B. Donovan NOVYS 
fames Marsh WONIJTE 


Total Month Ending 11/30/94 
Ending Balance As OF 11/30/04 


GRAND TOTAL 


TNDING BALANCE 


INARRL Bulletins 
November 21, 1994 
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Membership 
lnterest 
SPARKS 
Membersinp 
Membership 
Membership 
Recreation 
Recreation 
Recreation 
Recreation 
Reereation. 
Recreation 
Recreation 
Recreation 
Recreation 
Recreation 
Recrestion 
Recreation 
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NEW EMERGENCY, PROCEDURES APPROVED FOR BROADCASTERS 
Federal regulators yesterday, Nov 10th, adopted a new emergency 
broadcast system for television, radio and, for the first time, 


cable-TV systems. 


3,931.79 


25.00 
8.28 
(52.02) 
25.00 
12.50 
25.00 
28.00 
8.00 
8.00 
12.00 
3.00 
8.00 
16.00 
8.00 
8.00 
8.00 
12.00 
3.00 


(75.76 
ACL07,55_ tieie se 


175.76 


4,107.55 


The system, which is to provide warnings on everything from 
tornadoes and flooding to chemical spills, will be more advanced 
than the current system. 


Thousands of broadcast stations and most, 
nation’s 11,000 cable systems must have the new system in place by 


if not all, of the 


1996 and 1997 respectively. Small cable systems may be exempt. 


The new system will have special features for those with impaired 


hearing or sight. 


appear in large letters. 


will be used. 


End of Bulletins 


For the hearing-impaired, the message will 
For the sight-impaired, a louder tone 


Pago | 
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November meeting. 
No regular meeting at the Red Cross in December. 
It will be on the regular meeting 


night at Lacey's, 


Packet News 
. John Bennett, N4X1 
Jasper Node On-Line Soon 


As I type this the day after Thanksgiving, the 
Jasper group is putting up the 220 antenna for 
the backbone and a 2M antenna for the Jasper 
LAN. Located near St. Mark’s (about 7 miles 
SE of Jasper), the new node should allow good 
connectivity to the rest of the Southern Indiana 
Network, including the much sought after 
connection to Louisville. The Louisville 
connection will require one more node at Paoli. 
Equipment for the Paoli node has been 
purchased, and with any luck, we may make the 
first connect in the next few months. 


Petersburg Node to Move 


The Petersburg node has been hosted by Mike 
Voyles, WA9FGT, since it first came on the air 
many years ago. The site has been a good one 
except for a rather persistent lightning problem. 
While a rig has never been lost, the 2M LAN 
controller has been hit several times along with 
the AC power line protector. Led by the efforts 
of Gary Williams, N9UTV (PTB node trustee), a 
new site has been secured at the Petersburg 
Station of Indiana Power and Light. The new 
site at the IP&L plant never has had a lightning 
problem. The height of the antennas will be the 
same as the present site providing the same 
coverage. Power is assured, which will be a real 
advantage if an emergency ever occurs in the 
Petersburg area. 


GLNET Trustee Meeting 


On Saturday, 19 November, Gary Williams, 
N9OUTV, and myself, attended the GLNET 
Trustees Meeting at Goshen College, Goshen, 
IN. The meeting was organized and hosted by 
Dave Crockett, WA9ZCE. The two topics of 
major interest were Emergency Communications 


Planning for the state of Indiana and building a 
unified network. A unified network essentially 
means the two major groups in the north and 
south would join forces to build a new statewide 
network. The Petersburg and Bloomington 
nodes, as well as several sites in northern 
Indiana will be experimenting with a new 
protocol developed by Jon Sills, WV9E. The 
new protocol combines the best of GLNET, 
NETROM, and TCP/IP. 


Packet Coordination 


I am sure many of you are aware of the May 
newsletter that was sent out by the E.A.R.S. An 
article on the back page warned users not to 
invest in equipment for the new 9600 packet 
LAN on 445.500 MHz. The E.A.R.S. claimed 
the packet node was not coordinated and was 
interfering with the 145.15 repeater’s control 
link. The alleged interference to the control link 
was never clearly established. Afier months of 
letters, phone calls, and face-to-face 
communications, the matter is finally about to 
be settled. I have verbally been assured by the 
Indiana Repeater Council that the control link 
frequency for the 145.15 repeater will be 
changed since it is in a packet sub-band. As of 
the first of November, the Chairman of the. . 
Network Coordinating Committee (myself - 
N4X]I) is the Packet Coordinator for the state of 
Indiana. Working with committee members and 
others, a proposal of policies and procedures for 
packet coordination has been formed. The 
proposal is now under consideration by the 
Executive Committee of the Indiana Digital 
Experimenter’s Association (IDEA). Once 
approved, it will take a month (possibly two) 
before written coordinations for packet systems 
in the state of Indiana will be mailed out. The 
IDEA is recognized by the IRC as being the 
body responsible for packet coordination in 
Indiana. 


will take place of the meeting. 
4600 University Dr. 


THANKS to Bill Shinn, WBOPLR, for the ATV demonstration at the 


It was very interesting. 


The Christmas party 


THE EVANSVILLE COURIER 
Wednesday, March 7, 1956 


Last Saturday, about 9am, five men climbed through a trap door onto the steep slate 
roof of the old St. Mary's Hospital and cautiously began crawling up a sloping metal 
gutter to the very top of the old building. 

After crawling some 20 feet up the gutter they came to a fairly level part of the 
roof directly over the top of the elevator shaft. After shooing away dozens of Pigeons 
they squatted there and began work that will have an important bearing in “Operation 
Good Neighbor” this Saturday. 

Do Different Jobs 

None of the men were roofers or slaters or chimney cleaners or professional 
pigeon shooers--in fact, they all do different jobs during their regular work week. 
But all had one thing in common: they were amateur radio operators. 

That morning--ignoring strong winds and occasional wet drizzles but welcoming brief 
spells of sunshine--they worked for an hour and a half, tying four radio antennas to 
the roof.. 

The antennas were of different sizes. The shortest was 19 inches long, the biggest 
16 feet. The men carried them and many feet of coasial cable with them to the top of 
the roof. The smaller antennas were tied to vent pipes sticking out of the roof, but 
the 16 footer had to be lashed to the top of the elevator shaft. 

When the antennas were up, the men attached the coaxial cables and flung the loose 
ends over the side of the building. Down below on the ground floor, other amateur radio 
operators took the ends of the cables and attached them to transmitters that were set 
up in Sister Justina's office just off the lobby. 

Same Operation 

Later in the day, the same operation was performed at the new hospital at 3700 
Washington Ave. But here the job was much easier. The men simply rode an elevator to 
the sixth floor sun deck. There they set up antennas in an opening in the wall. Here 
_ they experienced another of Mother Nature's moods: .-two.brief.snow-flurries-that nobody - 
on the ground six floors below ever saw. 

Ten other amateur operators worked that day, installing transmitters and receivers 
and other equipment. Before they finished at 7 pm they had tested every one of the 
25 pieces of equipment that will be used this Saturday in the move from the old to the 
new hospital. 

The equipment’ will get another, last minute ‘check at eae Saturday. An hour later 
the actual moving in "Operation "Good Neighbor" will begin. The radios are being used 
to co-ordinate the various jobs in the huge operation. This is the way the set-up 
looks now: - 

Four transmitters and receivers are in Sister Justina's office at the old hospital. 
This will be the base station for the entire operation. Eleven men with walkie-talkies 
willbe scattered on different floors through the hospital and at the loading stations. 

Mobile Units 

Across lst Ave. in the yard at St. Anthony's School--where the ambulances, trucks 
and vans will wait until needed--will be a trailer with another two-way radio. Then, 
all along the six mile route to the new hospital there will be six mobile radio unit 
cars with two-way radios in them. - And finally, three more two-way radios at the new 
hospital. 

When the moving begins, orders will be transmitted over walkie-talkies that this 
patient or that piece of equipment is to be brought down to the loading station. At the 
same time, a message is transmitted to the motor pool to send an ambulance or a truck, 
whichever is needed. 

The mobile units along the way will carry, in addition to the amateur radio operator 
who owns the car, someone who is familiar with the trucks and drivers. Then, if it is 
necessary to stop one of the trucks, it can be done easily. 


All this will take 25 amateur operators who are being Furnished by Radio Civil 
Emergency Service, (Races), the radio communications organization of Civil Defense. 
These men are Evansville residents and also are members of the Tri-State Amateur 
Radio Society (TSARS). 

Relief Units 

Another group of 25 amateur operators will be ready to relieve the other men in 
case the moving operation takes longer than expected. And, duplicate equipment is 
being kept in readiness in case any of the equipment breaks down. In addition, other 
mobile units will be kept handy to relieve mobile operators when necessary. 

At the same time they are handling messages for the moving operation, the operators 
jn the base station also will monitor CONELRAD channels on commercial radio stations 
just as a precaution shoula there be an anemy attack on this country that day. 

The trailer in the motor pool is owned by TSARS and a portable microphone will be 
used at the motor pool to transmit orders to drivers. 

These amateur operators are from different walks of life. One is a Doctor, another 
an internal revenue agent, a third is a manufacturer and other members include an elec- 
tronics engineer, a postman, a number of policemen, a purchasing agent, a railroad men, 
a corporation executive and a number of high school and college students. 

Part of the equipment is being furnished by them, part by RACES and even the 
Marines got in the act. The 11 walkie-talkies are being furnished by Capt. Thurman 
Owen, training officer for the 17th Rifle Co., United States Marine Corp Reserve. 

And, when the entire moving operation is finished, four or five men--perhaps the 
same ones--will have to climb to the tops of those roofs apain to remove the antennas. 


de Editor--This event took place before 2-meters. The equipment used was 10-meters. 
Operation Good Neighbor went like elock work. The picture below, not copier material, 
shows Fred Sawyer, Al Schoettlin, W9UMS, and Raymond Miller, W90G. It is his call that 
is on the repeaters and the Tri-State Amateur Radio Society, through the courtesy of 
his widow, Elizabeth Miller. 

Blanche, KA9EIV 


Amateur Radio Operators to Play 
Important Part in Hospital Move 
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TRI-STATE AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY 
P.O. BOX 4521 EVANSVILLE, IN 47724 


MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 


Please fill out if you want to join TARS. If you are already a member, fill out to update records. 


Name Call License Class 
Address Telephone 
City State Zip 
How long have you been a ham? Are you an ARRL member? 


What is your occupation? 


Do you have any portable or emergency equipment? 


440 Mhz 


Use back of form if needed to list special equipment and talents. 


Do you check into any nets? Which ones (list) 


What is your favorite type of amateur activity 


What type of programs would you like to have at TARS meetings? 


Do you plan to use the TARS repeaters? Which ones? 


2 Meter Phone Patch ATV Packet Node? 


___ Regular member ... $25.00 If you had an Autodial slot last year, what is it? 
__ Add’l family member/full What was the telephone number assigned to this slot? 
membership privileges $5.00 
__ Associate member... $25.00 If you want an Autodial slot for 1995, list the phone number you want 
___ Add’! family member/full assigned to it 
membership privileges $5.00 Same as last year? 
___ Senior Member .... $12.50 


__ Add‘! family member/full Please mail this application with your check payable to TARS to 
membership privileges $2.50 
___ Student member(thru High TARS 
School-no voting .. FREE PO Box 4521 
___ Student member/full Evansville, IN 47724 
membership privileges $12.50 
___ Handicapped member 


or give to any club officer. 


Club Meetings are the 2nd Thursday of each month at the Red Cross, corner of Diamond and Heidelbach, at 7:30 P. M. 
Come and join us! 


TARS Callsign List 


SANP_} Olga 
Darlene 


KASKRO | Delores _[Shoptaugh _| 

KAOKRE [Jim __-(Shoptaugh__| 

K4KSI|_ [Doc _ [Kissinger 
artmann 


Goebel 
NSLJE  |Bob  _——s'[Askren 
KSLPS [ell | —|Cook_ i 
WOMR |Ken_—s [Martin 
INOMXZ | Rollie (Matthews _ | 


|NSNBV_[Tony. [Krause 
NONGG [Rick [Schaefer Sr. 
WANJE [Jim [Marsh 


INSNPN [Marc —‘|Schiele__ 
IKFONY | Nate [Johnson__| 
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INSOLD | Mike____—[ Tevauit 

Knott 
WsOVB__| Wilbur —([Weisling | 
(Chrisman __| 


N9PDL__| Mark [Decamps__| 
WBEPLR [Bill SS [Shinn 


ASQDZ 


Tom 
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WREW_ [Gordon 
WoWBZ 


INAWW_ | Fred_ [Ritter 
INSWXZ_| Harold |Beurnel_ 
NoWY' 
Nowy 
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NOXAV 
INCXAW [Bob |Pointer_ 
N4XI 


[McCormick __ 
|Wayne _| Wilzbacher 
Wilzbacher 

[Ed 


Biederwolf 
[Ken 


We2ZZY__[Stirmie____ 

| sf veannette [Covert 
| Mloyd = (Davis, 
|_| William __—|Stoffer 
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